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Wellington certainly is a hot spot in the winter – and you can read 
more about my Wellington adventures in this issue. Check out 
my travel story “Discovering Paradise” and also read “The Bottom 
Line” on the last page of the magazine.

We have a great story by Lauren R. Giannini in this issue on 
Tim Gannon, the co-founder of Outback Steakhouse and the 
creator of the Bloomin Onion recipe. Tim is a polo player with a 
passion for the game. He formed the Outback Polo team and led 
them to five U.S. Championships. While I like polo, I especially like 
the Bloomin Onion, so I want to thank Tim for enriching my dining 
experiences over the years.

At the beginning of the winter show circuit, Sidelines partnered 
with the FTI Consulting Winter Equestrian Festival (WEF) to offer 
an Exclusive Showing Vacation contest in which someone would 
win a chance to show at WEF, all expenses paid. As you can 
imagine, it was an extremely competitive contest and I want to 
thank each person who entered. 

Each rider had to submit an essay and a riding video and after 
watching all of them there was one rider who stood out above the 
others. Jack Lube, 14, of Orlando, Florida, rode away with the 
grand prize. You will be able to follow Jack’s adventures at WEF 
in a future issue; but suffice it to say he is a worthy winner.

I am pleased with how many people have joined me on this 
adventure as we take Sidelines to new places in 2013. Our slogan 
is “Catch the Sidelines Spirit” and there is still time to catch the 
spirit by ordering a one-year subscription for only $13. It’s our 
Lucky 2013 deal. Visit our website, www.sidelinesnews.com and 
look for the special subscription offer on our home page.

Here’s hoping you Catch the Sidelines Spirit.

Jan Westmark-Allan
Editor
editor@sidelinesnews.com

Letter from the Editor
Last month we featured American Olympic show 

jumper Reed Kessler and her Olympic mare Cylana 
on the cover of Sidelines. This month we decided it was 
time for the men to have a turn and Canadian Olympic dressage 
rider David Marcus and his Olympic mount Chrevi’s Capital make 
for a stunning – and handsome – cover. I had the opportunity to 
meet David in Wellington, Florida when we were doing the photo 
shoot for the cover. He is a really great guy and I know you will be 
touched by his story in this issue.

We did David’s photo shoot at Tuny Page’s Stillpoint Farm and 
the farm was buzzing that morning with horses, riders, grooms 
and dogs. In the midst of the hubbub, our goal was to get a great 
shot of David smiling and Chrevi’s Capital with his ears forward.

I assumed photographer Sue Stickle would have me do the 
usual assistant job – stand where the horse could see me, jump 
up and down, drop leaves and hay on the ground, jingle my keys, 
whatever it would take to get the horse’s ears up. Horse people 
know what I’m talking about – and you’ve been there and done 
it, too!

Sue, however, is savvier than that. She has an app on her phone 
of a horse neighing and as she started the photography session 
she clicked the app and an imaginary horse began to neigh. That 
was all it took to get Chrevi’s Capital to prick his ears forward. 
Thanks to technology, we’ve come a long way baby. Of course 
the neighing app might make the assistant-to-the-photographer 
job obsolete – so I won’t quite my day job.

Following the photo shoot, David rode his other horse, Don 
Kontes, in the indoor ring at Stillpoint, where I counted multiple 
Olympians schooling their horses. I could have reached out and 
touched a piece of Olympic history as the horses and riders went 
by and the awesomeness of the moment was not lost on me. 

Dana’s Doodles
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www.equestriansothebysrealty.com
info@equestriansir.com | 561.771.2626

Palm Beach Point
Spacious 4,790 square foot home with 6 stall barn. Home features ,media room,

office, sauna, wet bar, 4 car gar. A courtyard patio with summer kitchen, pool & spa create 
outdoor living space. Barn includes 6 stalls, A/C tack, feed, bath & laundry rooms,1 bedroom 

apartment, & sand ring.
Offered at: $2,499,000.

Palm Beach Polo
Exquisitely renovated 4 BR, 4 BA  home in the subdivision of Brookside is offered fully furnished with 

modern yet rustic charm. The spacious 3,972 square feet has an open floor plan to maximize indoor and 
outdoor living. Outdoor space includes pool, spa, and a summer kitchen.

Offered at $1,699,000

Palm Beach Polo
Unique 6 BR, 6 BA home features highest standard of construction, decor, building materials, 
and artifacts from all over the world. Extremely private 7,344 sq. ft. residence on the Cypress 
Golf Course, a Pete Dye championship course. Offering a luxurious country club lifestyle with 

close proximity to all equestrian events.
Offered at $5,750,000.

Palm Beach Polo
Immaculate 4 BR, 5.5 BA home located on the 18th fairway of the Dunes Golf Course in the subdivision 
of Brookside. The 3,886 square feet showcase high volume ceilings, stainless steel appliances, a built-in 

generator, and private pool. 
Offered at $ 949,900

Palm Beach Point east
5 BR, 5 BA Estate home with 12 stall barn, grass paddocks, and oversized arena located on 5+ 

acre lot with close proximity to all equestrian venues. 
Home exhibits marble floors, designer kitchen with granite counters and center chef island, 
and large screened pool area with spa. Property also offers a 4-car garage and detached 

garage that could be a converted guest house/ office/ den.
Offered at $3,799,000.

Palm Beach Point
This 5.45 acre property features a fully equipped equestrian facility including 5 irrigated 
paddocks, irrigated sand ring, and grass riding area. The 6,000 square foot custom barn 

includes 9 stalls, 2 grooming stalls, and office/tack room. The 4 BR, 4 BA house is a spacious 
4,383 square feet.  Offered at $4,500,000

Palm Beach Point
 4 BR, 3 BA home on 5 acres features  fireplace, 3 car garage, and pool with spa. Barn has 6 

stalls, A/C tack room, feed room, laundry room, and a 1/1 grooms apartment.
Located in gated equestrian community with an easy hack to the show grounds.

Short sale subject to 3rd party approval. 
Offered at: $1,499,000.

Rustic Ranches, Wellington
Enter the automatic entry gate into the lushly landscaped 5 acre property with 3 BR home, detached 
1 bedroom guest cottage, and detached garage/workshop. Property features 4 stalls, & large grassy 

paddocks- reasonably priced at $795,000 - Contiguous 5 acres also available  for a total of 10 acres at 
$1,350,000.
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Tom Baldwin
561.714.3098

Ryan Beckett 
561.301.6337

Adam Blauweiss
561.846.1935

Casey Flannery
561.718.1472

Youssef Kenzi
561.351.1651

Stacie Yellin
617.308.7971

Kevin Swerdlin
786.355.9231

David Welles
561.313.9123

Mayli Garcia-Velez
561.818.2248

Travis Laas
561.906.7007

Paul Butterworth
561.317.4047

Winding Oak EstatEs
3 BR, 2 BA home with lavish wood floors, elegant wood ceiling beams, and meticulous 

attention to detail. Features a pool with a surrounding garden and lush vegetation creating the 
ambience of vacation within your own home.  Offered at $1,599,000

Palm BEach POlO
Fully furnished 2 BR, 2 BA Wimbledon Patio Lodge renovated to include wood floors 

throughout, stainless steel appliances, two master bedroom suites, fireplace, and private pool.
Offered at $465,000

Palm BEach POint
Stunning 4,800 square foot custom pool home on large 5.68 acre lot in gated community. 
Interior features marble floors, dramatic office, stone fireplace, superior trim package & 

gourmet kitchen. Ask agent about barn package. Offered at $1,799,000.

Palm BEach POint
Charming 3 BR, 2 BA home with 2-car garage, den, screened patio, skylights, and vaulted ceilings. Barn 
has 6 stalls, A/C tack room, fly spray system, W/D hook up, sand ring, and 8 paddocks with PVC fencing.

Offered at $ 1,749,000

Palm BEach POlO
Multiple 3 BR, 3 BA residences located in the prime subdivision of Shady Oaks. Luxuries entail gourmet 

kitchens with granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, and private pools.
Offered at $549,000

Lisa Timm
561.541.9931

POlO cluB WEst
Exceptional 4 BR, 3.5 BA custom home with private cul-de-sac location. Home exhibits two 
working wood- burning fireplaces, screened- in patio, and designer pool with lake and golf 

course views.  Offered at $564,900

Abby Jones
561.436.4097
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Palm Beach Point
Ultimate equestrian estate with private cul-de-sac location. The main house is a 5 BR, 6 BA masterpiece in the final stages of construction. You are able to customize it to your exacting specifications 
for completion this season! It will be finished and landscaped to Palm Beach standards with state of the art amenities, soaring ceilings, and spectacular architecture. The 11-acre compound boasts 
a first class equestrian facility designed by renowned equestrian. It includes a magnificent barn with grooms quarters, sub- irrigated ring with top all-weather footing, and 10 oversized paddocks. 

Property can accommodate a covered arena. The newly remodeled 4 BR, 4 BA guest house with heated pool is ready to be moved into today!  Offered at $9,900,000.
*This impressive home and barn are also available on a 5.5 acre lot without the guest house. Offered at $6,900,000

Palm Beach Polo
Price Reduced:  This 4 BR, 4 BA exquisitely renovated home is a sanctuary with its dramatic courtyard 

and stunning water and golf course views. The 4,100 sq. ft. home includes wood and marble floors, 
impact glass, spectacular kitchen and A/C three car garage. The property is complete with a beautiful 

pool, majestic fountains and guest cottage.  Offered at $1,590,000

Palm Beach Point
Luxurious living with Georgian Colonial charm, hacking distance to WEF through Grand Prix Village. 

Construction set to begin on this plantation style 4BR/ 4BA, 4,875 sq. ft. masterpiece complete 
with 1 bedroom pool house and top of the line equestrian stable. The outdoor living area is an 

entertainer’s dream, complete with a summer kitchen, fire pit, infinity pool and spa. The 12-stall 
barn will be finished to an exceedingly high standard and include a full groom’s apartment and 

custom tack room. The 5-acre equestrian facility is complete with an oversized all-weather ring and 
excessive paddock space. All exquisitely landscaped and fully customizable. Offered at $ 6,499,000.

mallet hill
Wellington’s most exclusive location. This 4.2 acre farm includes a gorgeous 16- stall show barn with a 
4 BR grooms apartment upstairs and a large professional all-weather ring. The completely remodeled, 
4 BR and 4.5 BA main home includes a large theater and custom office for a total of 6,373 sq. ft. The 
home boasts high ceilings, custom kitchen, fireplace, enormous closet space and hardwood flooring. 

Complete with a heated pool/ spa and 1,500 sq. ft. 2 BR guesthouse. Price upon request.

Palm Beach little Ranches
A Wellington Classic! This 11.25- acre farm has a covered ring and 3 additional arenas with 
professional all-weather footing. The estate is complete with 4 barns for a total of 64 stalls 

and a grooms quarters. This is an excellent investment property because of its size and great 
location. It’s an even better business opportunity... the facility has rented out all its stalls 
season after season by established, loyal international clientele.  Offered at $1,995,000

Palm Beach Point
Gorgeous 4BR, 4BA newly remodeled home is located on 5.44 acres at the end of a cul-de-sac 

in the exclusive equestrian community. The brand new kitchen is a chef’s dream! Tons of 
granite throughout.  An oversized newly screened patio surrounds the heated pool. Has a 

large carport and 3-car garage.  Additional 3-car A/C garage, workroom or guest apartment 
space. Includes construction of a 12-stall barn.  Offered at $4,900,000

Travis Laas, DVM
561.906.7007

tlaas@equestriansir.com

Palm Beach Point
With a perfect balance of privacy and proximity to the show grounds, this Tuscan style home is 
situated on 6.5 acres for great views of the first class equestrian facility. The 4 bedroom, 4 bath 
home features custom cabinetry, outdoor kitchen, high ceilings, hardwood floors, and walk-in 

closets. The 12 stall show barn was designed by a top equestrian and features a huge tack room, 
an apartment, 4 wash stalls, 3 grooming stalls, and separate grain, hay and storage rooms. The 

stable is complete with 8 large paddocks and an oversized ring. Offered at $5,490,000.

www.equestriansothebysrealty.com
info@equestriansir.com | 561.771.2626

Sun Glade eStateS
Wonderful 3 BR and 2 BA pool home on 4.3 acres. Home features volume ceilings, screened 

pool, covered patio and granite kitchen counters . 18- stall barn has large center aisle, 
tack room, feed room, 7 paddocks, large 150 x200 sand ring, 30 amp RV hook up. Two 
of the stalls are separate and approved USDA import-export facility. Close to Palm Beach 

international equestrian center.
Offered at $ 1,349,000.

Palm Beach Point
Lushly landscaped 4 BR, 3 BA home situated on 5.03 acres with a private cul de sac location. 
Home features 2 master suites, fireplace, vaulted ceilings,large covered patio ,3 car garage, 

and pool with spa. Premium  location in Palm Beach Point near bridge to show. 
Offered at $1,699,000.

Palm Beach Point
Enter the fenced 5.4 acre property and drive up the dramatic circular driveway past one of 

the three on-site ponds with fountains and aerators. The 4 BR, 4.5 BA home features a lushly 
landscaped, private pool. A separate entrance welcomes you to the 4- stall barn which can 

be expanded to 12 stalls. Residence showcases large paddocks and plenty of room for large 
arena and additional paddocks. Within hacking distance to show grounds.

Offered at $3,250,000

deer run
Beautiful 5 acre farm in a peaceful setting. The European style main house has a large 1 BR 
suite with a charming sitting area and large closet space. The great room and kitchen share 

an open floor plan boasting spectacular views of the large paddocks and barn. The equestrian 
facility is complete with a 5-stall barn with grooms quarters, tack room and feed room. 

Offered at $495,000.

Saddle trail on equeStrian Way
Grand circular driveway welcomes you to this large 3 BR home with separate 2 BR apartment 

on this 6.4 acre property. Only a 6-8 minute hack to WEF show grounds. Olympic caliber 
facility includes 16 stalls expandable to 26 stalls, sand arena, and 5 oversized paddocks. 

Separate entrance to barn for deliveries and parking.
Offered at $6,250,000

Palm Beach Polo
One of a kind 5 BR, 6 BA courtyard home in Mizner Estates overlooking the Cypress Golf 
Course and the Cypress Preserve.Showcasing 4,026 square feet with many upgrades and 

wonderful finishes. Home also includes a pool and spa.
Offered at $2,600,000

eState acreaGe
One of the last remaining estate-sized properties in Wellington and the only one with a private 

FAA Licensed Airstrip. Prime location with close proximity to all equestrian and polo venues. 
This 100- acre site offers unmatched privacy, security, and accessibility with an additional 

contiguous 50 acres available. Currently zoned agricultural with one structure per ten acres. 
Approved Future Land Use Map( FLUM) Amendment in place for 30 units- residential B 

zoning- Equestrian Preserve overlay.  Offered at $14,950,000

Sun Glade eStateS
4 BR, 2.5 BA home located on 4 +/- acres. Home features large open kitchen with upgraded 

cabinetry, central vac, hurricane shutters and pool with separate cabana bath. The 8 -stall 
center aisle barn has tack & feed rooms,sand ring & large paddocks with PVC fencing.

Offered at $ 1,299,000
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eHorse Show

Molly Ashe Makes A Splash
By Rebecca Walton

Molly Ashe is an accomplished show hunter rider who joined 
the grand prix tour in the late ‘90s, with major victories nationally 
and internationally. After many years with Burr Associates, Molly 
and her husband Chris Cawley along with Timmy Kees struck 
out on their own to create Norfield Stables LLC, a full service 
hunter/jumper facility offering top-notch training at the highest 
levels of the sport. In 2012, Molly made a big splash on the show 
circuit, placing second in the $200,000 Gene Mische American 
Invitational and the $250,000 FTI Grand Prix At 37th Hampton 
Classic with Carissimo. She also was successful with Kennzo, 
winning the $50,000 USHJA International Hunter Derby at the 
Hampton Classic and the $20,000 Holiday & Horses USHJA 
International Hunter Derby. 

What do you consider the biggest highlight of your career 
so far?

Kroon Gravin, way back when, was a really big deal. She won a 
couple of really big grand prix in Europe when she was only eight 
years old. At the time, I didn’t realize what a big deal that was. At 
Berlin, I was the first American to ever win the grand prix, the first 
female to ever win it, and it was the 50th anniversary of the show. 
I was also there by myself, so that was a big one. Then the next 
show was Maastricht in Holland and Kroon Gravin won the grand 
prix. She was really on a roll. I didn’t show her again until Tampa. 
She won the grand prix in Tampa, won the Invitational, went to the 
World Cup Finals and was 8th, came back to the United States 
and won Devon. Every time she showed in a grand prix she won 
it. That was a nice continuous highlight.

What is your focus right now, especially with starting a new 
business at Norfield?

I think things are going well. I had two children and that sort of 
took me out off the roster, competitively speaking, for a little while, 
but I feel like I’m back in a position where I can focus on riding and 
teaching again. I would love to have some more jumpers to ride 
and show in grand prix again. We’ve got a nice group of kids and 
people that we’re helping at the moment, so the business side is 
going well. 

What do you think it takes to win both nationally and 
internationally?

Ability. Talent. But probably even more than that is work ethic. I 

think you have to really, really want it and be willing to really work 
hard. The only thing harder than getting there is staying there. I 
think that is what is starting to go wrong a little bit in our sport these 
days. It is becoming about who can afford to have the horses, but 
even when we have them, we can’t afford to keep them. We have 
some great riders in our country at the moment, but there’s also 
probably as many, if not more, great riders sitting on the sidelines.

What does Kennzo have that makes him such a great derby 
horse?

Scope. He’s a really pretty horse. He’s an attractive horse. He’s 
not a beautiful mover, but he has a beautiful jump. When you ride 
him it feels so correct. He’s very specific about the jump and he’s 
careful, he doesn’t want to touch it. It’s what you want a horse to 
do. 

What are the most important lessons you have learned from 
working with Leslie Howard and Timmy Kees? 

I worked for Leslie years ago when she was at Fairfield. As a 
junior, I mostly did the hunters. I wanted to do the jumpers more 
than anything, but I never really had the chance. After college, 
Leslie hired me. I told her that I wanted ride the jumpers, and I 
knew I had to take a step back from being one of the top hunter 
riders to make that happen. If I wanted to do the jumpers, I had to 
become the low man on the totem pole and learn some stuff that I 
had never learned. Leslie taught me how to put a horse together, 
as well as using their balance, and how to ride a jumper. I don’t 
think I ever would’ve gotten to where I did without her helping me. 

Timmy was basically everybody’s shrink when we were younger. 
No matter how difficult or frustrating things got, he was always 
there saying, “You’re all right, you can do it, and everything’s going 
to be OK.” Obviously he’s been a great teacher for many, but he’s 
been a great friend for me. He has this way with the kids. They 
all feel comfortable, and they all adore him. I think he’s invaluable 
in those situations, because he is your biggest fan. Everybody 
needs a ‘biggest fan’ and Timmy is great at that.

Molly Ashe and Kennzo                          Photo by Rebecca Walton/PMG

Molly Ashe and Carissimo placed second at the 2012 Gene 
Mische American Invitational presented by G & C Farm.

Photo by Kenneth Kraus
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By Shari Wolke

I adopted my 1999 dark bay, 16.2 hand Thoroughbred gelding, 
Lord Kenmer, in the late fall of 2007 from New Vocations 
Racehorse adoption program, then based in Middleville, Ohio. 
“Kenny” had raced 33 times over a four-year period (from 2002 
to 2006), winning only once. He is the son of the famous stakes 
winner Lord Avie, and a grandson of Mr. Prospector. Kenny is the 
spitting image of his daddy Lord Avie, who just recently passed 
away at the age of 34.

Kenny had been adopted a year prior to when I had adopted 
him, in the fall of 2006, by a dressage trainer who, according to the 
folks at New Vocations, sent him back stating that he was unsafe 
and wouldn’t stop bucking. The staff at New Vocations said that 
with an experienced rider he might be rehabbed but that I should 

understand that if he didn’t he would be best as a pasture pet only. 
My good friend Colleen Coatsworth went with me to visit New 

Vocations and said that he was the best suited off the track 
Thoroughbred we had seen thus far for dressage. Colleen noticed 
his balanced movement, his kind eye and sensitivity to touch. 
We both saw that he had a rhythmic, balanced canter, a natural 
overstride in the walk, and a decent trot. He did, however, buck in 
the “interview.” 

The rider at New Vocations made him jump a few crossrails, 
and his response was to jump the rail and then buck, which was 
fine with me as I was looking primarily for a dressage horse. At 

Shari and Kenny competing at 4th Level at the Waterloo 
Hunt Club in Grass Lake, Michigan – proving that time and 
commitment can result in a truly rewarding journey.

All photos courtesy of Shari Wolke, unless noted

Olympic Dressage rider Jan Ebeling said Kenny should be able 
to show Prix St. Georges – not bad for a horse once destined to 
be a pasture pet.

A Rewarding Journey:
From Pasture Pet To Dressage Star

eHorse Rescue

Shari and Kenny show off their 4th Level moves at Dressage at 
Copper Creek Farm in Williamston, Michigan.

Photo by 3rd Shutter

Continued on page 30
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that time, I was a rider coming from a hunter/jumper background, 
and I had ridden Training level dressage work for a few years but 
had never ventured beyond that. I had told Colleen that I would 
be so happy to find a horse who could take me to Second level. 

I took the risk and it turned out to have paid off in a big way. 
With his teeth done, a full round of ulcer medication, and a good 
saddle fit, as well as love and consistent training, Kenny turned 
out to be above and beyond the dressage horse I wanted back in 
2007. We began taking lessons with Maryal Barnett, a USEF ‘S’ 
dressage judge, not long after Kenny came home. Maryal, looking 
back on those first lessons now, said that she was at times almost 
unsure of what to do with us because Kenny was so wild. In 2008, 
we showed Training Level and Kenny helped me earn my USDF 
Training Level Rider Award that first summer showing.

In 2008 and 2009, we showed First and Second level, and in 
2010, we moved up to Third Level. In that year, Kenny helped 
me earn my USDF Bronze medal. The following year, in 2011, 
we showed Fourth Level and won the Rood and Riddle/USEF 
Thoroughbred in Sport Keen Award for Open Dressage. This 
award honors Thoroughbred ex-racehorses in dressage and is 
named for Hilda Gurney’s famous Thoroughbred Keen, who was 
her Olympic horse. This past summer, we won that same award 
for the second time in a row for showing at Fourth Level and riding 
our debut rides at Prix St. Georges. 

Locally, we also won the Dressage at Waterloo Series Finale 
Third Level adult amateur Reserve Champion in 2010 and the 
Series Finale Fourth Level adult amateur Champion in 2011 and 

2012. My little Thoroughbred who wouldn’t stop bucking also won 
me the scores to complete the USDF L Judges program, which I 
graduated from in September of last year. This upcoming summer 
of 2013, we will once again attempt Prix St. Georges and I have 
great hopes we will earn the USDF Silver medal. 

All of this, of course, didn’t come without struggle and difficulty. 
Many of my friends who have watched us from the beginning 
remember Kenny’s first few years at shows where bucking 
throughout the test was the norm. Or the Dressage at Waterloo 
series championship where the crowd applauded our Fourth Level 
adult amateur champion award and Kenny bucked and bolted. 
And then there was the test in 2008 where the judge wrote, and I 
quote, “Maybe your horse needs a different career.” 

I would encourage anyone interested in an off the track 
Thoroughbred that these horses aren’t horses that you can just 
ride once a week and have a go at dressage with. They take a lot 
of work, and there are a lot of failed rides. But the good rides are 
good. And of course, there is never a dull moment with Kenny.  

When we had a clinic with Jan Ebeling (2012 Olympic rider 
of Rafalca fame) in November of this past year, he said we had 
things to work on, but they were fixable. Further, Jan said that we 
should not only be able to show Prix St. Georges in the spring but 
that if we fixed our issues we should be able to score in the mid- 
60’s. Not too bad for a horse that New Vocations warned might 
only be a pasture pet forever! 

About the writer: Shari Wolke lives in Okemos, Michigan, and is an adjunct 
instructor at Olivet College in Olivet, Michigan. There she teaches courses in Writing 
and Rhetoric. She recently graduated from the USDF L Program, and is also a USDF 
Bronze medalist. She judges and shows throughout Michigan.  

In the ribbons: with his racing (and bucking) days behind him, 
Kenny has a new job – dressage star.

Shari Wolke and her rescued Thoroughbred Lord Kenmer, 
known as Kenny.
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By Fred McWane 

The Virginia Military Institute (VMI) is one of the country’s 
oldest equine friendly military colleges and is still putting 
“hooves on the ground.” This history rich state college 

nestled in the foothills of the southern Shenandoah Valley has 
used horses as part of its program since its founding in Lexington, 
Virginia in 1839.  VMI initially struggled to acquire horses for cadet 
instruction. They were scarce before, during and after the Civil 
War. Many cadets brought horse experience to the Institute from 
their farms and when horses became available they made good 
use of them. Farm experience was also a great advantage during 
the Mexican War (1846) and the first half of the Civil War (1861-
63).   

VMI’s requirement to train cadets in horse artillery sometimes 
necessitated innovation – horse artillery without the horse. One 
VMI horse artillery tactics instructor was Major Thomas J. Jackson 
- a rather “peculiar” fellow who was a target of the cadets’ ridicule 
and pranks. Major Jackson had horse artillery students push four 
heavy cannons around the drill field, as the horses would have 
done. 

To support this training, in 1848 the War Department delivered 
four six-pounders on lighter carriages to VMI, to be known later 
as Jackson’s Battery. But the cadets still struggled to move these 
lighter pieces from one position to another and cadets being 
cadets, would find ways to force rest breaks. One trick involved 

removing linchpins from wheels so they would come off on sharp 
turns; another, attaching small bells to the cannon which tinkled 
un-militarily forcing breaks to locate and remove them.

One cadet was particularly offended playing draft horse and 
refused to march at a specified “gait.” Major Jackson put him on 
report for not “trotting” properly. The cadet’s official response was 
that he was, “a natural pacer (not a trotter).” Another cadet gained 
local fame by painting the Superintendent’s horse white with red 
zebra stripes. This clown, Ben Ficklin, class of 1849, was better 
remembered for later establishing the Pony Express. The “peculiar” 
instructor became General Lee’s best Corps Commander, 
General “Stonewall” Jackson. Volumes have been written on the 
accomplishments of VMI grads in wartime cavalry and artillery 
operations, and on the cadets who left before graduating to finish 
elsewhere, like Gen. George S. Patton at West Point.

After VMI’s ROTC program was upgraded with the assignment 

eHorses In History

The 1930’s VMI Cadet Corps marches onto the parade ground 
in the shadow of House Mountain, followed by the horse artillery, 
with Jackson’s statue and a portion of Jackson’s Battery in the 
foreground.

Major Thomas J. Jackson had his students drag these very 
same four six-pounders around the parade field for horse artillery 
tactics classes.”  They were later used in the Civil War by units 
including the famous Rockbridge Artillery, whose commander 
William Pendleton, an Episcopal minister, named them Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. They were restored in 2000 to the 
original colors, and now stand in front of the revered statue of 
General Stonewall Jackson and Jackson Arch in cadet barracks.                                                           
Photo by Fred McWane

Prepare to Mount!   
The Virginia 
Military Institute

Continued on page 34
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of army personnel as instructors, the role of the horse was 
expanded significantly. The National Defense Act of 1916 
provided for the introduction of horses to be used in the cavalry 
and horse artillery classes. On July 7th, 1919, a shipment of 100 
horses and 20 veteran troopers from the 13th Cavalry arrived at 
VMI; two officers were VMI grads, one becoming a member of the 
Olympic Equestrian Teams of 1928 and 1932.    

Starting in 1920 everyone but the Rats (freshmen) had to 
take equitation classes.   Some cadets failed to “appreciate” this 
requirement.  One wrote, “Prepare to Mount, Prepare to Die. It’s 
all the selfsame thing.” Another wrote, “The Cavalrymen have had 
it bad.  Some seem to have a whim; That if they cannot ride the 
horses, Then they will ride the Gim.” (Sick list)    

But the program was very successful and as early as graduation 
1920, cadets performed mounted gun drills and cavalry exercises 
on the parade ground. In 1923 they played polo for the first time, 
followed by cavalry sabre charges and a Garrison Review (parade) 
sporting horse artillery and cavalry units. Jumping exercises were 
added in 1926. Hunts clubs soon followed. 

Yet some inexperienced cadets still learned the hard way. On 
one mounted march a cadet left the column and ended up on a 
ledge overlooking the road. The instructor sternly asked the cadet 
what he was doing up there, to which he answered, “Sir, you will 
have to ask this damned horse. Coming up here was his idea, not 
mine.”   

After World War II the military role of the horse at VMI took 

Cadet Thomas E. Williams  leading a cavalry charge 
on the VMI parade ground in 1947.

A well trained 1938 hunt club member, a handsome 
mount and a “ready” pack of hounds strike a portrait 
pose as they prepare for the chase.

Cadet rider, Misha Kadick, and his mount show 
good form as they participate in a horse show on the 
parade ground in the 1930’s, with the cadet barracks 
in the background.

a real hit when “horsepower” became an automotive term and 
the cavalry and horse artillery went mechanized. Some cadets 
continued to use horses for special ceremonies, for polo and 
jumping competition, hunt clubs and privileged riding even after 
the ROTC horses were removed and sold. Cadets provided their 
own mounts. Today the program is sustained by cadets who wish 
to keep the tradition alive. They continue to compete in sporting 
events like the Virginia Horse Trials (eventing) last fall. 

Just before he led his great flanking movement at 
Chancellorsville, followed by the accidental wounding that led to 
his death, General Jackson told another VMI officer, “The Institute 
will be heard from today.” Be assured that VMI’s equestrian 
program will be heard from again.

Black & white photos courtesy of the Virginia Military Institute 
Archives, with special thanks to Mary Laura Kludy for her 
exceptional assistance. The primary resource for this article was 
one great book, “Keydet Grey and Garry Owen: The Horse at 
VMI”, by Edward D Henson, Jr., James M. Morgan, Jr. and James 
L. Morrison, Jr. These distinguished VMI horsemen compiled 
a wealth of information, referenced in detail, for any military 
horsemanship student.

About the writer: Fred McWane is a retired I.T. professional who got his math 
degree from VMI, served several years in the Army Reserve then went home to 
Lynchburg, Virgina, got his MBA and retired in 2010. A former marathoner and 
tennis player/instructor, his primary focus is now photography (local grandkids’ 
sports, horses, nature) and Civil War and Texas history.  
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It’s shaping up to be quite a year for rider/trainer Ronan 
McGuigan. He and his wife Lisa are expecting their first child 
this summer, he just signed a new sponsorship with EquiFit 
and his barn has been gathering a nice collection of ribbons 
at Wellington. Ronan’s had success in the saddle with Capall 
Zidane, including a 1.45m win, plus he’s helped some of his 
amateur riders, like Blythe Masters and Britta Lippert, turn in 
ribbon winning performances as well. Congratulations, Ronan 
and continued good luck!

Cynthia “Tigger” Montague wants to hear from you! Tigger, 
the founder and formulator of Biostar EQ wants to answer your 
questions in her “Ask the Nutrition Expert” column, now appearing 
in Sidelines. Tigger believes knowledge is to be shared, so send 
your nutrition questions to kat@biostareq.com. Thanks for sharing 
your wisdom Tigger.

Congratulations riders – thanks for being role models! The 
popular helmet awareness campaign Riders4Helmets announced 
the winners of the 2012 Craig Ferrell M.D Equestrian Safety 
Awards. The award recognizes individuals who were exceptional 
role models for helmet wearing or equestrian safety. Award winners 
included: Charlotte Dujardin, Allison Springer, Lucinda Green, 
Isabell Werth, Reed Kessler, Adelinde Cornelissen, Courtney 
King-Dye, Jacqueline Brooks, Adrienne Lyle, Kathy Slack, 
Megan Sparks, Tammy Sronce, Elisa Wallace, Laura Backus, 
Mary Miller Jordan, Scot Hansen, Meg Wade, Elizabeth 
Charleston and Jon Pitts.

Good luck to all the riders hoping to win a Course Walk with a 
Grand Prix rider at the Gulf Coast Winter Classic show in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. The Classic Company and Sidelines Magazine have 

Continued on page 38

eIngate

Congratulations to Emma Schauder, on SS Wisper, winners 
of the ASPCA Maclay (Section A) during week six of the FTI 
Consulting Winter Equestrian Festival. Sidelines Magazine 
is sponsoring the Maclay throughout WEF and the winners 
during weeks one through six include: Lauren Tyree, Tori 
Colvin, Anna Cardelfe, Jack Morgan, Katherine Bundy 
and Emma. Each winner receives a beautiful Sidelines 
cooler, made by Horseware Ireland and a bag of Formula 4 
Feet Horse Hoof Supplement from Emerald Valley Natural 
Health. 

Photo by Mancini Photos



FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE SIDELINES APRIL 2013 37



38 SIDELINES APRIL 2013 FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE

partnered to give riders a chance to win course walks and more! 
Two exciting events coming up: One winner will get a chance to 
design a Hunter Derby Course at the Charleston Classic Week 
1 (with the assistance of the official course designer) and another 
rider will win the chance to “Walk the Southeast Medal Course” 
with a top trainer at the Southeast Medal Finals in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Sidelines Magazine is the Official Equestrian Lifestyle 
Magazine of the Classic Company.

It was a record turnout for the final Interscholastic Equestrian 
Association (IEA) horse show at the Bob Thomas Equestrian 

The day after Disco queen Gloria Gaynor performed at her sold-out concert in Miami, Florida, she headed to Wellington for the 
Fifth Annual Lip Sync to help raise donations for Danny & Ron’s Rescue. The Grammy award-winning artist took center stage at 
the Palm Beach International Equestrian Center, singing “I Will Survive” to her second sold out crowd of the weekend. The event 
was a huge success, several dogs were adopted and $160,000 was raised for Danny & Ron’s Rescue, a non-profit dog rescue 

based in Wellington 
and Camden, 
South Carolina. For 
more information, 
please visit www.
dannyandronrescue.
org. Showing off 
their disco side: 
(from left to right) 
Dr. Betsee Parker, 
Danny Robertshaw, 
Georgina 
Bloomberg, Kim 
Kolloff, Ron Danta, 
Gloria Gaynor, 
Kim Tudor, Brian 
Lookabill and Ryan 
Beckett. 
Photo by Kendall Bierer

Continued on page 40

Center at the Florida State Fair Grounds for Zone 4 in Florida. 
Emily Nathe has made the trip three years in a row advancing 
to the Regional Finals where she will compete against the top in 
her class from the Florida High School Division. Emily belongs to 
the Windward Farms IEA Team with head trainer Joy Lambert, 
but also trains with Jan Uiterwyk at Oak Manor, in Dade City, 
Florida.

Wow! Fenwick Equestrian is sponsoring the USHJA National 
Hunter Derby at the Camden Winter Classic in Camden, South 
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Carolina. The winner of the derby will receive a 
custom embroidered Fenwick EquiSuede Cooler and 
the leading junior and leading amateur rider of the 
class will also receive a Fenwick Jacket. Good luck 
riders!

Sidelines Editor Jan Westmark-Allan and 
Sidelines TV producer Rob Jordan were spotted in 
Wellington recently – interviewing riders, polo players, 
trainers and more! The roving camera crew didn’t 
just stick to the show grounds, but headed to Big 
Dog Ranch Rescue to interview President Laurie 
Simmons and to Pure Thought Horse Rescue to 
interview Jennifer Swanson, Brad Gaver and Holly 
Chaney. Save a life – adopt a dog or horse.

Get well soon: U.S. Multi Olympian, Karen 
O’Connor is recovering from a serious riding accident 
that resulted in a broken back which has sidelined her 
for the spring eventing season. Hunter trainer Archie 
Cox suffered a separated pelvis in a freak accident 
during the HITS Desert Circuit in Thermal, California, 
when the horse he was riding tripped and went down 
on his knees. Get well soon Karen and Archie! 

Congratulations to Jack 
Lube, 14, of Orlando, 
Florida. Jack won the 
FTI Consulting Winter 
Equestrian Festival - 
Sidelines Magazine 
Exclusive Showing 
Vacation Contest. He 
won a three-day weekend 
showing package to WEF 
during the 11th week of the 
circuit.

“Like” us on Facebook
Visit our website at 

www.sidelinesnews.com
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eWest Side Story

By Holly Hugo-Vidal

Tina Caldwell, a California native, grew up in San Diego. An 
accomplished grand prix rider today, she was an event rider 
through her teen years. When she turned 16, she had her first 
lesson with the legendary three-time Dressage Olympian Guenter 
Seidel, who thought her skills were better suited for dressage. 

Based on his suggestion, she began to focus solely on dressage. 
Tina continued to ride with Guenter for three or four years as a 
student. In addition to training with Guenter, Tina has also trained 
with Robert Dover, Dietrich von Hopfgarten, Klaus Balkenhol and 
Ulla Salzgeber.

In the early ‘90s, Tina, with the help of her non-horsey, but 
supportive dad, enjoyed success competing in the Young Riders 
division. In 1993, Guenter accepted a position as head dressage 
trainer at The Rancho Riding Club in Rancho Santa Fe, California 
and asked Tina to be his assistant. She had just graduated from 
UCSD and was considering getting her Master’s degree. However 
with this once in a lifetime opportunity in front of her, she decided 
to take a year off from school and become his assistant. A good 
decision; that was 20 years ago and not only has Tina remained 
at the same location developing her business, Caldwell Dressage, 
but she has continued her association with Guenter.

The day I spoke with Tina, she had just received the news that 
she was named Dressage Trainer of the year in the San Diego 
County Chapter of The California Dressage Society. The award 
is based on her client’s wins as well as clients horses that she 
showed. Her pride in this award was very evident!

I asked Tina who her most memorable horses were and she 
recalled an event horse named Somerset Don Juan, a Quarter 
Horse cross who she won numerous events on including their last 
one at Flintridge where they won all three phases. Botticelli, her 
first dressage horse, was another favorite that she and her dad 
took to shows where she did all the grooming and braiding, as 
was her upbringing. 

While Tina presents a classic, elegant picture on a horse, she is 
also a competent rider and trainer. She developed Markant, now 
19, from a four-year-old into a solid grand prix competitor. One 
of her most memorable wins was in 2011 at Thermal, when she 
won the Grand Prix Freestyle with a score of 74%. It was a special 
moment for Tina, because two years earlier Mark had colicked 
and the vet had told her to come to the clinic to say goodbye to 
her old friend. 

Tina had reluctantly set out for the barn but when she stepped 
out of her car, Mark called to her. Although the vet was still talking 
about putting him down, Tina wanted him to go out looking like 
a champion so she proceeded to groom him and walk him. After 
walking him for three hours she said goodbye and sadly left. Later 
that evening, the vet called and said, “We’re feeding him hay; he’s 
taken a turn for the better.”  

In January of 2010 she brought Mark home only for him to blow 
out a tendon. The same year her dad passed away. Things weren’t 
going well for Tina, including what looked like another ending for 
her wonderful horse when the vet told her Mark would never be 
sound. Going against the vet’s recommendation of controlled 
exercise, Tina wanted the horse to be happy and turned him out! 
He bucked; he reared; he ran and thoroughly enjoyed himself. As 
a result of this wild and fun behavior he hobbled out of the pasture 
every day.

Tina continued to turn him out until her groom, Javier, who 

Hard Work Pays Off

Tina and Fantastico                                              
Photo by Sheri Scott

has been with her for 15 years said, “Tina, he looks sound!” On 
Father’s Day that same year, Tina did a tribute ride to her dad 
on Mark in a grand prix, qualified for the freestyle the next year 
as well as the regional championships. Sadly, just a few weeks 
ago Mark colicked and had to be put down – leaving a hole in the 
heart’s of all who new the great horse. 

Tina has ridden and competed on three different grand prix 
horses and in three Olympic Trials. She has also developed riders 
up to the FEI level and at The Rancho Riding Club Tina offers 
a full training program focused on competing and training both 
horses and riders for the show ring as well as at home. As she 
looks toward the future, she has high hopes for Exodus Z, a Prix 
St. Georges horse owned by one of her clients, Linda Gove. She 
would also like to start a young horse of her own as well, if the 
right one comes along. 

Tina is evidence that timing as well as dedication and hard work 
pays off! It will be no surprise if this gifted rider produces another 
grand prix horse.

About the writer: Holly Hugo-Vidal is Sidelines’ California correspondent and writes 
the “West Side Story” column. Holly is located in Rancho Santa Fe, California. Holly 
specializes in hunters and equitation as well as adults.  She is an “R” USEF judge, 
clinician and an author. Her most recent book is “Build Confidence Over Fences.”

Tina and her grand prix 
partner Markant.

Photo by Terri Miller
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Alexandra Cherubini and 
EquiFit Are A Perfect 10

Known to most as the founder and CEO of EquiFit, inc., 
Alexandra Cherubini considers herself first and foremost 
a rider and horsewoman. She competes in the amateur-

owner jumper division and has had some impressive wins over 
the years including classes at Washington and the National 
Horse Show. She successfully combines her love of riding with 
her business career for a wonderful life on the big league hunter-
jumper horse show circuit. Sidelines caught up with Alexandra 
and asked her 10 questions.

1.  When did you start riding horses?
I started riding when I was 12 years old, when my friends Lana 

Bilzerian and Marisa Fiumara exposed me to horses for the first 
time. I fell in love with it and like they say, the rest is history! I 
started competing first in the hunters and then started with jumpers 
when I was about 16.

2. What horses are you competing now?
I currently have two gray horses, Carlos and Navardo. I think 

it’s funny that they look like twins; but have totally different 
personalities. Navardo is the “cool guy” in the barn; he’s very 
macho and proud of himself. He’s a great jumper and he knows 
it. Carlos is a total sweetheart, very gentle and sensitive. He’s 
like a sweet little boy next to his cool big brother. They think that I 
am one big treat machine. That’s why they love me! They’re very 
spoiled and whinny every time I walk into the barn.

3. Who is your trainer?
Margie Goldstein Engle. I have been riding with her for two and 

a half years. She has the most wonderful attitude and she has 
helped me so much.

4. What is your favorite horse show?
That’s a hard one! There are so many great shows that I’m 

privileged to attend. My top three would probably be Lake Placid, 
the Hampton Classic and the Gold Cup, mostly because the 
venues are so special. It’s such a treat to show on grass…as an 
exhibitor, everything at these horse shows is prestigious and I love 
the storied traditions and history of these shows. And it’s really 
hard to imagine any town more fun to be in than Lake Placid!

5. Do you have a favorite showing experience?
Most recently it was the Gold Cup last fall where I placed 1st 

and 2nd in the $10,000 Adult Jumper Classic. My horses were so 
good that day!

6. What do you like to do in your free time?
Having free time is rare; but when I have some, there’s nothing 

I love to do more than ride! Just being in and of the moment, not 
having to answer the phone and being able to focus solely on my 
horse, it’s the best part of my day!

7. What are your goals as a rider?
My goals as a rider are to be consistent, to continue to learn and 

grow and most importantly, have fun and enjoy the connection 
with my horses.  

8. What do you consider to be your biggest 
riding accomplishment?

For me, winning any class is an accomplishment. Winning the 
class at the Washington International Horse Show (2006) was 
huge, as was winning at the National Horse Show (2005). It was 
also very cool during World Championship Hunter Week at WEF 
in 2007, when my groom Emilio got an award for his amazing care 
of my hunter Good Night and Good Luck. I loved that because it 
really does take a village to succeed in the show world and it was 
a great moment for my whole team. 

Alexandra may be the founder and CEO of EquiFit, inc.; but 
considers herself first and foremost a rider and horsewoman.

Photo by Parker/Russell – The Book LLC 2013

eSidelines Top Ten

Alexandra and 
her husband 
Camilo Alvarez.

 Photo by 
Kate Soroka
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Alexandra enjoys a victory gallop.
Photo by Parker/Russell – The Book LLC 2013

9. How did you start EquiFit?
Over 40 years ago, my parents started a company, AliMed, 

Inc., that designs, manufactures and distributes medical supply 
products. I saw how many of these products and the technologies 
used in them, could be adapted for the benefit of horses. Most 
EquiFit products utilize material and technologies used in the 
human medical and sports fields. So in the year 2000 I started 
EquiFit as a way to help horses, especially those involved in 
competition.

10. We understand that you have recently unveiled 
some exciting new products, what are they?

Yes, we are very proud of two new products in particular - the 
D-Teq line of boots and the IceAir Cold Therapy Boots. We’re 
always hunting for new materials that better suit the equine athlete 
and the conditions they compete under. We work closely with our 
riders, trainers, managers and grooms to create products they 
need and want. The D-Teq line was a natural progression for 
us. We combined elements of our trusted T-Boot line with new 
technology being used in other applications. As with most of our 
products, we utilized material used in the human medical and 
sports fields and adapted it for the equine athlete. The D-Teq line 
actually includes technology from both state-of-the-art running 
shoes as well as military protection equipment. The IceAir Cold 
Therapy Boots work to reduce inflammation and control swelling 
and pain. They are the only ice boots on the market that offer 
cold therapy with adjustable air compression. They are ideal for 
rehabilitation and pre/post exercise treatment.
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that doesn’t feel like your normal training session. All you need to 
do is go from A to B and stop at B. Yes, it’s that simple!  Here’s 
how:

1. Ask your horse to walk a short distance, like from one side 
to the other. Allow  him to walk as slowly as he wants and don’t 
push him to be more active.
2. When you get to the other side, melt to a stop and praise 
him. You can scratch his favorite itchy spot and even give him 
a treat.  
3. After stopping there for about two minutes, pick another 
destination and ride to it.  Same procedure: stop there for a 
couple of minutes and praise the horse.  
4. After about three to four of these, you should find your horse 
picking up the pace a little bit. You can then ask him to trot to the 
next spot, again not worrying about how good the trot is.
5. Once the trot becomes really active, the canter transition 
should be easy. He’s only bucking because he doesn’t want to 
go forward.

With repetition, your horse will start to offer more energy and 
then you can go a little further, put in a change of direction, some 
laterals or a circle here or there, etc. In fact, the more you change 
things up, the more interesting the work gets, rather than boring, 
repetitive trotting around. But remember this - any time your horse 
starts getting dull again, you’ve got to give him a destination to 
rest at. This is the way to solve the problem using psychology and 
get your horse to enjoy his sessions more.

Question: 
My 9-year-old Holsteiner mare has recently started refusing 

fences. We’ve done hunters and equitation together, mostly 
3’ and under classes, since I’ve owned her for the past two 
years; prior to that, she was professionally trained as a 
hunter. We had a pretty successful show season last year; 
but this year she began refusing jumps, particularly in the 

eNatural Horsemanship

By Linda Parelli

Question: 
How do you get a horse to be more motivated to work 

in an arena? I have a 15-year-old Warmblood gelding 
“schoolmaster” who does great out on the trail. But as soon 
as we get in an arena he becomes really dull and doesn’t 
like to move forward. I’m lucky if I get a trot out of him and 
when I ask him to canter, he usually crow hops or bucks. Any 
suggestions?

Answer: 
This sounds like a lack of motivation and this is not surprising 

given that your horse is a schoolmaster. From the horse’s point 
of view, he sees no reason to go around and around the arena, 
whereas on the trail he feels like he’s going somewhere.

When motivating horses that don’t want to go forward, it’s 
important to give them a sense of destination and arrival. It 
doesn’t take long; but you have to be prepared to do something 

Horse Behavior Decoded: 
Motivation

Linda 
Parelli

Linda Parelli’s experience with Pat Parelli as co-founder of Parelli Natural Horsemanship, coupled with her time studying with 
classical dressage master Walter Zettl, has given her unique insight into horse psychology and development. Linda’s gift for identifying 
and interpreting horse behavior and teaching her students to bring out the best in their unique horse makes her one of the most 
sought-after natural horsemanship experts in the world today.

Use psychology exercises to cause your horse to want 
to jump.             Photos courtesy of Parelli Natural Horsemanship
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Cause your 
horse to have 
a positive 
expression 
in the 
arena using 
psychology.

show ring. She’s generally a really quiet, steady mare so I’m 
not really sure what to do to fix this problem. Thanks for your 
help.

Answer:
First of all, it’s important to rule out that there is any pain 

involved. Then let’s look at the behavioral aspects. Horses refuse 
jumps for two reasons: fear or disrespect.  Stating that your horse 
is more quiet and steady makes me think that it’s probably the 
latter reason, disrespect. I would link fear with a horse that is 
more tense, spooky and impulsive. Now, in saying “disrespect,” 
it’s important to know that you cannot smack respect into a horse. 
Respect has synonyms such as esteem, admiration and a high 
opinion, so a horse showing disrespect means that it has a low 
opinion of the rider as his leader and sees no purpose for doing 
the exercise.  So instead of willingly doing as the rider asks, the 
horse argues or becomes unresponsive. What you need to do is 
become more provocative and get the horse to think about getting 
to the other side of the jump.

Here’s what to do:

1. Ask your horse to go from Point A to Point B across the arena, 
with a small, 12” jump in the way.
2. Start at the walk, and the moment the horse crosses the 
jump, ask her for a lively trot to Point B. When you get there, 
stop and rest.  
3. Turn around and head back to Point A using the same 
strategy. As soon as the horse gets over the jump, send her off 
in a lively trot and stop when you get to Point A.  
4. Repeat the exercise until you feel the horse wanting to take 
you over the jump and take a straight, unwavering line toward it. 
As soon as it feels great, stop the session. Start again the next 
day and pretty soon you’ll find that she picks up right where you 
left off and is more eager to get to the other side of the jump. 
Also, it’s important to use the same points at first.

  
If your horse gets sticky about crossing the jump, make it as 

small as possible and do what it takes to coax her over it. Just 
don’t get mad or aggressive, as this will create more problems. 
Horses are emotional animals and if you cause them to feel 
scared or mad at the jump, they will associate jumping with that 
negative feeling.

After about four sessions of training your horse to get to the 
other side of the jump, you can begin to vary the exercise - slightly 
higher jump, different destinations (Point B), then two or three 
jumps and finally a course of jumps. But remember to keep things 
fresh for your horse. Give her a reason to want to get to the other 
side of the jumps; it will help her see the purpose of it - that she’s 
going to arrive somewhere and rest.
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Tim Gannon Is 
A “Bloomin” Polo Star

By Lauren R. Giannini

 
The co-founder of Outback Steakhouse and inventor of the 

“Bloomin Onion” recipe is a genuinely nice guy. Every June he 
shows up at Great Meadow in The Plains, Virginia for the Van 
Metre Polo Cup, which benefits Capital Caring (palliative care, 
counseling and hospice) and features celebrity players John 
Walsh of America’s Most Wanted, Nacho Figueras of Black 
Watch/Ralph Lauren Polo, and Salvatore Ferragamo, president of 
Il Borro vineyard in Italy and grandson of the world famous shoe 
designer. Tim is a star in his own right.

“At the annual Van Metre Polo Cup Tim Gannon provides all 
the food from Outback and all the staff, from cooks to servers, 
volunteer their time to work for Tim at this polo fundraiser,” said 
John Gobin, general manager of Great Meadow Polo. “It just 
wouldn’t be the same in the sponsors’ tent without Tim Gannon 
and the Outback atmosphere. He’s a very nice guy and incredibly 
generous.” 

Tim Gannon, truth be told, represents more than great 
hospitality in the polo world. He started playing polo in 1992 and 
his passion for the game led him to form the Outback Polo team. 
Tim played high goal polo in the United States, England, Spain, 
Argentina, Dubai and Uruguay. He led Outback Polo to five US 
Open championships (1995, ’96, ’99, 2000, ’01) and set a record 
of three consecutive wins – a feat that has yet to be duplicated. 

In 1999 Tim was honored with the USPA Sponsor of the Year 
award. This year, on February 15, the National Museum of Polo & 
Hall of Fame in Wellington, Florida honored Tim Gannon with the 
Phillip Iglehart Award. “That was a big surprise,” said Tim, whose 
polo career, competition-wise, ended about 10 years ago; he 

now plays only in charity fundraisers or exhibition matches. “The 
National Museum honors players both alive and posthumously, 
so I’m thrilled to be honored with this award while I’m still young, 
vibrant and lucid and grateful to accept the Iglehart Award in great 
health.”

Great sense of humor aside, Tim was chosen for the Iglehart 
because of his “selfless generosity to polo, charitable causes and 
lifetime contributions to the sport.” Martin S. Cregg, chairman of 
the National Museum of Polo & Hall of Fame, stated, “Tim is very 
generous and he was an active player and sponsor for a number 
of years. He has helped children’s polo and polo clubs just starting 
out. He was on the board of the museum for several years and he 
has been an enthusiastic supporter of the Players Association.”

In fact, the day after Tim accepted the Iglehart Award, he could 
be found at the International Polo Club in Palm Beach for the 
Outback 40-Goal Challenge, 9th annual fundraiser that benefits 
the Polo Players Support Group, a non-profit organization 
providing financial assistance to seriously injured or ill polo 
players and grooms. On February 23, Tim played in the 2nd 
annual Charity Polo Classic to raise funds for three Tampa Bay 
area charities: Children’s Cancer Center, Starting Right Now and 
Wheels for Success.

“My son Chris got inspired to do what I do in his area and 
organizes the Charity Polo Classic. Chris and John Walsh hope to 
raise $100,000 for the charities in Tampa,” said Tim. “John is as 
good as it gets. He’s the emcee of my award at the Polo Museum 

ePolo

Tim Gannon moves the ball up the field during the Van Metre 
Polo Cup with teammate John Walsh riding shotgun.

All photos by Lauren R Giannini

Tim Gannon is a genuinely nice guy whose generosity, 
especially with various charities, knows no bounds.
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The Outback/Il Borro Team won the 2011 Van Metre Polo 
Cup, 8-6, over Barclays Wealth/Altair at Great Meadow (left to 
right): Chris Gannon, Brandon Phillips, Tim Gannon, Salvatore 
Ferragamo and John Walsh. The matches have raised nearly 
one million dollars for Capital Caring and awareness of hospice 
services.

and Hall of Fame awards dinner – my whole family will be there. 
It is a great honor.”

Nowadays Tim’s saddle time is reserved for playing in special 
fundraisers like the Charity Polo Classic and the Van Metre Cup at 
Great Meadow in Virginia on June 15 with celebrities John Walsh, 
Nacho Figueras and Salvatore Ferragamo. He named two all-time 
favorite horses, Michellita and Road Runner: he played them for 
several chukkers when Outback Polo won its first US Open in 
1999. 

“Michellita glided like a Ferrari with total smoothness, balance 
and agility,” recalled Tim. “My daughter Kathleen found the mare 
in London with Gonzalo Pieres. Road Runner came from the west 
coast of Mexico and belonged to Memo Gracida. She’s 18 now 
and we still play her. When Outback Polo won the US Open titles, 
we did it on horsepower – a lot of times it all comes down to who’s 
playing the best horses.”

When Tim isn’t hitting the courts with his wife Christie, a former 
all-American tennis player, he’s building a new business after 25 
years of Outback Steakhouse. His new restaurant, PDQ, is all 
about food, too. “It’s fun, fast, casual – grilled chicken and turkey 
and salads,” said Tim. “The opening in February went pretty well 
and we’ll see how PDQ goes. I’m living on the ocean with my wife 
and family. We’re enjoying life. It’s all good.”

Tim Gannon, co-founder of Outback Steakhouse, and members 
of his Outback crew of volunteers, pose with the players behind 
the hospitality tent, which is an annual success at the Van Metre 
Polo Cup: left to right: Juan Salinas Bentley, Nacho Figueras, 
Tim Gannon, Salvatore Ferragamo and John Walsh.
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By Lisa Engel

Most horsemen know of the Genn 
family - Wilhelm, Theo and Ryan - 
the dynamic trio of grand prix riders 
from Rheinland Farm in Lebanon, 
Ohio. While Wilhelm has won more 
than 70 grand prix, the Genn trio 
recently experienced their first 
trifecta win.

  History took place in February 
at the Gulf Coast Classic 
Company’s $25,000 Johnson 
Horse Transportation Grand Prix at 
the Harrison County Fairgrounds 
and Equestrian Center in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. “This was a very special 
class for us. While we have won top 
spots in the past at other shows, 
never before have we placed first, 
second and third,” said proud father, 
Wilhelm Genn. 

 Happy Z, owned by Wilhelm, locked the win in with a jump-off 
time of 37.721 seconds; son Theo rode Bridelbourne’s Winchester 
to a second place finish in 43.227 seconds and youngest son 
Ryan rode Wilhelm’s Cookie Monster to a third place finish in 
47.72 seconds.

What is the secret ingredient to the Genn’s success? 
“Horsemanship is the secret - which shouldn’t be a secret. You 
see horses now a days that go well for one year, maybe two. 
Knowing, managing and caring for your horses and practicing 
good horsemanship is the most important lesson to pass on today 
and I try to do that with my boys,” Wilhelm said. “That will be the 
most important lesson for future generations of riders to learn.”

Theo, 23, who galloped to a second place victory said, “I 
watched my brother go and I thought I could beat his time; but 

there was no way I could beat my Dad’s time without pulling some 
rails. So I decided to go as fast as I could and as careful as I 
could.” That equation worked, giving him a clean round in a time 
that just edged out his brother Ryan. 

“It’s a good thing my Dad won, because we would have never 
let him live it down if he hadn’t,” Theo joked. “Seriously though, 
while it is great that we share our love for riding and we have 
a special camaraderie, it can be really frustrating. I ride against 
my Dad each week and I have a lot of seconds on my resume to 
prove it.”

Theo started riding early with his Dad at Rheinland Farm. “I had 
a Shetland pony; but it wasn’t until I was 14 that I rode in my first 
show,” he said, adding that he turned professional when he was 
18. “My brother Ryan is really a natural. The first time he got on a 
horse he was 16 and he won his first grand prix when he was 19! 
He is a very special talent!”

Ryan, 21, is a freshman at SCAD (Savannah College of Art 
and Design) where he majors in equestrian studies with a minor 
in business and rides on the college team. While he started riding 
late, he said it was a way to connect with his family. “After doing 
it for a while, it really became my passion. Riding was never 
something I was pressured to do - it was always my choice,” 
said Ryan. “My family and my father are very supportive. The 
only pressure I get is the pressure I put on myself. I don’t want to 
disappoint them [my family] - there are a lot of big footsteps to fill.”

How did he feel about the family’s placing in the grand prix in 
Gulfport? “I was rooting for them [Wilhelm and Theo]! I wanted so 
badly for us all to be in the winner’s circle together,” Ryan said, 
adding that he wasn’t upset when his brother pushed him from 
second to third place. “It was so great to be there together, first 
through third - really great!”  

Ryan rides his father’s horse Cookie Monster. “He is perfect. 
He doesn’t spook at anything and has this amazing personality,” 
he commented. “He’s really careful around a grand prix course 
but then you can trail ride him on a loose rein. We’ve had him for 
about two-and-a-half years. He was a diamond in the rough and I 
love riding him.”

The Genn boys are proud to say that they feel their father is the 
best horseman they know. “He has taught us everything about 
horses and riding,” said Theo.Happy Z and Wilhelm Genn gallop to victory.

Photo by Flashpoint Photography

The Genn Men Score A Trifecta
eHorse Show

The Genn family - Wilhelm, Theo and Ryan - are all smiles after scoring a trifecta at the Gulf 
Coast Classic Company’s $25,000 Johnson Horse Transportation Grand Prix in Gulfport, 
Mississippi.                                                                                                      Photo by Beth Matthews
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Aidan Keogh Takes Fashion 
One Step at a Time
By Alessandra Shultz

A little over a year ago I submitted my application to transfer to a 
different university. Originally, I was recruited to ride at a relatively 
small private school in Texas and I thought that that was a dream 
come true: cowboy boots, a long tanning season and, of course, 
horses. But it turned out, that after two years there; I couldn’t 
reconcile my interest in fashion with the major I had chosen, so in 
the fall I transferred to Cornell University in order to study apparel 
design management and product development.

It’s no secret that equestrian inspired getup is all the rage in 
the fashion industry; but I was especially excited to delve into the 
brands that specifically strive to make our sport more exquisite. 
Aidan Keogh, the founder and managing director of Tredstep 
Ireland, took the time to share with Sidelines his insights on 
designing and innovating for the equestrian athlete and the launch 
of the brand’s eagerly anticipated line of breeches.

Tredstep was founded in response to the lack of sophisticated 
half-chaps available on the market. Aidan, a fine art and design 
student in college, “always liked creating things, making it work 
better and making it more beautiful.” The company “started with 
the lower leg from the knee down.” What we take for granted in 
half-chaps now, were innovative features in Aidan’s reinterpreted 
version: elastic panels for proper fit, a range of sizes and an 
elegant aesthetic. Tredstep expanded their product lines to high 
performance socks, a full range of gloves covering all disciplines 
and launched a successful line of tall boots two years ago. 

Aidan said the reinvented tall boots, appropriately named the 
Renaissance Collection, were introduced with a goal to “bring 
something fresh while respecting the tradition of the sport. The 
boot could perform better and be able to flex without changing the 
overall look.” The boots hit a chord with a lot of people who were 
excited to ride in boots straight out of the box. In the two years 
since the boots entered the market, the footwear has become the 
best selling tall boot at equestrian retailers nationwide. 

The brand continues to evolve and, after several years of 
development, has launched the Symphony line of breeches. Aidan 
and the Tredstep team work closely with their sponsored riders 
from across the world to improve and perfect their merchandise. 
The riders give their 
feedback on new 
products before they 
are ever introduced 
into the market and so 
far the breeches are a 

hit. Aidan says that it is “important to be accepted as a classical 
breech. The key is the hunter and equitation riders because they 
are very set on a certain look. Jumpers are more open to new 
looks.” 

As with the tall boots and half-chaps, the Tredstep team strove 
to troubleshoot a performance based problem while preserving 
the generations-old aesthetic that is so ingrained in the sport. 
Unique design features in the knee, waistband, calf and the use of 
cutting-edge textiles and finishes set the breeches apart from the 
rest - at an affordable price point no less. The Symphony line of 
breeches are available at all major equestrian retailers.

My favorite part is the company’s use of self-cleaning nano-
sphere technology that allows the pants to be wiped clean, even 
on white breeches. Tredstep’s specialty design components, 
deemed Motion Fit Technology, are a product of Aidan’s in-the-
saddle research as a top eventer. The waistband design follows 
the curve of the rider’s lower back so that gaping and belt pulling 
doesn’t occur. A padded knee patch adds comfort against the 
saddle but the scalloped bottom of the patch reduces bulk and 
improves fit inside of the boot. The kneepad material utilizes a 
silicone finish that is extra grippy but does not restrict flexion of the 
joint. Tredstep left no stone unturned; the breeches include all of 
these top-of-the-line innovations, but are still 
classic, elegant and flattering. 

Aidan Keogh and Master Tredstep compete cross country at 
Belton CIC 2* in the UK. Aidan is wearing Tredstep boots, socks 
and gloves. He wears Tredstep products as his training and 
competition experiences impact all of his design decisions for the 
company.

Aidan Keogh, 
the founder and 
managing director 
of Tredstep Ireland, 
competes his horse 
Master Tredstep 
at Ballindenisk CIC 
3* in Ireland.

Photos courtesy of 
Tredstep Ireland

Alessandra Shultz grew up in the mountains of Colorado, 
but now lives in upstate New York where she is studying 
Apparel Design Management at Cornell University. She 
currently has two mares which she trail rides and shows 
in the jumpers.

eFashion
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By Jenny Johnson

Members of The Dressage Foundation’s Century Club have a 
lifetime of experience and are a wealth of knowledge, whether 
they know it or not. What might seem like a general observation 
to them may just be the right piece of advice or bit of encourage-
ment that another rider needs to hear. This month, we wanted to 
share some “words of wisdom” from a few of our Century Club 
members. We hope that you can find some inspiration for your 
own riding adventures.

eNever Too Old

Bob Mayne

The Dressage Foundation’s Century Club is a program 
designed to honor senior dressage riders and their senior horses. 
To become a member the ages of the horse and rider must add 
up to at least 100 years and they must ride any level dressage 
test before a judge or dressage professional. With that in mind, 
we have given you the ages of both horse and rider and you can 
do the math. No matter their combined total, it adds up to a great 
deal of wisdom.

All photos courtesy of The Dressage Foundation

A Century 
of Wisdom

Stayner Haller

Lillian Floyd

“One is never too old to 
realize a dream.” – Lillian 
Floyd, of Florida, who 
competed at age 73 with 
Dreamer, age 28.

“Do something with your horse every day, even if it is only saying ‘hello.’ Try 
to ride as much as possible. You have to understand the horse you are riding 
and adjust your riding to him. Dressage is a sport, so try not to think of it as 
anything else. Try to laugh at your mistakes, move on and enjoy the ride.” – 
Bob Mayne, of Oklahoma, who competed at age 73 with Romeo, age 29.

“My suggestion for dressage riders 
would be to take your horse trail riding. 
It is cross-training at its best! Navigating 
uneven terrain, even if only at the walk, will 
greatly aid your and your horse’s balance. 
It will also make him much more acutely 
aware of where his feet are and what he 
is doing with them. An additional benefit, 
which is very significant, is the break from 
the mental discipline required in dressage 
training, all the while furthering the physical 
conditioning of rider and horse.” – Stayner 
Haller, of Michigan, who competed at 
age 73 with LGM Challanger, age 27.
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Elinor Spellerberg

Josephine Rodgers

Rosalie Nitzsche

Alma Perkins

Ellen Newman

“I believe in the same exercise 
for both old riders and old horses. 
I do ten stretching exercises ten 
times every morning. That takes 
about ten minutes. And the horse 
should do his stretching and bend-
ing exercises for about ten minutes 
in his warm up and cool down each 
day. Feel and listen to your horse 
when he has had enough work for 
the day.” – Elinor Spellerberg, of 
Ohio, who competed at age 85 
with King Solomon, age 20.

“Keep moving – you and your horse – and whenever possible, keep mov-
ing together. Of course, good diet is vital, plus joint supplements for both 
of you. Stay active with your GMO (Group Member Organization) and al-
though you and your horse might not be able to work up the levels anymore, 
just the discipline of working tests keeps you focused on proper riding. Try 
something different, like riding to music or getting a change of scenery on 
the trails. Make riding so much fun that you don’t realize you are exercising!” 
– Alma Perkins, of Louisiana, who competed at age 79 with Charisma, 
age 26.

“Love the old ones and keep their work 
consistent with their ability as age related 
changes occur. Keep your veterinarian and 
farrier on speed dial. Enjoy the old horses; 
they still have much to give. For many of 
us, we have a shared history with them that 
counts for much.” – Rosalie Nitzsche, of 
Michigan, who competed at age 70 with 
Bonny Glen Hi Jack, age 30.

“Keep it FUN! Don’t be so serious, and 
smile as you go down the Centerline!” 
– Ellen Newman, of Wisconsin, who 
competed at age 81 with Diana, age 19.

“My highest priority 
which is my best tip:  
Have a good and  FUN 
trainer!” – Josephine 
Rodgers, of Texas, 
who competed at age 
79 with Hershey, age 
23.



FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE SIDELINES APRIL 2013 57



58 SIDELINES APRIL 2013 FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE

A “Crow’s” Eye View on Equine Art
By Amy Herzog

It’s all about perspective for equine painter James 
L. Crow. James and his wife Molly breed American 
Saddlebreds and attend equine sporting events as 
fans, which gives James a perspective not often seen in 
paintings -- that of the fan.

“Over the years I have met the people and their horses 
and marveled at the expression of beauty, athleticism, 
and connection with people that horses enjoy. I try to paint 
horses from the perspective of a fan at sporting events 
and as a true lover of the animal,” James said.

 For 27 years James has been creating work using oil, 
watercolor, and charcoal to bring his vision to life on the 
canvas. With the aid of photographs for reference, James 
often uses his own mares and foals as subjects. He also 
uses animals participating in competitions and races which 
provides James with a front row seat to some of the most 
intimate moments in a horse’s life and the relationships 
the animals form with one another and humans.

 In a painting entitled “First Day,” a mare and foal bond 
for the first time alone together in a field. James utilizes a 
romantic style of painting paired with expert knowledge of 
light and shadow, along with color, to not only show the 
intimacy of the encounter, but to also convey the emotion 
behind it as well. 

“Most fans of mine describe my work as atmospheric 
and life-like, which is fine with me because my goal is to 
represent each horse as a recognizable individual and to 
capture their worlds through the use of the play of light on them 
and the backgrounds,” said James. 

Over the years James has enjoyed much success, starting with 
the sale of a painting titled “Summer Shower” to the Marchioness 

James Crow’s “Summer Shower” resides on permanent display at 
Woburn Abbey in Bedforshire, England.

eArt

of Tavistock in 1983. It was through this sale that James realized 
he could make a living as a fulltime equine painter. “Summer 
Shower” now resides on permanent display at Woburn Abbey in 
Bedforshire, England. 

James has also taught workshops for the American Academy 
of Equine Art or AAEA, with the president of 
the organization, Xochitl (Sheila) Barnes, as 
one of his first students and most successful 
students to date. “He is a generous teacher, 
a true professional and has been a huge 
part of the AAEA for many, many years. I 
am proud to call him my friend,” Sheila said.

 With a degree in Art from Wooster 
College in Wooster, Ohio, James worked 
as an illustrator prior to becoming a 
fulltime painter. His work is exhibited at 
horse venues and conventions; and he 
is represented by the Collectors’ Gallery 
in Lexington, Kentucky, Raintree Gallery 
in Versailles, Kentucky and Dog and 
Horse Fine Art Gallery, in Charlestown, 
South Carolina. His work can be viewed 
at http://jameslcrow.com/ and http://www.
horseartgallery.com. 

About the writer: Amy Herzog is a freelance writer 
and photographer who has been riding hunter/jumper’s 
since second grade. She has a BA in Communication 
from DeSales University in Center Valley, Pennsylvania.

“Cross Country” by James L. Crow. 
Oil on board, 11 x 14
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By Lauren R. Giannini

Daniel Galindo, winner of the 
Polo Training Foundation’s 2012 
Interscholastic Male Player of the 
Year Award, has been described in 
print (Polo Players Edition) by Duncan 
Huyler, Intercollegiate/Interscholastic 
chair, with the words “awesome rider… 
beautiful polo player… and smooth 
as silk.” Affirming these accolades 
by phone, Duncan added, “Daniel is 
6’6” – a big, solid kid, but he rides like 
an equitation rider. He’s easy on the 
horses. He has nice hands, nice seat, 
nice everything. Daniel is the guy you 
want to ride your horses.”

Daniel, 19, grew up totally immersed 
in his family’s business of breeding 
horses for polo at their G & L Ranch, 
Thermal, California. His father Carlos 
Galindo is a 5-goal arena and currently 
4-goal grass professional; his mother 
Stacey rides and plays – her highest 
rating was two goals on grass. His 
older brothers Carlos and Nicolai and 
sister Brianna all play polo. They are 
members of the Eldorado Polo Club in 
Indio, not far from their home. Daniel, 
the third in his family to make Team 
USPA for developing players, started in peewee polo when he 
was four.

“I would love to go professional, but my size might be against 
me,” admitted Daniel. “It’s been a bit challenging my first year of 
college. There isn’t a polo program at University of Oregon and 
not much interest in starting one, so I’ve been going up to Portland 
to work with Brendan Alcott who works with the JV team at Oregon 
State. I do lessons with him. I run to stay fit. During the Christmas 
break I went home and played polo every day. Being on Team 
USPA makes me want to do more and work harder mentally. I 
like to be perfect. I watch videos to see what I can do better and I 
watch games to keep my mind in it.”

Among his major influences are Joe Henderson and Corky 
Linfoot. “I would watch how Joe played because he is a big guy 
like me,” admitted Daniel. “Corky was coach of my dad’s team for 
a long time. I would hang around so I could hear what he said. I 
always listened to the pointers he gave to the players. When he 
came to the ranch to do hitting lessons with the team, I tried to be 
out there, watching and listening to everything.”

Daniel cites his father as an important factor in his equestrian 
education. “Horsemanship is the most important thing I got from 
my father,” he said. “The most important part of polo is being 
a horseman and riding the horses to improve my game means 
being able to read the plays. I’m more of a defensive back player. 
You have to be aware of everything going on. I just fell into 
that defensive position naturally. I was always the bigger guy, I 

Daniel Galindo

Daniel Galindo Just Wants To 
Play Polo

ePolo

Daniel Galindo played Leti, owned by his uncle Hector 
Galindo, on day three of the February clinic in Florida for 
Team USPA Developing Players when the clinic moved 
from the International Polo Club to the Everglades Polo 
Club. 

Photos By Elizabeth A. Hedley, USPA-NCD

wasn’t that quick a player, but 
I could always hit a long ball. 
Strength helps, but it’s mostly 
about timing and hand-eye 
coordination. As you play more, 
you learn how to hit and you 
learn the tendency of the ball.”

Daniel is currently rated two 
goals in both grass and arena 
polo, although he confessed 
that at Eldorado they never 
practice arena. Nerves don’t 
bother him during matches 
either. “I don’t feel pressure 
much – I’m too focused,” 
admitted Daniel. “Once I’m done playing, I turn off the player and 
become a person.” 

Daniel’s work ethic carried him through freshman year at 
Oregon University where he maintains a 3.5 grade point average 
and focuses on sports business. He hopes to transfer to Texas 
A&M and get involved in their polo program.

“Maybe I can work in management with a high goal polo team,” 
said Daniel. “No matter what I do after college, I want to keep 
playing. I’m happy that I have USPA and all their resources behind 
me. I ask the players and coaches for advice, do all the clinics I 
can. I just want to play polo.”
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Emma Green                                    Photo by Dr. Mark A. Green

ePony Kids

Do You Want To Be A Pony Kid?
Fill out this easy questionnaire and e-mail it to editor@sidelinesnews.
com.  Be sure to include a photo scanned at a minimum of 300 dpi, and 
tell us who took the picture
Name:
Hometown:
Age:
Ponies:
Trainers:

Of all the ponies you’ve ridden, which is your favorite?
What pony would you like to ride?
How did you get into riding?
What is your favorite horse show?
What was the high point in your riding career?
What was the low point?
Who are your Equestrian Idols?
Other than riding, what do you do?
What are your plans for the future?

Name: Emma Green
Hometown: Carmel, Indiana
Age: 14
Ponies: Goodnight Moon, Smokey, Meadow
Trainer: Anne Eccles
Favorite pony ridden? Goodnight Moon (Stanley)
What pony would you like to ride? Enchanted Forest
How did you get into riding? I started at a 4-H barn and when I got my 
first pony, Smokey, I started doing Hunter/Jumpers.
What is your favorite horse show? Country Heir
What was the high point in your riding career? I was USHJA zone five 
Medium Pony Hunter Stirrup Cup champion.
What was the low point? When my first pony, Smokey went lame, right 
before we bought Goodnight Moon to show in Medium Ponies.
Who are your Equestrian Idols? Brianne Goutal, Jessica Springsteen, 
Margie Engle, Reed Kessler and Georgina Bloomberg to name just a few.
Other than riding, what do you do? 4-H, Pony Club and I play the cello
What are your plans for the future? I hope to win the ASPCA Maclay 
and I hope to become a professional when I get older.

Gabriella Incorvaia                                                                          Photo by Maria Incorvaia

Name: Gabriella Incorvaia
Hometown: Tampa, Florida
Age: 15
Ponies: A Splash of Cute
Trainer: Kelly Cribb
Favorite pony ridden? Whisper 2 Me
What pony would you like to ride? My Mc 
Dreamy
How did you get into riding? I started riding 
lessons when I was 5 and got my first horse 
at the age of 6. But my true love was the day 
I met Kuni (A Splash of Cute). She is the best 
pony in the world and I love showing her.
What is your favorite horse show? Central 
Florida - CFHJA 
What was the high point in your riding 
career? We just did our first rated show and 
qualified to go to Pony Finals this year.
What was the low point? When my first 
horse got hurt and my showing was over with 
him.
Who are your Equestrian Idols? Beezie 
Madden and Reed Kessler
Other than riding, what do you do? 
Besides keeping my grades up, riding is all 
I do. 
What are your plans for the future? Being 
on a college riding team and to one day be 
able to go pro.
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eMaking A Difference

By Lauren R. Giannini

John Walsh is best known for hosting the super-popular 
crime show, America’s Most Wanted, which brought 39 
criminals to justice after it moved from Fox to Lifetime in 

December 2011 – helping to round up more than 1,100 felons 
since its debut in 1988. A new project has the dedicated crime 
fighter working on a pilot for a potential series about really old 
unsolved cases called “John Walsh Investigates.” 

John works closely with the FBI and US Marshalls in the course 
of a case: a matter of win-win for everyone on the side of justice – 
not so good for the criminals. “The pilot involves shooting in three 
different places around the country on tough, really cold cases 
– we’re still working hard, trying to catch these guys,” said John, 
who has a personal stake in serving justice.

In 1981 John and Revé’s son Adam, six, was abducted and 
murdered. In the tragic aftermath, galvanized by grief, they turned 
to activism. Their efforts resulted in the creation of the non-profit 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children in 1984 after 
then President Reagan signed the Missing Children’s Assistance 
Act. Honoring Adam’s memory fired their zeal to fight crime via 
America’s Most Wanted, to further victim advocacy, and to get 
laws passed to protect children from predators and sex offenders. 

Over the years horses became an integral part of the Walsh 
family’s leisure activities, and they often serve far greater purposes 
than mere pleasure and sport. “My wife Revé is a first class rider 
and a world class foxhunter,” said John. “She’s a terrific supporter 
of foxhunting. She brought Noel Ryan from Virginia where he 
was huntsman to Palm Beach Hounds and he has taken that 

John Walsh Gives Back

hunt way uptown. Our son Hayden, 18, is a pretty darn good polo 
player. Cornell University is trying to recruit him. He’s looking at 
University of Virginia and Stanford where they have good outdoor 
polo programs. It’s a real joy to play polo with your son.”

John has a real passion for polo: it’s fun and exciting, but he 
can also utilize his celebrity status to help raise funds for various 
charitable causes. “I’m playing polo all the time – Gulfstream, 
Vero Beach, Palm Beach – and a number of the games are charity 
matches,” admitted John when he spoke to Sidelines in February. 
“I believe in giving back.”

On February 15 John emceed the 24th annual National Polo 
Museum & Hall of Fame’s Awards Gala in Wellington, Florida which 
honored Tim Gannon, the co-founder of Outback Steakhouse and 
a positive presence in the polo world, with a special award. “I’ve 
hosted the awards gala a number of times – the Polo Museum 
& Hall of Fame is a non-profit run by a great group of people,” 

John Walsh, at the 
microphone during the 
awards presentation 
after the Van Metre 
Polo Cup at Great 
Meadow, talking about 
Capital Caring and the 
important work it does: 
“I believe in giving 
back.”
All photos by Lauren R. Giannini, unless noted

John Walsh pursues the ball 
close to the goal posts during 
a charity match
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said John. “Tim Gannon has sponsored or given away millions 
of dollars to charity. What’s even nicer is that Tim’s son Chris is 
following in his dad’s footsteps. He organizes the Charity Polo 
Classic to raise funds for three Tampa charities Tim has been 
involved with, and I’ll be playing in it again this year.”

When John recalled last year’s Windsor Charity Polo Cup 
that he co-chairs at Vero Beach, he started dropping names: 
“We had Memo Gracida, Hall of Fame 10-goaler, Mike Azzaro, 
another great 10-goaler – he was just inducted into the Hall of 
Fame, Lucas Monteverde – 9-goaler and always in the Argentine 
Open, Salvatore Ferragamo, Nick Manifold, Tommy Biddle, Julian 
Daniels. I scored three goals. We had a phenomenal 20-goal 
game for three charities.”

In June, John will again lend his celebrity by playing in the Van 
Metre Polo Cup at Great Meadow, The Plains, Virginia, to raise 
funds for Capital Caring. “They broke ground for the Van Metre 
hospice which ought to open this summer,” said John. “Tim and I 
have played in many benefits together for charity – he really sets 
the bar high for other players and padrones. Tim is always there. 
He never says no. He brings the food.”

At the Van Metre Polo Cup John and Tim will be joined by 
Nacho Figueras, the face of Black Watch and Ralph Lauren Polo, 
and Salvatore Ferragamo, president of Il Borrio (vineyard and 
luxury hotel in Italy) and scion of the Ferragamo fashion empire 
that started with shoes and expanded into clothing. 

“It’s great to be at Great Meadow on a lovely day for the Van 
Metre Cup,” John said. “I’ve played in lots of charity games with 
Nacho – he’s such a gracious guy – last year he flew in from 
Singapore. Salvatore came over from Italy, Tim came from New 
York – we gather from all over to play for a great organization, 
Capital Caring. Polo is a good way to create awareness about 
charities. I believe you have to give back.” Continued on page 70

John Walsh, host of America’s Most Wanted, and Nacho Figueras, supermodel for Ralph Lauren Polo, high-five spectators at the 
conclusion of the Van Metre Polo Cup to raise funds for Capital Caring. 

Hayden Walsh, like his father, has a passion for polo and plans 
to play in college. His older siblings are Callahan, who runs their 
father’s production studio in Washington, D.C., and Meghan, who 
gave John and Revé their first grandchild last fall.  
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Revé and John Walsh

John emceed the 24th annual 
National Polo Museum & Hall 
of Fame’s Awards Gala in 
Wellington, Florida which honored 
Tim Gannon, friend and fellow 
polo player. From left to right: 
Chris Gannon, Marty Cregg, Tim 
Gannon, Phil Heatley and John 
Walsh.
Photo by Alex Pacheco

Celebrity players John Walsh and 
Nacho Figueras (Altair Polo) ride 
hard for Outback/Il Borrio’s Carlitos 
Gracida, who at that moment 
controls the line of play, during 
the 2012 Van Metre Polo Cup 
for Capital Caring. Note the lost 
stirrup, which looks as if it’s just 
beneath the ball as Carlitos takes 
a backhanded swing at it - polo is 
an action-packed game with never 
a dull moment of play!
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David and Chrevi’s Capital compete during a downpour at the 
2012 London Olympic Games.

Photos by SusanJStickle.com

By David Marcus

For those who aren’t aware, I was eliminated 
in my Olympic debut in London this past year. 
Chrevi’s Capital and I were performing our grand 
prix test in the Olympic stadium during a horrific 
downpour. Unfortunately, Capital spooked and I 
was eliminated when we were not able to continue 
our test within in the 20-second time allowed. As 
there are only three riders per team and all three 
scores counted for a team result, my individual 
elimination meant that the Canadian Team was 
automatically eliminated as well.

To give you an understanding of what happened, 
I’ll start by saying that it was a “perfect storm” of 
many things, starting with the weather. When 
I watched the video play back, I realized how 
extreme the weather was that we had to ride in. 
Rain, wind, hail. It was weather that I would not 
hand walk my horse in, or even allow him to go out 
in a paddock, let alone ask him to perform at his 
best at the Olympic Games!

I also can’t stress enough how noisy it was in that 
23,000-spectator stadium. The stadium seating 
was so vertical; it had to be built almost straight up 
with temporary seating and all of the scaffolding 
that was necessary to build the structure and stairs 
created noise in the arena unlike anything I have 
ever heard. Add that to the fact that it had started pouring rain 
and people were trying to get in and out of the seating areas, 
putting up umbrellas, pulling out jackets and hats, trying to get 
some shelter from the heavy rain . . . it was just stimulus overload!

Capital couldn’t concentrate and when he lost concentration, he 
went into ‘panic mode’ and was petrified beyond reason. By the 
time he came back to me, I had exceeded the 20-second time limit 
you are allowed for disobedience in the ring. He is such a trusting 
horse that I could have gotten him to concentrate on his job again, 
but not in the allotted time of 20 seconds.

Facing the media in the mixed zone immediately afterwards 
wasn’t as difficult as you might think, mainly because I hadn’t 
processed all of the emotions 
yet. I wasn’t angry or upset with 
my horse. I was just shocked 
and disappointed. “Did this 
really just happen?” was what I 
was thinking to myself. I really felt like it was out of my control. I’m 
not sure if or what I could have done differently.

I felt extreme disappointment for my owners, my sponsors, my 
team and my country more than I was feeling disappointment for 
myself. I felt that I had let everyone down, including all the people 

who had flown in to watch and cheer us on. My teammates were 
very supportive and helped me to accept that there was nothing I 
could have done to change things in that moment.

It had happened and now it was time to figure out how to move 
forward. We spent that evening in London surrounded by family 
and friends and supporters and we all commiserated together 
about what an unfortunate turn of events it had been.

While grieving is an important part of the process, it’s also 
important not to dwell. While it was difficult, I tried to be positive 

and concentrate on moving 
forward. The next day, I started 
to ask myself, “What’s next?” I 
spent time thinking about what 
would be the next step in this 

horse’s career. How would we go forward and what would our 
goals be? Being a very goal-oriented person, that was an important 
step for me. To do that, I needed to have a goal. So, I got on my 
horse and started training again for the future with my eyes set on 
the 2014 World Equestrian Games in Normandy, France.

“While it was difficult, I tried to be positive 
and concentrate on moving forward.”

My Story: 
Weathering 
The Perfect 
Storm
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David and Chrevi’s Capital were the only Canadian combination 
to advance to the Freestyle at the 2013 World Dressage Masters 
Palm Beach. 

The next stage was very important for me. Upon my return 
home, after Capital had a short break, I began to concentrate 
on Dressage at Devon at the end of September. I felt that 
Devon would be an important step in Capital’s career. It is a big 
show in one of the largest stadiums we have in North America 
with a lot of atmosphere. I felt it would be important for him to 
have a positive experience there, having had such a fright at 
the Olympics.

With Devon as my goal, we began to work backwards. Building 
his confidence was my focus. We went to the CDI-W NEDA Fall 
Festival in Saugerties, New York, which I felt would be good 
preparation for Devon. It was the first time I had competed Capital 
after the Olympics and I was nervous. I didn’t know what he would 
do in there. I wanted to give him a positive experience. I felt I owed 
him that after what happened in London and I didn’t know what his 
reaction would be. I think it’s normal to feel that way after what we 
had gone through.

When he went into the ring in Saugerties for the first time after 
London, he didn’t put a foot wrong. It was a huge relief to know 
that he hadn’t lost his confidence. He went in there and listened to 
me on his first time back and I thought, “Okay, we have something 
to work with here. All is not lost.”

Having worked on building his confidence back up, we got to 
Devon and we won the Grand Prix test! I thought to myself, “We 
are not only talking about moving forward, now we ARE moving 
forward!”

As I write this, we have now done six shows since the London 
Olympics. I believe in my horse and I believe that London really 
was an unfortunate one-time situation. Having said that, I do 
believe that Capital suffered from what we humans would refer 
to as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. As a result, we’ve carefully 
picked the shows that Capital goes to and when. I don’t want to 
avoid situations that might make him a little anxious. Instead, I 
want to take him into situations like that so that I can train him and 
build him up and let him know that he can handle those types of 
situations in the future.

My Olympic experience took some thought and time to recover 
from and there was great disappointment involved. But I think 
anyone involved with horses at any level, be it an amateur, a 
junior, a recreational rider or a professional, has to be able to go 
through ups and downs in their riding career. It’s all part of the 
journey.

About the writer: David Marcus made his grand prix debut in January of 2012 
and, six short months later, had earned a place on the Canadian Dressage Team 
for the 2012 London Olympic Games. He operates David Marcus Dressage, a full-
service training facility, just west of Toronto. In the winter, he is based in Wellington, 
Florida. David, 32, currently campaigns Chrevi’s Capital and Don Kontes at the 
grand prix level for owner Deborah Kinzinger.

“My Story” is a first person account of life in the equestrian world. To have your 
story considered, send a brief description of your story to editor@sidelinesnews.com.

David and Chrevi’s Capital won both the Grand Prix and the 
Grand Prix Freestyle at the 2013 CDI-W Wellington Dressage in 
Wellington, Florida.
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eEuropean Connection

By Maria Wynne
Sidelines Writer Across the Pond

Oliver Greenall is one of four brothers - Jake, Toby and Tom 
- all of whom have inherited the deeply entrenched family racing 
genes. Having been brought up in an intensely competitive 
environment, Oliver has set himself on the path of becoming a 
leading Point to Point (steeplechasing) trainer.

With in-depth experience gained from leading figures and his 
own successful riding career, which includes the Mens National 
Point to Point Championship in the 2007/2008 season (56 
winners) Oliver is well placed to achieve his goals. Add to this his 
inherently equestrian family background and it becomes clear that 
he is a young man on a pre-destined path.

His father is Lord Daresbury, who was a keen and successful 
champion amateur jockey himself, the fourth Baron Daresbury of 
Walton, more commonly known as Peter Gilbert Greenall. Lord 
Daresbury is not only heir to the brewery giants Greenalls, a 
former High Sheriff of Cheshire, a company Director with a chain 
of hotels, a former Master of the Wynnstay Foxhounds, long-time 
friends of the Royal family and a financial player in the City, he is 
also Chairman of Aintree Racecourse where the legendary Grand 
National is run each year.

Oliver’s mother, Lady Daresbury (Clare), hails from the 
Weatherby family, who founded the private company Weatherbys 
in 1770. This organisation is the heart of the Thoroughbred Industry 
and provides British Horseracing with its central administration 
and maintains the founding Thoroughbred Breeding Register.

Other notable personalities in the family tree include Oliver’s 
Great Grandfather who hunted the Limerick Hounds in Ireland 
and his Uncle Johnny Greenall whose name is synonymous 
with brilliant horsemanship and a blazing day of Hunting with the 
Meynell.

Oliver trains from Stockton Hall, Malpas in Cheshire and 
currently has 20 horses in training, doubling his tally from last 
year. He has particular hopes for a horse called Cool Friend, a 
real stayer who will be aimed at the Aintree Foxhunters later on 
this year.  However it is not all about winners, but also educating 
the youngsters and ensuring that they develop correctly and reach 
their full potential, fully confident in their own abilities. If this means 
that a horse does not run until late in the season then so be it. He 
will mature into a better horse for the next season.

Oliver himself is a charming, self-deprecating, modest, 

courteous and polite young man who has time for everyone 
and quite a formidable female following. Particularly amongst 
the cougars of the countryside! Horse & Hound magazine ran a 
feature in the February 14th issue titled “Hunting’s Most Eligible 
Bachelors” and unsurprisingly Oliver and his three brothers were 
all featured. Their parents would have been proud! I can imagine 
that upon reading the article Oliver will have covered his mouth 
with his hand and giggled in his boyish way with embarrassment.

To learn more about Oliver, visit his website www.olivergreenall.
co.uk or follow him on Twitter at @olivergreenall.

About the Writer: Maria Wynne has spent her entire life with horses and her family 
background is steeped in them. She is a proud (single) Mum of the an adorable 4 
year old son named Theodore Denman, who is named after the 2008 Cheltenham 
Gold Cup Winner. 

Oliver riding Tinkwood at Tabley Point to Point.
Photo by Richard Dawson Photography

Racing genes: (left to right) Lady 
Daresbury, Thomas Greenall, 
Owner Eric Brook, Oliver Greenall 
and Lord Daresbury

Oliver Greenall: Royal Racing Lineage
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By Alexa Cheater

Ainsley Vince of Burlington, Ontario, had always wanted to be a 
professional rider. Although she didn’t come from a horsey back-
ground, Ainsley got her start early and enjoyed a highly success-
ful junior career. In 1995, she was named to the Canadian Eques-
trian Team for the first time and has gone on to represent Canada 
proudly on the international stage, including the 2000, 2003 and 
2004 World Cup Finals.
Ainsley currently competes with Frieda, a 12-year-old Sachsen-

Anhaltiner mare owned by the KMA Group, at the grand prix level 
and has enjoyed an impressive number of top 10 finishes through-
out North America. In 2012, they finished second in the $50,0000 
Grand Prix of Rockwood at the CSI2* Angelstone International 
before heading to Toronto’s prestigious Royal Agricultural Winter 
Fair where they finished fourth in the $50,000 Canadian Show 
Jumping Championships Phase II and fifth in the $50,000 Weston 
Canadian Open.
Also a successful coach, Ainsley returned to her own equitation 

roots by guiding her student, Ashlee Steffens, to victory in the 
Jump Canada Medal Final at the 2012 Royal Agricultural Win-
ter Fair. She plans to continue mentoring students in the hunter, 
jumper and equitation rings while maintaining her own competitive 
career.

How did you begin your riding career?
Honestly, I was so young I don’t really remember. My mom has 

a picture of me riding a pony in a snowsuit when I was three.  I 
used to drive them crazy because every time I saw a horse, or 
even a picture of one, I was always quite adamant that I should be 
riding one. I didn’t come from a riding family; but I seemed to start 
a trend since both of my sisters followed right behind me.

What are your future goals as a competitor?
I would really love to have a solid string of horses that I can do 

the bigger FEI competitions on. Last year was such a great year 
for me because I was able to make the trek to Spruce Meadows 
for two weeks. I also think that to be at the top of your game, you 
have to spend some time competing in Europe, so that is defin-
itely also on my list.

What was your most embarrassing moment with horses?
I remember being jumped out of the tack a few years ago dur-

ing a big class at Spruce Meadows. The stands were, of course, 
full at the time. I just rolled and rolled and rolled while my horse 
took off and was running around near the bank at one end of the 
International Ring. I remember worrying he might get out, or get 
hurt. But by the time I got up, he was standing at the top of the 
bank with a beautiful sunset behind him. It was like a scene from 
a movie. Then he put his head down and started to eat the grass 
and the crowd just went wild with laughter.

Ainsley Vince and Frieda
Photo by Cealy Tetley

eCanadian Connection

What do you look for in a horse?
Of course they have to be athletic, but it’s more than that. I’ve 

worked with a lot of different horses and it comes down to heart 
and attitude. Take my old horse Catch 22 for example. His con-
firmation meant he technically shouldn’t have been able to jump 
the way he did; but he did it anyway. My current mare, Frieda, is 
the same way. She’s a small horse; but she always tries so hard. 
I think the horse has to be intelligent and believe that they can do 
it and they will.

How do you prepare for a big competition?
I find everyone prepares differently. My sister Sydney likes to 

stand at the side of the ring and make jokes with people. I’m the 
opposite. I always like to take some quiet time by myself. Some-
times finding those few minutes to really focus on the class can 
be really tough. I’m always running around helping clients or with 
horses in other rings; but when I can get those dedicated few min-
utes to myself it really helps put my head in the right place and 
helps me focus.

If you hadn’t chosen a career with horses, what would you 
be?

Something to do with design. At one point I had thought about 
becoming an interior designer or a landscape architect. I got a 
taste of that when we built our farm, Linden Ridge, from scratch. It 
was such an interesting experience and I was able to do the layout 
exactly as I wanted it.

What are your favorite things to do when you aren’t riding?
I love to go scuba diving, play tennis or go for a run. Of course I 

never get to enjoy those things as much as I would like! I think part 
of the appeal of riding for me has been that I really do enjoy the 
outdoors, so it makes sense that all of my other favorite activities 
would be outside activities as well.

About the writer: Alexa Cheater is an avid horse lover who spends an inordinate 
amount of time at the barn for someone who doesn’t own a horse. When she’s not 
enjoying the company of her favorite four-legged friends, she’s writing about them as 
Communications Specialist for Starting Gate Communications Inc., a public relations 
agency specializing in equestrian sport. www.startinggate.ca

Continued Success 
for Canada’s 

Ainsley Vince

Ainsley Vince
Photo by Michelle C. Dunn
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By Lindsay McCall

Behind each respected and talented equestrian, no matter the 
discipline, is a trainer, coach, or professional that demonstrates 
horsemanship, skill and sportsmanship. In return, the equestrian 
student teaches their trainer such attributes as determination, 
goal achievement and setting limits.

For coach and talented eventer Missy Ransehousen, Chef 
d’Equipe of the Para-Equestrian Dressage Team since 2000, her 
students are a constant reminder of the determination of a para-
equestrian. Rebecca Hart, a 2012 Paralympian, is one example 
of this perseverance. Rebecca has been with Missy for five years 
and within that time they earned multiple national championships 
and traveled around the world for equestrian competitions. 

When Missy entered the Para-Equestrian discipline it was 
unfamiliar territory.  Missy had the skill set to train the horses 
and was a well-respected eventer but she was learning new 
techniques, new rules and working with riders that lacked able-
bodied aids. From cleaning stalls and grooming, to mounting the 
horse and showing, each aspect is altered from the able-bodied 
world. In five years Rebecca earned many international titles and 
owes her skills to the top training from Missy.

Rebecca has returned the favor, however, and as Rebecca 
left the 2012 Paralympic ring for the last time Missy noted, “I 
was teary eyed when she left that ring; it was a journey to get to 
London.  Rebecca put a large amount of work into this preparation 
alongside having a full-time job. I have learned a lot from Rebecca 
over the years but her last ride was the best lesson.  After leaving 
the ring one day prior she was disappointed and quite hard on 
herself. To have a disappointing ride and come back and have a 
beautiful second test is what makes her a great competitor.”

Para-Equestrian trainers like Wes Dunham and Kai Handt 
understand how to help their students become top competitors 
-- even when their students may not believe in themselves. When 
the late Jonathan Wentz came to Kai Handt wanting to ride 
competitively he said he would only teach Jon if he could walk on 
his own.  Jonathan Wentz was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy at 
birth and was determined to reach every goal he set for himself. 

When Kai told Jon this goal, Jon 
began walking without assistance 
or aids. Over the past five years 
Kai took Jonathan under his wing 
and taught him horsemanship, 
professionalism, sportsmanship, 
and how to perform to the best of 
his abilities on every horse. Kai 
was rewarded with a 21 year-old 
gentleman, that excelled in school, 
was a hard worker, was driven by 
his own success and the success 
of his team, and was the most 
accomplished equestrian in the 
United States in 2012.

When Paralympian Donna 
Ponessa approached professional 
Wes Dunham in 2011 he was 
impressed by her gumption. 
Donna Ponessa was diagnosed 
with Devic’s Disease, a form of 
Multiple Sclerosis, placing her in a 

ePara Equestrian

wheelchair with the constant use of mechanical ventilation. To be 
able to ride at the elite level of a Paralympian, Donna and Wes 
worked on an exercise plan that also involved weaning her off 
of her ventilation tube. In less than one year Donna became a 
fit, athletic, equestrian and she was able to stay off her tracheal 
ventilator for longer durations than she ever thought possible. 
Donna traveled the world and was a top performer at the 2012 
London Paralympics. She went from a basic dressage rider 
to elite rider thanks to Wes. The learning between student and 
teacher continually evolves with Wes and Donna and because of 
Donna, Wes is now working with additional Para-Dressage riders 
like Sydney Collier.

A Para-Equestrian trainer is a person that can look past the 
diagnosed disability and work with the rider and their horse. 
Missy, Kai, and Wes are just a few of the many trainers that enjoy 
working with para-equestrians. Each set of challenges brings 
forward additional answers and new lessons to be learned by both 
teacher and student.

About the writer: Lindsay McCall is a lifelong hunter/jumper 
rider and is the Public Relations Manager for the United States 
Para-Equestrian Association. 

Praising Para-Equestrian Trainers

Rebecca Hart aboard Lord Ludger (owned by Jessica 
Ransehousen) with Chef d’Equipe and trainer Missy 
Ransehousen.                                            All photos by Lindsay McCall

Paralympian Donna 
Ponessa with trainer Wes 
Dunham.

Jonathan Wentz’s 
trainer Kai Handt 
with Kai’s horse 
NTEC Richter 
Scale at the 2012 
Florida CPEDI3* in 
Wellington, Florida. 
The rain came 
down in buckets 
during the jog, 
soaking the horses 
and people and yet 
Kai kept smiling.
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eOff Centerline 
It’s Dressage Gone Wild in Wellington with non-stop CDIs, 

symposiums, clinics, charity events and much more…and it makes 
you wonder when everyone sleeps! To make it to all the activities, 
Anna and Cindy Bovay have started Cinanna Concierge Service 
to cater to the busy equestrian’s every need. 

Willowtree Farm in the Hamptons has a new trainer. Mette 
Larsen and Jenny Susser are excited to welcome Amanda 
Rossiter to their beautiful facility in Riverhead. If Amanda looks 
familiar, you may recognize her as the former head rider for the 
World Famous Lipizzaner Stallions. 

Dressage riders and trainers Caroline Roffman and Endel Ots 
of Lionshare Dressage Farm in Wellington, Florida are excited to 
announce a new partnership with Der Dau Custom Boots. Both 
Caroline and Endel will be stepping up and stepping out in style 
with a new pair of show boots, as well as “everyday” boots from 
Der Dau. Riders aren’t the only ones stepping out in Der Dau 
- celebrities, Fortune 100 executives and more have been seen 
wearing Der Dau custom boots and shoes.  

USA Olympian Adrienne Lyle, recipient of the Carol Lavell 
Advanced Dressage Prize, has been preparing for her trip to 
Europe to compete and train with Klaus Balkenhol. She and 
Wizard have a full schedule of CDI competitions in California 
before their European adventure this summer. Also keep an eye 
out for Adrienne’s up-and-coming young horses – she’s been 
enjoying the process of bringing them along and hopes to start 
them out on the California circuit. “I think we have some very 
talented youngsters on our hands. It is exciting to work with them 
and watch them learn and mature every day,” she said.

Olympic athletes Debbie McDonald and Mason Phelps 
came out of retirement to perform a disco-themed pas de deux 
at The Challenge of the Americas presented by SSG Gloves in 
Wellington, Florida. Dressed in white tailcoats with red satin lining, 
the two trotted down the centerline to a freestyle choreographed 
with the help of Carl Hester and set to music provided by Terry 
Ciotti Gallo. The Challenge celebrated its 11th anniversary 
in its fight against breast cancer with teams of top international 
dressage riders competing in freestyle quadrilles to raise money 
to help find a cure for breast cancer. Proceeds benefited the 
Breast Cancer Research Foundation through Play For P.I.N.K.

The Dressage Summit, 
held in Wellington, Florida, 
brought the best of the 
natural horsemanship world 
together with the best of the 
dressage world. The event 
was a huge success and 
featured, from left to right: 
Christoph Hess, Linda 
Parelli, Pat Parelli, Walter 
Zettl, Premier Equestrian 
CEO Mark Neihart and 
Charles de Kunffy.

Skeletons on the show grounds? Not really, just the handy 
work of Gillian Higgins from Horses Inside Out who teaches 
equine biomechanics by painting the inside of the horse on 
the outside! This is Caroline Roffman and her small tour 
super star Her Highness and the two little guys are Barnes 
and Noble who never miss an opportunity to “paint the town.” 
Special thanks to Cavalor Premium Feeds and Supplements 
and the International Equestrian Education program at 
Starwyn Farm for bringing Gillian from the UK to the USA!
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eHorse Show

By Holly Hugo-Vidal

Hugh Mutch, or Bert as many call him, has made his home in 
San Francisco for the past two years. Originally from New Canaan, 
Connecticut, he is the son of legendary horseman Ronnie Mutch 
(for whom the equitation class is named). As a junior, Hugh 
trained with his father and assistant trainer Timmy Keys at their 
well-known Nimrod Farm in Weston, Connecticut. 

 Hugh gives Timmy credit for teaching him valuable tools that 
he still uses today in his lessons. His dad would occasionally send 
him off to George Morris (for a little humbling) if they got into a 
father-son argument, which Hugh says always worked and he 
would come home a little humbled and better for it!

Achieving one of his first goals in life, Hugh won the AHSA 
Medal Finals in 1978 (having been second the previous year). 
Still to this day, Hugh and Ronnie hold the record for being the 
only parent and child to win this prestigious class. Ronnie won 
it in 1950. This win was not only a great family accomplishment; 
but quite amazing considering the fact that Hugh actually lived 
in Kentucky with his mother and only came to Connecticut over 
Christmas vacation to ride. Not until he was in his last junior 
year did he dedicate all his time to riding. Up until then football, 
basketball and soccer had been his sports.

Hugh had the incredible opportunity to work with many of the 
horse world’s greatest horsemen, including Bert de Nemethy in 
Gladstone, New Jersey at the USET team headquarters. Hugh 
also rode with Bernie Traurig as well as the great Rodney Jenkins, 
who Hugh regards as the best rider he ever saw. He worked for 
Rodney as a ground man as well as preparing Rodney’s horses 
for several years at Rodney’s Hilltop Farm in Orange, Virginia.

If Hugh was having trouble correcting a problem with a horse, 
Rodney, not being a verbal man, would say, “Get off and I’ll get on 
and show you how to fix it. Watch me and then you do it.” Rodney 
could do things with horses that other people couldn’t! 

Spending three winters at Gladstone was valuable training 
for Hugh. The riders 
brought a couple of 

Continuing A Winning Tradition
their own horses and were permitted to ride some of the famous 
old horses at the team that had been donated, such as Almost 
Persuaded, Flying John and Mainspring. Hugh recalls Bert 
drawing on a blackboard the correct way to do a leg yield or some 
lateral movement, showing the sequence of the horse’s legs. 
Then the riders would ride the team horses and with the benefit 
of mirrors on the side of the ring and in the corners, they could 
watch the horse’s movements as well as get a feel of the correct 
way to perform these movements.  Having already felt it on the old 
schoolmasters, they would ride their own horses and try to do the 
same thing. Hugh said he is reminded of these experiences to this 
day, every time he gets on a horse.

Giving credit to his dad, Hugh feels that Bert de Nemethy and 
Rodney Jenkins were also the most influential horsemen in his 
life; a generation that he feels no longer exists. He hopes to pass 
on this incredible knowledge to today’s riders. “It’s my turn! This 
needs to be passed on,” Hugh said.

Hugh became a successful professional rider, winning his first 
grand prix in 1979 just a year after winning the Medal finals. Hugh 
also took several sabbaticals as he tried to determine exactly what 
he wanted to do. This included galloping racehorses and breaking 
babies in Kentucky. Then in 1991 Hugh had the opportunity to 
ride the incredible dappled gray hunter Roxdene and he showed 
her with tremendous success. It was not uncommon for her to 
win every class in the division. Hugh still gets goose bumps when 
he thinks of her. “A freak of nature!” In late 1991, Sam Edelman 
stepped up and backed Hugh’s career as a grand prix rider, 
resulting in 12 grand prix wins over the next four years on both 
coasts as well as in the Midwest.

In addition to his involvement with horses (Hugh still shows 
and recently competed horses for John Charlebois at a show in 
Del Mar, California) Hugh is an accomplished landscaper and 
has designed some incredible barns, including one of his own in 
Virginia. His latest passion is a gelato business called Yogorino in 
San Francisco. It originated in Italy and two Italian master chefs 
trained Hugh, who now owns a franchise in partnership with his 
wife Jennifer and her family.  

Hugh and PF Twister II. 

Hugh “Bert” Mutch and his wife 
Jennifer. 

Photos by James Leslie Parker
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Middle Ground with Martha Deeds
eColorado Eventing

Martha holds Luna, 24 hours old, a three-quarters Thoroughbred 
she bred.

By Courtney Zimmerman

Martha Deeds is a well-known eventer based in Larkspur, 
Colorado.  Growing up as a hunter in Northern Virginia, Martha 
went to college in Colorado and began dabbling in eventing. She 
fell in love with the sport and the scenery and knew that Colorado 
is where she needed to be. 

In 1999, Martha, who is a vet tech, established Middle Ground 
Farm, a boarding and training facility where she is an event 
trainer. Martha’s family is also active in the equine industry - out of 
six kids in her family, only two of her siblings don’t ride. In addition 
to a family of riders, Martha’s eventing life has been improved by 
her mentor Eric Horgan, who lives in England and gives clinics in 
Colorado and throughout the United States.

Martha is a Type I diabetic, which can sometimes make her 
abundant workload a challenge. It is something she constantly 
has to be aware of, in addition to informing those around her in 
case she starts slurring her words or showing other symptoms of 
low sugar levels. She keeps sugar tablets in almost every room. 
It can sneak up on her; but she usually has a handle on it. “It’s a 
frustration; a constant, but manageable problem,” Martha says. 
She hopes that her story can serve as an inspiration to others who 
are also juggling multiple complexities in their lives. 

How did you get your start in eventing?
I started eventing in the late 1980’s when a friend convinced 

me to do a pair pace and my horse and I had so much fun that I 
entered an event soon thereafter. 

You come from a pretty large family. How involved is your 
family in the equine industry? 

My mother was a great horsewoman and passed that trait to 
all of my siblings and myself. Almost all of us are involved with 
horses to this day, either in eventing or jumpers. 

What horses or projects are you currently working on?
My current projects include three talented horses with varying 

degrees of experience and training. I have a four-year-old 
homebred Thoroughbred-Warmblood cross that I have raised 
from a baby. I also have a small six-year-old Thoroughbred whom 
I raised from a yearling and I plan to compete him this year. 

Additionally, my friend and student has a very nice five-year-old 
Dutch Warmblood by Rubino who I will start competing this year. 

What do you look for in a horse when trying to advance in the 
sport of eventing?

Event horses must be sound physically, be mentally brave and 
have the ability to move forward. I do enjoy the Thoroughbreds as 
they have many of the attributes needed for eventing success. I 
have bred some Warmblood with the Thoroughbreds to try to get 
the best out of both breeds.

What is Middle Ground Farm like?
Middle Ground Farm is a facility designed to keep horses at their 

most familiar and natural setting. The horses enjoy large pastures 
with free choice hay throughout the day. It is a friendly working 
barn where the priority is on the horse and rider’s development. 
All riders enjoy using the dressage arena, jumping arena or indoor 
arena that has a high ceiling and natural light. We enjoy hacking 
our horses out on the local dirt roads and paths available to us to 
further our horses’ conditions.

Do you like teaching or competing?
I have had many horses over the years and they have been 

my best teachers.  I enjoy teaching others to help the horse and 
rider relationship develop to the best of their ability. I do enjoy 
competing as it keeps me current and involved with the sport of 
eventing and it is a great way to evaluate and encourage progress. 

About the writer: Courtney Zimmerman is from Cincinnati, Ohio and graduated 
from the University of Kentucky with a B.S. in Equine Science and Management. She 
is currently working on her M.A. of Communication at Northern Kentucky University. 
She works at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden as an Animal Handler in the 
Education Department.  

Martha and Loke competing Preliminary at the Colorado Horse 
Park.                                                     Photos courtesy of Martha Deeds



FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE SIDELINES APRIL 2013 95

Writing a book isn’t as easy as you might think. One of my friends 
recently commented that she had no idea of all the steps involved in 
having a book published. Unintended Lies by Linda Kendall McLendon 
is my debut novel and can be purchased in e-form from Amazon or 
Barnes and Nobel and in paperback from most book sellers.

As a young girl, I was allowed to read any books I wished. I was 
inspired by horse stories such as the Black Stallion and Red Stallion 
Series, plus I was born with an insatiable love for horses. I was 28 years 
old when I woke up in the middle of the night, realized I had a job and 
money and could buy my own horse. Silly me, I got a $2,000 loan from 
my bank and within a week I owned a pony, a grade palomino and an 
aged American Saddlebred, plus all the tack and fixings to go along with 
them, including a cart and harness. I think I even had a little money left 
over. That was the beginning and also the end - which many horse people 
will completely understand.

It took a series of reinventing myself and talking about writing a 
book for too many years, before I finally decided to make it happen. 
This involved writing classes, attending writing seminars, research and 
reading many books on writing. It meant hiring a writing coach, an 
editor, a critic and a publisher (whose wife is an amazing mentor).

I knew that Unintended Lies needed to include animals and their 
relationship with people. There had to be a calm place where the 
characters could sort things out. Something needed to bind the main 
characters together and the horses were the perfect catalyst to bring them 
together in the first place and give them each a reason to keep going.

I drew from my own experiences - from the people who had come 
so vividly in and out of my life. Neither Catherine DeLong nor Zane 
Wheeler knew exactly what they wanted; but the story lead them back 
to where they came from - their roots - the starting place where we feel 
very comfortable as children.

Catherine experienced many different kinds of love. The sudden tragic 
death of her husband, James, is the center of the many changes. Next, the 
unexpected onset of her uncle’s illness and being forced to make hasty 
decisions draws her to certain places and people.

It is in the old familiar house that she comes to terms with her difficult 
childhood, attempts to get answers to questions and brings to closure 
some of the burdens she has carried in her heart.

It is a story of secrets, misconceptions, tragedy and triumph; but above 
all it is a story about love and endurance.
“Unintended Lies” is available in e-form for $4.99 at Amazon.com or 
Barnesandnoble.com and in paperback through most booksellers for 
$19.95.

Linda Kendall McLendon Debuts 
Her Novel Unintended Lies

eSidelights

Author Linda 
Kendall 
McLendon
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eColorado

By Courtney Zimmerman

Nestled in the Rocky Mountains, Fountain Valley School of 
Colorado is a co-educational, college preparatory, boarding and day 
school. While the scenery may be breathtaking, it is the equestrian 
program that shines. Fountain Valley’s equestrian program started 
small, but the team has proven that riders in the West can ride - as 
the Fountain Valley School Interscholastic Equestrian Association 
(IEA) Team won the National Championships in 2007 and 2009.

Established in 1930, the school has always had Western riding; 
but it was not until 2003 that it developed an equitation and hunter/
jumper program.  Ann Hanna came on as the coach 10 years ago 
and has developed the program to what it is today. 

The equitation program came from shaky beginnings - the small 
riding arena was originally a hockey rink. Without any horses 
for the new program, Ann had to take some from the Western 
program; these five horses were dubbed “Wenglish” because of 
their new roles. Fortunately, they were great beginner horses and 
Ann still uses them in the program, which has expanded to include 

27 horses in the herd.  
Two years into the program, Ann established an Interscholastic 

Equestrian Association team at Fountain Valley School.  The 
shows were very small when it first began; but they have since 
grown.  In 2006, FVS was Reserve Champion; in 2007 and 2009, 
Fountain Valley School won the National Championship, which 
was quite a shock for other teams because no one had ever heard 
about the riding program at Fountain Valley School.  

To help facilitate Fountain Valley School’s success, a graduate 
from the equestrian program donated a new indoor riding facility, 
which is the third largest in the state.  In addition to that, her family 
donated a horse and a stipend award to help students who cannot 
afford to ride at a competitive level.  The award helps fund a 
student to attend four A-rated shows and two clinics for the year.  
As a result of this assistance, every student who has received the 
award has gone on to show in college, either in an NCAA or IHSA 
program.

The equestrian program at Fountain Valley School is different 
from typical high school riding programs because the kids are 
expected to partake in every aspect of care for the horses that 
they ride.  The student can either bring a horse to the program 
or is assigned a horse for the entire season - with the option of 
participating in 3 seasons a year - in order to develop a bond 
and establish some ownership for the student.  Students can also 
board their own horses for just $200 a month because at FVS they 
are expected to care for their own horses.  This attitude creates a 
sense of responsibility and a good work ethic, something of which 
Ann is very proud. 

Ann Hanna seems to have found the recipe for success with the 
riding program at FVS. Fountain Valley School’s riders continue 
to excel in both the IEA ring and on the A circuit, in addition to 
learning how to become good all-around horsemen.  For more 
information on Fountain Valley School of Colorado, visit www.fvs.
edu.

Fountain 
Valley’s 
Equestrian 
Team Shines

Riders line up for an Interscholastic 
Equestrian Association Show at the 
Fountain Valley School of Colorado.

All photos courtesy of Fountain 
Valley School of Colorado

A rider jumps to new heights at Fountain Valley School.
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Continued on page 100

eTravel

By Jan Westmark-Allan

When my phone rang with an offer to take part in 
the “Polo in Paradise” package from The Four 
Seasons Resort Palm Beach during my visit to 

Wellington, Florida, I had to think about it – for about one 
second! I glanced outside at the cold wind whipping across 
the mountains and started packing my bags. I was ready for 
polo, paradise and plenty of it. 

I thought I knew what paradise was – after all I had lived in 
South Florida for 20 years and many people consider the sunny 
south to be the ultimate utopia. 
It seemed like investigative 
journalism was in order – to 
discover if “Polo in Paradise” 
really did exist. My daughter, 
Abby, decided she needed to 
join me in my quest for the truth 
and took time off from school 
and booked a flight from Boston 
to Florida. (Note to all wannabe 
investigative journalists: if a 
person in Boston agrees to join 
you in Florida you can easily 
deduct that the weather is below 
freezing in their fair city and a 
blizzard is on the way. That was 
exactly the forecast.)

Although we had never 
stayed at the Four Seasons 
Resort Palm Beach or enjoyed 
the “Ultra VIP Sunday Brunch & 
Polo,” we were willing to give it 
our best shot. The Four Seasons 
is the official hotel partner of the 
International Polo Club Palm 
Beach and we were willing to 
“partner” up too. We arrived at 
the resort on a Friday evening 
and were immediately given the 
royal treatment – Prince Harry 
and Kate Middleton had nothing 
on us. We were shown to our 
room where a balcony with 
a gorgeous view of the pool, 
beach and sparkling Atlantic 
Ocean showed off what the 
resort had to offer. Standing on 

Discovering Paradise!
the balcony enjoying the postcard view, we started taking notes: it 
appeared as if we had arrived in paradise.

The Four Seasons offers plenty of bonuses with this vacation 
experience and the “Ultra VIP Sunday Brunch & Polo” package 
came with a bottle of champagne, personalized La Martina 
polo jerseys and an official polo bag delivered to our room by a 
handsome Four Seasons employee. As it turns out, paradise is a 
pretty nice place.

On Saturday morning we decided to take a stroll on the beach, 
but only made it as far as the beach chairs. We tucked ourselves 
under a bright orange umbrella for more investigative work and 
quickly discover that while sitting in paradise the desire to work 

fades away. The desire to 
enjoy nirvana, however, kicks 
into overtime. We enjoyed the 
beach for a few hours, including 
the resort’s ever-attentive staff, 
recording it moment by moment 
with our cell phone cameras. 
As part of the investigative 
process, we posted the photos 
on our Facebook pages to see if 
our friends in the north thought 
we had discovered paradise. 
They did.

By Sunday morning we had 
reached the conclusion that 
the Four Seasons Palm Beach 
needs to be on everyone’s 
bucket list. I am pleased that I 
can check if off mine although 
I will probably add it back 
on my list – there are three 
polo packages and I only 
experienced one – so two more 
trips are in order. 

Once we had discovered 
paradise at the resort – it was 
time for polo. Our destination 
was the International Polo Club 
Palm Beach for the VIP Sunday 
Brunch and it turned out to 
be the perfect Palm Beach 
afternoon. Clear blue skies, 
amazing food and front row 
seats for an afternoon of action-
packed polo was all part of the 
experience. We stomped divots 

We left our name on the beach – proof that we were there!

Sidelines attended this game as part of the “Ultra VIP Brunch & 
Polo” package through the Four Seasons Resort Palm Beach, 
the official hotel partner for the International Polo Club Palm 
Beach. Photographer Alan Fabricant, who shoots polo action 
in Wellington for Sidelines, captured the excitement as Port 
Mayaca’s Carlucho tried to push Tommy Collingwood off the ball.

Photo by Alan Fabricant
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and drank champagne on the field during halftime, all the while 
wondering why it had taken us so long to discover that polo and 
paradise go so well together.

When we returned to our table after halftime, a dessert tray 
was waiting for us. An assortment of delectable sweet treats so 
scrumptious that I was able to fold up my investigative notebook 
and put it away – polo and paradise (and chocolate) had been 
discovered. Case closed.

There is no doubt in my mind that the Four Seasons Resort 
Palm Beach offers the ultimate getaway destination. In addition to 

the “Ultra VIP Brunch & Polo” package that we enjoyed, they also 
offer “A Perfect Polo Picnic” and the “Stay & Play with the Best” 
package. If you can’t make it to Florida this season, be sure to 
book your stay for next year. I know I will – it seems as though this 
is an ongoing investigation and I am all over it!

For more information, visit www.fourseasons.com/palmbeach 
or call the Resort directly at (800) 432-2335. You can also contact 
Laurie Zuckerman, Director of Public Relations at 1-561-493-
5549.

Stunning beach, gorgeous ocean, beautiful clouds, shade from 
an umbrella – a perfect day at the beach.

All photos by Jan Westmark-Allan, unless noted

The Four Seasons Resort Palm Beach.

Champagne being poured on the polo field during halftime.

Enjoying front row seats – and an amazing brunch -- in the 
pavilion during polo.

Luis Escabar of Goose Creek shoots and scores on an 
underneck shot.                                               Photo by Alan Fabricant
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eAsides 

The 2013 President’s Award has been presented to the 
International Polo Club Palm Beach and its president John 
Wash (pictured with Bo Derek). The Palm Beach County 
Hall of Fame Committee congratulated John’s dedication in 
promoting the sport of polo, and his determination in making 
the sport a top generator of tourism dollars in the county. John 
and the International Polo Club will be honored at the 37th 
annual Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame Banquet 
and Annual Sports Awards on March 24th at the Palm Beach 
County Convention Center in West Palm Beach.

Photo by LILA PHOTOS

Internationally recognized professional polo player and Ralph 
Lauren Polo model Nacho Figueras will be playing polo at Empire 
Polo Club in California on March 23rd in the Polo d’Elegance 
Charity Match. The theme of the event will revolve around 
horsepower, combining a blend of the elegant sport of polo with 
modern and vintage luxury automobiles. This one-day event will 
offer spectators the chance to watch Nacho compete in a high-
goal polo match while supporting a good cause, the Boys and 
Girls Club of Coachella Valley.

Number one ranked superstar polo player Adolfo Cambiaso 
was in Wellington, Florida to compete in the Outback 40 Goal 
Challenge and took time to talk to Sidelines TV producer Rob 
Jordan. Watch Adolfo’s great interview on the Sidelines website, 
www.sidelinesnews.com.                                 Photo by Alan Fabricant

(WCT) is hot this year with outdoor and arena polo. The WCT 
Finals Outdoor will be held April 3-6 at the Grand Champions Polo 
Club in Wellington and the WCT Finals Arena Championships will 
be held in October at the California Polo Club in Los Angeles.

The San Diego Polo Club is gearing up for an action-packed 
summer, kicking off the excitement on April 13 with the opening of 
their polo school. Practice chukkers begin May 9 and opening day 
is June 9. Take part in the action if you are in the San Diego area.

Learning from the Pros! The Team USPA 2013 players were in 
Wellington in February. Polo Hall of Famers Owen Rinehart and 
Charles Smith along with well-known coach Charlie Muldoon 
helped teach and train Team USPA 2013 in a wide-ranging 
weekend clinic that included on-and-off-the-field lessons. Team 
USPA Players taking part included: Daniel Galindo, Jeff Shuler, 
Kylie Sheehan, Harrison Samaniego, Miguel Questel, Devin 
Vass, Patrick and Matthew Collins.

The Gay Polo League will honor gay Olympians during the 
April 12-13 International Gay Polo Tournament festivities. Six-
time Olympian Robert Dover will serve as Chairman of the Gay 
Polo Olympian Committee.

Robert has earned more honors than any other U.S. dressage 
rider in the sport’s history. He competed in six consecutive 
Olympics for the U.S. equestrian team, four world championships 
and seven World Cups. Mason Phelps, Jr., founder and president 
of Phelps Media Group International, will serve as committee 
vice chairman. Mason, a lifelong horseman, was a U.S. Olympic 
alternate for the U.S. three-day team that competed in the 1968 
Mexico City Olympic Games.

International Polo Club 
Palm Beach is proud 
to announce that for the 
sixth consecutive year, 
luxury Swiss watchmaker, 
PIAGET, will be sponsoring 
the esteemed USPA Gold 
Cup. The 26-goal USPA 
Gold Cup is a symbol of 
professionalism, good 
sportsmanship, and high-
goal polo at its finest. 
Currently holding a 7-goal 
handicap, Jeff Hall 
(pictured) is one of the best 
polo players in the world 
and an ambassador for the 
luxury Swiss watchmaker. 

Photo by Laretta Houston

Congratulations to Nick Snow, who has shown tremendous 
dedication and commitment to the sport of polo, and was 
selected as the winner of the prestigious Team USPA Equus 
& Co. Award, which honors the Team USPA player who best 
exemplifies the program’s principles. Equus & Co. CEO and 
Chairman Jim Whisenand presented a check for $10,000 
and a unique, engraved belt buckle to Nick in February at the 
International Polo Club Palm Beach. Finalists Stephanie Massey 
and Tiamo Hudsepth were also honored and received beautiful 
Tackeria “Ultimate” saddles in recognition of their contributions to 
the Team USPA program.

Get Ready Girls!! The Women’s Championship Tournament 
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eDressage

By Kim MacMillan

Watching Tinne 
Vilhelmson-Silfvén 
ride down centerline 

in her elegant and exacting 
style, you can’t help but be 
impressed. She is quick to smile 
when talking about her horses 
and her family, but she is also a 
very analytical thinker and loves 
to figure out how things work. A 
native of Sweden, her intensity 
and grace come through as 
she talks about her riding and it 
quickly becomes clear why she 
is at the upper echelon of the 
international dressage scene. 

Quoted in November 2004 in 
the Swedish magazine Ridsport, 
Tinne explained her motivation, 
“Passion is my driving force.” 
She is a veteran of six Olympic 
Games and three FEI World 
Equestrian Games spanning 
from 1992 through 2012. At 
press time she was ranked 
seventh in the FEI Individual 
World Dressage standings with 
the 11-year-old Hanoverian 
gelding Don Auriello (by Don 
Davidoff, out of Wey o mey by 
White Star, owned by Lövsta 
Stuteri, Sweden), her 2012 
London Olympic partner. She 
also has two other horses, both 
owned by Lövsta Stuteri, in the 
top-50 FEI standings: Favorit in 
40th place and Divertimento in 
42nd. 

Tinne lives with her family in 
Upplands-Väsby, Sweden and 
works for her sponsor Antonia 
Ax:son Johnson, who owns 
Lövsta Stud. Tinne and her 
husband, Jan Silfven, have one son, Lucas, 11, and two dogs, 
Molly, a Fox Terrier mix and Wilma, a black Labrador Retriever. 

Since the Olympic Games last summer, the pair has just been 
getting better and better. After winning the Stockholm CDI-W 
Grand Prix and the Freestyle in December 2012, “Anton” and Tinne 
have been tearing up the 2013 Florida dressage circuit, winning 
the World Dressage Masters 70,000 Euro Exquis Freestyle CDI5* 
with an impressive 84.075% in January. They went on to win the 
Florida Dressage Classic CDI-W Grand Prix in mid-February, 
where Tinne also took third in the Grand Prix with Divertimento, 
a.k.a. “Tim”. Tinne hopes to represent Sweden in the World Cup 
in Gothenburg in April. 

Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfvén - 
Sweden’s Shining Star

How did you get started in 
your riding career? 

I started in a riding school. 
In Sweden the riding school 
system is extremely well 
organized and the riding 
schools are very, very good. 
It’s a big issue in Sweden that 
every child who wants to learn 
to ride goes to a riding school 
and learns how to take care of 
a horse, how to ride and how 
to behave around horses. 
We are very proud of our 
riding schools. I started like 
everyone else. I think I was 
seven or eight when I started 
riding seriously at the school, 
although when I was four I 
was already hanging out at 
the stables while my mother 
was riding. I did get a horse 
of my own when I was 10. 
When I was 11 or 12, I started 
competing in dressage with a 
pony. Also I did do quite a lot 
of jumping actually, but not in 
competition. 

Who has been your most 
influential trainer? 

I think the German trainer 
Walter Christensen and then 
Louise Nathhorst, of course. 
She still rides, although she 
does not compete anymore. 
She is my trainer and is 
in Florida this winter. She 
also worked with Walter 
Christensen, so it is the same 
school. 

What has been the biggest 
highlight of your career so 

far?  
To me it is Don Auriello - he is something very special. He was a 

step up and opened possibilities for me. It is such an honor to ride 
a horse like him. I think the most important part of my career is to 
get this horse and to be a part of that journey with him. He has a 
lot of things. He has the movement and all of the quality he should 
have; but he also has a mind that is impressive - he wants to do 
his best and he wants to show himself. He really enjoys when the 
people are looking at him. In the stable he behaves like a star, too. 
He wants all of your attention and thinks you should be petting 
him, not anyone else. He is a very cool horse, but in an easy way 

Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfvén is all smiles after her winning freestyle 
ride on Don Auriello at the 2013 World Dressage Masters in West 
Palm Beach, Florida.  

Photo by Allen MacMillan/MacMillan Photography

Continued on page 106



FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE SIDELINES APRIL 2013 105



106 SIDELINES APRIL 2013 FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE

- in a good competitive way. 
It’s a little bit hard to pick a particular competition as a highlight, 

because they are different achievements. The first Olympics was 
a main wake-up thing to be a part of; but the success I have made 
with Don Auriello is bigger than that. I have had him since he was 
eight years old and now he is 11. Also, a very important highlight 
for me is my sponsor, Lövsta Stuteri and the Axel Johnson Group. 
Antonia Ax:son Johnson hired me to take care of her stud and ride 
her horses. I’ve been there since 2000 and it changed my life. I 
met her when she had a young stallion, Weltman, that she wanted 
ridden. Her manager called me and we met and it just worked out 
that I moved over to her place and started working for her. She 
has all of these horses and for me so many possibilities. 

What has been the biggest surprise of your career?  
Maybe I should list Don Auriello as this. He is so different to 

ride. 

What is something people don’t know about you?  
Well, I am extremely stubborn. That probably helps when you 

work with horses. I love to solve problems. I never give up and I 
like to have everything working. Not only with horses, but also, for 
instance, with my mobile phone. I have to fool around with it until 
I get it working. It’s just something that’s in my head. I can’t take 
it when a clock or somewhere is wrong or when something isn’t 
working. 

If you could interview anyone, who would it be?  
Leonardo Da Vinci, because he was an inventor and he had 

such a mind. He invented so many things that came into use 
much later. He was probably a totally crazy person, too, with a 
good sense of humor. He thought of things in such a special and 
different way outside the normal boundaries. 

What’s the best advice you have been given?
It’s necessary to have fun with your horse. If you don’t have fun 

and if you don’t love your horse, you can never achieve anything. 
It has to be that cooperation, the two of you together - you have 
to like to be together. It’s built on trust. It was Christensen who 
said that. 

What is your idea of happiness?
I think to have a life with friends and family… it’s so normal 

to say, maybe, but to have a balanced life - a whole life with 
everything in it is so important. Then if you can have fun, too, 
along the way… If you can have people around you that you like 
to be with - it’s very, very important.  

About the Writer: A graduate of Purdue University with degrees in Agriculture 
Journalism and Animal Science, Kim MacMillan has been writing about horses and 
equestrian competition, science, agriculture, history and travel for over 30 years. 
Also an accomplished photographer, she and her husband Allen own MacMillan 
Photography & Media Services. They live on an 84-acre farm in Northeastern Indiana 
where they raise Warmblood horses and sport ponies. 

Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfvén and Don Auriello strut their stuff after 
winning the 70,000 Euro 2013 World Dressage Masters Exquis 
Freestyle competitions.     Photo by Allen MacMillan/MacMillan Photography

Tinne Vilhelmson-
Silfvén and her 
11-year-old 
son Lucas and 
their dog Molly 
at the 2013 
World Dressage 
Masters.  
Photo by Shelley 
Higgins/MacMillan 
Photography

Top three riders with the trophy from the 2013 World Dressage 
Masters70,000 Euro Exquis Freestyle, left to right: Patrik Kittel, 
Sweden, second; Tinne Vilhelmson-Silfvén, Sweden, first; and 
Steffen Peters, U.S.A., third.  

Photo by Shelley Higgins/MacMillan Photography

FEI Veterinarian 
Mike Tomlinson 
and Tinne 
confer about 
Don Auriello’s 
FEI passport 
before the jog 
for the 2013 
World Dressage 
Masters.  
Photo by Kim 
MacMillan/MacMillan 
Photography
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Continued on page 110

ePolo

Arena Polo 
Scores Big Hit At Great Meadow

By Lauren R. Giannini

Remember the polo scene in Pretty Woman? Sure you do: 
gorgeous horses and handsome riders galloping hell-for-leather, 
field-side tailgate parties of beautiful people – vivid and exciting. 
This 2,000-year-old game, actually the first recorded team sport in 
human history, has come a long way from its roots in Persia and 
central Asia. 

In the mid-19th century, British troops stationed in India fell 
madly in love with the game – read “The Maltese Cat” by Rudyard 
Kipling, an outstanding short story written from the ponies’ point 
of view. The Brits embraced polo as their own and took it to 
England and expanded it further into the western hemisphere. 
In 1886 Great Britain defeated the United States in the first ever 
Westchester Cup. 

By 1910 polo had taken off in the United States. Games were 
contested outside on huge grass expanses (300 yards by 160 
yards), bigger than nine football fields. It was expensive to field 
teams of four players who changed horses every chukker (seven 
minute period of play). Polo enthusiasts took the game indoors, 
which allowed play to continue year-round and in inclement 
weather. In 1955 the Indoor Polo Association (established 1915) 

merged with the US Polo Association (USPA), signaling an 
important new era for the growth of the game.

Arena Polo has brought in lots of newcomers from all walks 
of life and all age levels. Polo schools provide lessons and 
experienced ponies, which are actually horses up to about 16 
hands, and league play flourishes, both on the club level and in 
the USPA Interscholastic/Intercollegiate leagues. Three riders per 
team, enclosed area with wooden boundary to contain the action, 
shorter periods, and fast action much closer to the spectators 
results in a win-win situation. 

Great Meadow Polo, located at Great Meadow Events Center in 
The Plains, Virginia, launched arena polo on Friday nights in 1994 
when the founder’s son Peter Arundel acted on a suggestion from 
the late great Big Joe Muldoon to establish polo in the Piedmont. 

“Joe took Peter to Pittsburgh where they had an arena and 
then Arthur, Peter’s father, built the arena with a berm with trees 
overlooking the arena and that started Twilight Polo at Great 
Meadow,” explained Rob Banner, board member for 17 years until 
stepping up as President four years ago. “Since then, Twilight Polo 
has only grown. Our berm makes it easy to spectate. There are 
boxes arena-side that can be reserved, and families and groups of 

Amateur photographers love 
taking photos at Twilight 
Polo, because they can 
get close to the action. 
This photo was taken with 
relatively sophisticated 
equipment, however, by a 
professional. 

Photo by 
Robert Banner/Great Meadow
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Continued on page 112

Arena Polo has brought along a 
bunch of young stars. In May 2011 
Twilight Polo opened the season 
with a hotly contested 7 pm match 
between the locally based Riverside 
Polo - Wyatt Harlow and brothers 
Tyler and Austin Burdick - versus 
Work To Ride - Brandon Rease, 
brothers Daymar and Kareem 
Rosser - from West Philadelphia. 
The match ended in a 10-7 win for 
Work To Ride. In 2011 WTR made 
history by being the first all African 
American team to win the National 
Interscholastic Championship. 
All photos by Lauren R. Giannini, unless noted

friends bring picnics and sit along the berm. Last year attendance 
grew by 25% and on the first night in May we hit a record of more 
than 3,000 spectators.”

Twilight Polo’s games start in the cool of the evening as the sun 
sinks lower in the western sky, eventually disappearing behind 
the horizon that includes Wildcat Mountain. About 10 years ago, 
the decision was made to move Twilight Polo to Saturday night, 
because spectators driving from northern Virginia and D.C. got 
stuck in the Friday evening rush hour that often brought westbound 
traffic on Route 66 to a halt.

Professional player John Gobin (currently 5 grass, 6 arena) 
played high goal polo for eight years starting in 1992 when he was 
handpicked by the USPA to play for the US in the Westchester 
Cup. He remembers a crowd of 30,000 people and meeting HRH 
the Queen of England and Prince Charles. John, 22, scored the 
winning goal in double over-time. He still considers winning the 
Westchester Cup the biggest game of his life.

Six years ago John took over as general manager of Great 

The view from the top of the berm early in the evening before the matches begin: people are still arriving and setting up their picnics.

Meadow Polo and has helped introduce a number of innovations. 
“We wanted more families at Twilight Polo every weekend, not just 
two or three times a season,” said John. “I’m a family man. My wife 
Kathleen is our vet the majority of the nights, and we have one kid 
who rides ponies and does hunter-jumper stuff. I love being a dad 
and a husband. I started the tug-of-war in the arena at halftime 
and all the kids love it. Then we send the kids on a race around 
the arena, helping the parents who want to have their kids slow 
down and settle at their picnics while they watch the last match. 
We have Polo Bear, and last year we introduced Lucy, a miniature 
horse. We brought her into the arena so kids could pet her.” 
There are other reasons why Twilight Polo has grown in popularity: 
new players come into the game via the Great Meadow Polo 
School and other area schools. There are often ‘student’ chukkers 
at 6 pm, followed by the first match at 7 and then the feature at 
8 o’clock. New players get their friends out to cheer for them and 
then everyone stays to enjoy the rest of the matches. 
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Female players are on the increase: Julia Steiner has the right of 
play, but Tyler Burdick is right there, hoping for an opportunity to 
block a shot or ride off the opposing player  - there is no chivalry 
in polo where men and women play as equals, thanks to the 
horses.                                                               Photo by Douglas Lees

A tradition after 
each match: the 
high five - in this 
view, Riverside’s 
Tyler Burdick, 
Wyatt Harlow 
and way back 
Austin Burdick 
make their way 
along the boxes 
on the berm side 
to trade high five 
with spectators 
at Twilight 
Polo at Great 
Meadow.

“Right now we have about 30 students in our school and it’s 
going really well,” said John. “They play on grass at Willow Run, 
but we also have lessons in the arena at Great Meadow. During 
the off season we turn out our school ponies and students go to 
nearby schools like Natania and Battlefield Park.”

Another innovation, the continuous play rule, has contributed to 
the increasing popularity of Twilight Polo at Great Meadow. The 
action is less interrupted during chukkers that last six minutes. “We 
had been playing the ‘continuous play rule’ for about three years, 
and I happened to be chairman of the USPA Arena committee and 
I spearheaded the move to get the rule changed – it’s fun to watch 
and it’s easier on the horses, which is very important,” explained 
John who appropriated the idea when he played in England.

At $30 per carload for general admission, spectators get a 
great deal. Food is sold on the berm or they can bring their own 
picnics. They can reserve a ringside box for the season; some are 
available for one evening. It’s a full evening of sport and then the 
dancing begins.

“I think that the dance party makes Twilight Polo a great 

Saturday night choice for people out here in the country, because 
there aren’t many places to dance between Middleburg and 
Warrenton,” stated Rob. “Most of all, what is really special about 
Twilight Polo is that the arena is a great way for people to learn 
how to spectate the game. It’s very hard to follow the game on 
grass when you don’t know what you are seeing and you aren’t 
familiar with the rules of play and the horses are way over on the 
far side of the field.”

Twilight Polo kicks off the new season on May 18 with a star-
studded evening. Great Meadow has invited several celebrity 
players, and Jordache will take to the runway between matches 
for the fashion show in the pavilion. 

For more information on Great Meadow, visit www.
greatmeadowpolo.org. For more information on the United States 
Polo Association, visit  www.us-polo.org. 

About the writer: Sidelines’ Lauren R. Giannini is an award-winning “wordsmith” 
specializing in stories and photos about the equestrian world. Crazy about horses 
her entire life, she lives in the horse and hunt country of Virginia. Lauren’s motto is 
“write, ride - not necessarily in that order!”

You can get very, very close to the action from the boxes along 
the arena: the players were about five feet away from the 
spectators and you could see that the horses knew they were 
racing for the ball. 
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STALLION DIRECTORY

FABULEUx
(Fabriano/Augustinus xx/Absatz)
Elite Hanoverian Stallion, 16.3h
German test scores: 9 s walk, trot, temperament
willingness to work; 10 canter. Proven sire. 
Also standing Elite Hanoverian Stallions: 
Dacaprio (Davignon/Caprimond) and
Liberty (Lauries Crusador xx/Gimpel)
All approved AHS, GOV, ISR/Old, CSHA
Bridlewood Farm - 859-485-6000  
www.bridlewoodhanoverians.com 

LEGACY’S 
CONqUISTADOR DEL SOL
Sire/Dam: (Don Juan x Lolita)
16.2 hand Black PRE Andalusian 
Cria Caballar Revised
Conquistador is a true gentleman and has a 
great disposition for the lateral and collected
work. Showing 4th, Debut PSG in Wellington 
2012.
www.legacyfarmsofjupiter.com

TEMPRANILLO
2000 17 hh imported KWPN by Calvados Keur 
Out of Ilobria Keur Pref (Damiro x Transvaal) 
Approved CWB Bronze Premium CSH 
Competed 3rd level dressage 1.20m jumpers 
Sires elegant, athletic offspring who move with a 
lot of suspension and jump in phenomenal form 
Standing at Klondike Victory Farm Alberta 
See our whole line-up of 5 imported stallions at 
www.kvf.ca 403-748-3070 stud fee $1,250 cad

FLEXIBLE
Cruising/Flex/Safari  16 H
1996 Imported ISH Stallion
2012 Rolex FEI World Cup Ch. 
1st USA win in 25 years
Highest ranked Irish Sport Horse for 
World Ranked Show Jumpers
Breed to one of the few U.S. based Stallions
Currently competing both Nationally and
Internationally.  Stud Fee: $2,500
www.FlexibleGrandPrixJumper.com  
503-638-7716
carol@FlexibleGrandPrixJumper.com 

DON DE MARCO
Donnerwetter/First Class/Welt As
16.1 Black Oldenburg Stallion by the outstanding
Grand Prix dressage stallion Donnerwetter, sire
Of Donnerhall. Producing top Premium Foals.
Standing 17 hd GP Jumper Selle Francais stallion 
Crin Rouge, Ruben O – KWPN Stallion by Ulft
PSG modern moving Friesian Stallion Bente D. 
Ask about our breeding special stud fees of $500.  
ISR/Old RPSI.  www.centaurfarms.com

UB40
Olivi x Michelangelo
2001 16.2 hand chestnut KWPN stallion
Winner Get of Sire Dressage at Devon, 2010
Sire of: Apache—KWPN Approved Stallion, 
5 2010 KWPN-NA Top Five award winners, 
and El Paso ISF, Champion Young Horse 
Dressage at Devon 
Prix St. Georges winner
www.IronSpringFarm.com
610-383-4717

LIBERTY 
(Lauries Crusador xx/Gimpel/Don Carlos)
Elite Hanoverian Stallion, 17.1h
Highly successful Grand Prix competitor with
owner Tina Konyot, 2012 Olympian. 
Also standing Elite Hanoverian Stallions 
Fabuleux (Fabriano/Augustinus xx) and
Dacaprio (Davignon/Caprimond)
Exceptional Offspring Available!
Bridlewood Farm - 859-485-6000  
www.bridlewoodhanoverians.com

DONARWEISS GGF
DeNiro-Hohenstein-Archipel 
2001 Hanoverian, 16 H, Stud Fee: $1800
Champion of his 30-Day Test, Grand Prix 
winner with scores to 76%.  Now winning
In the FEI Young Riders with Genay Vaughn.
Premium offspring incl. USDF HOY winner.   
Contact: Hilltop Farm www.hilltopfarminc.com
breeding@hilltopfarminc.com or 410-658-9898

CLAIR DE LUNE SE
8y Holsteiner Contendor/Largo/Alme 
A Superstar producing champions! 
‘09 YEH finals CHAMPION 
‘09 BWP Bronze medal for eventing. 
2010 BWP Silver medal for eventing. 
Offspring: 2010 #2, #3, colts.2012 #1 filly 
BWP national standings. 
#1 in FEH year end finals 2010, 2011,2012 
sefarm.com 805-551-6336
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VIVA  VOLTAIRE
Our Farm’s Best Kept Secret
Sire of many A Circuit Hunter/ Zone Champions
 Several international dressage horses, 
AHS approved son;
Top Performance Pedigree with Voltaire, 
Grannus, Argentinus; wonderful temperament.
W. Charlot Farms – 519-271-5322
www.charlotfarm.com
2004-2012 USEF Leading Breeder

Put your 
Stallion ad here

Email Joyce Jones at 
jjones@myacc.net 

or call 954-796-1809

ET-FRH
Hanoverian by Espri Ridden by Hugo Simon
Two time winner of FEI World Cup
#1 World Ranking three years in a row 
Over 100 international GP wins 
Breeding avail. through cloning technology 
www.replicafarm.com  Exclusive USA Distributors
908-310-2125 or kathleen@replicafarm.com

DILLIGAF
Approved Imported Irish Sport Horse Stallion 
Proven bloodlines:
Vechta (Voltaire) x Flexing (Cruising)
Flexing is the full sister of Flexible
16.1 hands, bay, wonderful temperament
Bred by Intnl Show jumper E. Doyle 
Currently showing Grand Prix 
Stud fee $1500 LFG, fresh/frozen semen avail 
908-310-2125, kathleen@replicafarm.com

SAPPHIRE
Imported Holsteiner by Liostro
Gold Medal, 2002 Central American Games
Gold Medals, 2003 & 2006 Pan Am Games 
Shown by Olympian Mark Watring
16.2 h grey, beaut. mover, great temp.
Stud fee $2500, LFG 
Breeding avail. through cloning technology 
www.replicafarm.com   
908-310-2125 or kathleen@replicafarm.com

RIO GRANDE
Top Hunter / Jumper Sire
International Jumper under Eric Lamaze.
Sire of many of the best Hunters competing
In US including AHHA Horse of the Year.
Excellent Quality Frozen Semen available.
W. Charlot Farms – 519-271-5322
www.charlotfarm.com
2004-2012 USEF Leading Breeder

CABARDINO
Spectacular Hunter / Jumper Champion
Sire of 2012 Sallie B. Wheeler National 
Hunter Breeding Champion and 
2012 Lieutenant Governor’s Cup Winner
Passes on his extraordinary jumping technique
W. Charlot Farms – 519-271-5322
www.charlotfarm.com
2004-2012 USEF Leading Breeder

WESTPORTE
Hanoverian by Wolkentanz out of St. Pr. Farah 
by Fabriano. Approved with the Oldenburg 
N. A., CSHA, RPSI, CWHBA and nominated 
IHF. The sire of multiple line winners, older 
foals now winning champion or reserve in the 
hunter ring every time out. 
For more info contact:
www.countrylanewarmbloods.com 
or call 604-880-8687

Put your 
Stallion ad here

Email Joyce Jones at 
jjones@myacc.net 

or call 954-796-1809
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Cheryl on Arrie and her daughter Rachel on Bel, enjoying the 
trails at Portofino.

Cheryl and Arrie with friends in the barn at Portofino.
All photos courtesy of Portofino

Cheryl Alles knows how fortunate she is. It’s a rare and wonder-
ful husband who gives his wife a pair of Holsteiner broodmares 
as a Mother’s Day gift and then helps her set up a successful 
small breeding farm. But that was several years in the past, in the 
snowy cold north of Michigan. Cheryl and her husband John have 
since traded in the chilly north for easier southern living in Clayton, 
North Carolina. Sidelines caught up with her riding the trails at 
Portofino, the equestrian community where she now lives.  

You have been riding since you were young, what drew you 
to dressage?

After I became married with children, I was introduced to 
dressage by Linda Larisch. Dressage was the next natural step in 
my dance with the horse. As my first dressage trainer, Linda was 
and still is, such an important influence for me. She introduced me 
not only to the art of dressage, but also to the Holsteiner horse. 
After John gave me those two lovely mares, we decided to try 
our hand at breeding. We ran a small but successful sporthorse 
breeding operation for several years in Michigan.
 
What brought you to in North Carolina?

John had served in the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division in the 
1970s and had always talked of coming back to live under the 
“Carolina Blue” skies. When the kids were young, we spent 
summer vacations on the Outer Banks. So in 2000, when we 
found a small business to purchase in Chapel Hill, even our kids 
felt comfortable with the move. As much as we loved Michigan, 
we grew tired of the long winters and those gray days. John is 
an avid golfer, I love to ride and we can do both year-round here. 
The nice thing about North Carolina is that you still have the lovely 
change of seasons, but without those drastic winter temperatures. 
And there are so many sunny days here! So in 2000, we sold the 
farm and moved from Michigan to Clayton, North Carolina. We 

Trading the Snowy North for the 
Sunny South

eSpecial Section - North Carolina

kept one broodmare, Bel Esprit and bred her for one last foal in 
2004. She came south with us and that breeding produced the 
Holsteiner filly Uwharrie (“Arrie”) who is now eight years old. 

Who have you trained with in North Carolina?
I trained with Elizabeth Moore for several years here. Both 

Linda and Elizabeth have taught me to strive for perfection. Arrie 
and I have competed only at Training Level; but we school from 
First through Third Level movements. We just started training 
with Laurie Hutchinson and I’m looking forward to seeing how 
that partnership can grow. This year I’m planning to continue 
schooling Arrie at First through Third Levels and compete in a 
few recognized shows. My five-year plan includes competing with 
Arrie through Fourth Level. She is a talented FEI prospect and I’m 
looking forward to many years of teamwork to get us to the upper 
levels. Arrie is the mare that dreams are made of!  I’m excited to 
see how far she and I can go together.

How are you able to find the time to ride?
My job as a grants and contracts administrator at Duke 

University keeps me busy; but I still ride four to five days a week. 
After I get home from work, I hop on the golf cart and head to the 
barn to get my ride in. Having the horses right here on the property 
makes it convenient to ride on weeknights. In prior years, I’d have 
to get home, change and drive to the stable after work. Now I 
come home, get dinner started, head down to the barn to ride and 
then I’m home in time for dinner with my family, which is a major 
priority for me. 

What are the benefits of living at Portofino? 
Once we became empty nesters a dozen years ago, John and I 

talked about finding another farm, like the one we had in Michigan. 
But when we discovered Portofino, we realized that having a home 
in this equestrian-friendly community would give us the chance 
to have the horses close by - but someone else is mending the 
fences and fertilizing the pastures. 

For more information on Portofino, visit www.portofinonc.com 
and www.portofinoequestrian.com. 
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Don Principe shows off his half-pass.
Photo by Maryanna Haymon

Don Principe at play.                                       Photo by Sharon Packer

By Lauren R. Giannini

T h o s e  who follow dressage have heard of Donnerhall, 
considered by many to be one of the most influential 
dressage sires of all time as well as a proven winner 

competitively. At the 1988 World Championships in Rome, 
Donnerhall, 17, and his dancing partner Karin Rehbein scored 
a fourth place individual finish and contributed to the German 
team’s gold medal. Donnerhall stamps his get with trainability and 
the strength to handle the demands of collected work. 

If Donnerhall has a “secret” son, it is Don Principe, owned 
by Marydell Farm. Maryanna Haymon, whose Marydell Farm is 
nestled near the rolling hills of Tryon, North Carolina, has so much 
faith in her 14-year-old stallion that she arranged for him to stand 
at Hilltop Farms, the premiere breeding and training establishment 
in Colora, Maryland. The decision wasn’t easy for the USEF 2007 
and 2011 Breeder and Owner of the Year and USDF Reserve 
Breeder of the Year 2009, 2010, 2011, but Maryanna loves this 

Donnerhall’s Legacy – Don Principe
eSpecial Section - North Carolina

horse and believes in him. 
“I would do anything for that stallion,” said Maryanna, who 

has had Don Principe since he was four. “I traveled around the 
world with that horse. I spent two months in Germany when he 
was in training with Klaus Balkenhol. Prince came to the United 
States when he was six, but he hasn’t been getting the mares 
here that he needs to make his reputation. Team riders have been 
contacting me, asking for Don Principe offspring, but the breeders 
– not so much. That’s why I placed him at Hilltop, with the hope 
that performance horse breeders would consider him for their 
mares. I feel I’ve done the best thing for all concerned.” 

Don Principe went to Hilltop last year, albeit late in the season. 
“You can’t ask for better customer service, and I have great hopes 
that Prince will have more mares through Hilltop,” said Maryanna. 
“Some international grand prix riders who breed for themselves are 
breeding to my stallion this year. Don Principe has improved every 
mare he has been put to. He is just like Donnerhall – he makes 
horses better than himself, but it’s a long way from insemination 
to starting under saddle to reaching Grand Prix and FEI levels.”

Maryanna admitted it doesn’t really matter what the offspring of 
Don Principe end up doing as a job. “I want them to be safe, have 
three good gaits and temperament, and correct conformation 

Editor’s Note: Marydell Farm is located in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains near Tryon, North Carolina. Sidelines 
Editor Jan Westmark-Allan had the chance to visit the farm and 
spend time with owner Maryanna Haymon, as well as many 
of Don Principe’s foals. While Don Principe is standing at 
Hilltop Farms in Maryland, Maryanna’s North Carolina farm is a 
testament to the beautiful offspring the stallion produces. If you 
are in the Tryon area, it is worth a visit!
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Don Principe                                                   
Photo by 
Sharon Packer

Maryanna Haymon 
and MF David Bowie 
(a Don Principe son), 
winner of the USDF 
“Traveling Trot” 
perpetual trophy in 
2012. David Bowie 
is growing up at 
Marydell Farm near 
Tryon, North Carolina.                                                  
Photo by 
Jan Westmark-Allan

Gathering for a reunion, 
from left to right, Hans-
Heinrich, Adleheid 
Bruning (Don Principe’s 
breeder), Don Principe 
with Jennifer Baumert 
and Klaus Balkenhol. 
This meeting marked the 
first time the Brunings 
had seen Don Principe 
since he left Germany as 
a five year old.
Photo by Maryanna Haymon

so that they stay sound and are less likely to break down in the 
course of their lifetime,” she said. “What makes Don Principe so 
interesting as a sire is that the Thoroughbred blood up close in 
his pedigree gives him vigor, stamina and general athleticism that 
most Warmbloods don’t have. Jumper blood a few generations 
back, especially on the mare’s side, give his get a great engine. 
If a Don Principe offspring isn’t meant for dressage, they make 
outstanding event prospects and four-foot hunter derby horses.”

Don Principe’s offspring, in addition to having big dressage 
gaits, are also eminently trainable and, as Maryanna pointed out, 
winning in-hand, too. “For the last two years Don Principe is the 
only stallion standing domestically whose offspring have won the 
USDF “Traveling Trot” perpetual trophy, which is awarded to the 
highest scoring champion of all champions in the country for in-
hand performance – MF Duett in 2011 and MF David Bowie in 
2012,” she said. “The only other stallion to do this is Sandro Hit, 
who is based in Germany.”

Don Principe has always had a dual career as a stud and 
as a performance horse. His breeder in Germany, Adelheid 
Bruening, stockpiled semen for their best mares. The Prince’s 

training program has been thoughtful and thorough. Trainer and 
professional handler Michael Bragdell (Sweden), who has been 
part of the Hilltop team since 1995, has taken over the reins on 
Prince since his move to Hilltop. Michael, with the support of 
Chris Hickey, Hilltop’s head trainer, has been building a solid 
performance partnership with the stallion.

“Competition-wise, the only thing Prince hasn’t done is 
represent this country on a team,” said Maryanna. “At one of 
his first competitive outings with Michael in October 2012, they 
scored 77.8 in Intermediaire II. Michael and Prince are getting it 
together, but it takes two years for a rider to get accustomed to the 
idiosyncrasies of a grand prix horse. Even without hitting the CDI 
circuit this year, I think that Don Principe is the best horse on four 
hooves. I think American breeders are missing out on a jewel. My 
goal is for him is to be recognized as a grand prix horse and as a 
breeding stallion during his lifetime.”

For more information on Marydell Farms, visit
 www.marydellfarm.com.
For more information on Hilltop Farms, visit www.hilltop.com.
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By Dani Moritz

USDF Bronze and Silver Medalist Stephanie Pair Kavitz has 
spent her life pushing past boundaries and becoming the best 
rider she could be and now she helps young riders do the same.

With a mom who was as a trainer and a dad who was a farrier, 
Stephanie started showing when she was seven years old. 
Because her mom also worked with racehorses, Stephanie was 
exercising Thoroughbreds at only 10 years old. “I was galloping 
three-year-old stallions for the track, trying to get them ready,” she 
said. “When I was a kid I was pretty fearless.” 

When Stephanie was 17, she applied for a working student 
position with Isabelle Judet, former Chef d’Equipe of the French 
Olympic Dressage Team.  She was also able to train with Bernard 
Scottsman to improve her jumping while in France. Stephanie 
enjoyed it so much she says she never wanted to come home.

As a working student, Stephanie was constantly on the move. 
“I had to go back and forth quite a bit to help on the farm so I was 
constantly rotating back and forth.” She did, however, manage to 
earn a business degree during that time.

After being in France for four years, Stephanie decided to come 
back to the States. “I didn’t take my own horse there and that’s 
the only reason I kind of got convinced to come home,” she said. 
“I wanted to find somewhere in the States where I could train and 
take my horse with me.”

She headed to New York to work and ended up getting a grand 
prix horse whose owner thought the horse was lame and thought 
about sending it to be slaughtered. “I thought, oh please don’t do 
that. Just give him to me. My family has acreage and we’ll turn him 
out, just please don’t sell him to the killers.”

The woman ended up signing the horse over to Stephanie who 
then competed him through Intermediaire 1. He is now officially 
and happily retired at 30 years old.

After being in New York for about a year, Stephanie moved 
back to Georgia and soon after started Revelry Farm. The farm, 
located in Alpharetta, Georgia, is a multi-discipline facility that 
offers training, sales and lessons. She recently moved to a new 
facility, Staples Farm, in order to continue to grow her business. 
“This year will be 10 years that I’ve had the farm in operation,” she 
said. “It’s been fun.”

While managing the farm, Stephanie continues to show her 

Georgia Peach Stephanie Pair Kavitz
eSpecial Section - Georgia

Stephanie riding one of her sale horses, Galahad, at the First 
Level Championships.                                Photo by WNC Photography

Stephanie and her students hanging out at a horse show.
Photo by Jayne Stine

personal horse, Lavida, at Prix St. Georges, with hopes of one 
day competing internationally for the United States. Stephanie 
has owned, trained and ridden Lavida since she was three years 
old. Lavida will be nine in August. 

Often alongside her best friend and fellow USDF medalist 
Amber Clark, Stephanie coaches South Forsyth High School and 
Alpharetta High School and one middle school team. She is a 
former coach of the Georgia State University Intercollegiate Horse 
Show Association (IHSA) Equestrian Team.

She has been involved with the Interscholastic Equestrian 
Association (IEA) for eight years. “One thing I really like about 
the high school program...is it gives the chance to ride,” she said. 
“They don’t have to own a horse to go to horse show with IEA. It’s 
wonderful.” Stephanie is currently trying to get the IEA to introduce 
dressage competition.

She also sponsors several riders because she knows what it 
feels like to want nothing more than to ride and not necessarily 
have the means to do it. “I have several kids that I sponsor,” she 
said. “There’s no way they could afford to ride and do all that stuff 
that they do, so they come to the barn and they work for me. They 
groom, they clean stalls, whatever they’ve got to do they do it.”

Sponsoring riders is Stephanie’s way of giving back to the 
industry that gave her so much. “I had a lot of really great trainers 
who did the same thing for me,” she said. “They knew I had no 
money and they let me come and ride and train anyway.” 

For more information on Stephanie’s farm, visit http://www.
revelryfarm.com. 

About the writer: Dani Moritz is a senior at William Woods University and is a 
writer/producer and creative director for RateMyRiding.com. She is also the 2012 
American Horse Publications Student Award Winner and a staff writer for Sidelines 
Magazine.
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By Dani Moritz

For Juan Cruz, being at the barn isn’t about working toward blue 
ribbons. It isn’t even always about riding. Instead, it’s about the 
peace and tranquility of the barn and, above all else, it’s about the 
connection he feels with horses. 

A staff sergeant in the Army Reserve, Juan has been in the 
service for 23 years and on active duty since 2007. While receiving 
medical treatment at the Shepherd Center in Atlanta, Georgia, he 
began participating in a local Horses For Heroes program called 
Equine Outreach.

Despite having little experience with horses outside of pony 
rides and riding at his cousin’s farm, Juan took to the horses 
immediately. “Just being at the barn was different,” said Juan. “It 
was so peaceful.”

And Juan isn’t alone. Through Equine Outreach, located 
just north of Atlanta, Leslie Olsen, RN, a PATH (Professional 
Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International) and 
EAGALA (Equine Assisted Growth and Learning Association) 
certified instructor, helps many heroes with Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injuries through equine 
assisted therapy.  

“I’m a former navy wife and my dad was an army officer so I 
have military in my background and I saw a video on PATH... on 
how they were starting to use therapeutic riding to help wounded 
warriors and I thought that is definitely what I want to do.”

Equine Outreach focuses on utilizing equine assisted therapies 

Atlanta’s “Horses for Heroes” 
Helps Wounded Warriors

to bridge the gap between military and civilian life. It also helps 
them work through visual impairment and improve their memory.

“I love being around them,” said Leslie. “I love to see how they 
respond to horses. You can tell sometimes when they get out of 
the car in a dark mood and in about five to 15 minutes they’re 
smiling and it’s a complete transformation.”

The servicemen and women participating in Horses for Heroes 
do Hippotherapy on Fridays with Windy Thomas, OT, and 
recreational riding on Wednesdays. During the Hippotherapy 
sessions, riders complete an obstacle course that mimics driving 
on a street. They steer through PVC poles and interact with street 
signs to get from point A to point B which particularly helps those 
who have trouble driving due to visual issues.

This activity is a favorite of Juan’s since he is the one who sets 
the course. “I learned how to set the course for the guys to come 
do the course that we do and it’s like my little baby,” Juan said. “I 
walk on that course, I put it together myself when we get there in 
the mornings and I love it.” 

They also enjoy other activities such as barn chores, grazing 
the horses, groundwork and even painting the horses. “It is a great 
outdoor therapy for us soldiers and vets that are used to outdoors.  
Due to the injuries or PTSD conditions, it allows us to be outside 
and be out of the hospital and doctors office environment,” said 
Juan. 

For one art therapy session, they were asked to unpack their 
backpacks and, on one side of the horse, paint what they wanted 
to get rid of and, on the other, paint what they wanted to keep.

“Most of them painted things like getting rid of their guns and 
the hate;  one guy drew a picture of the World Trade Center; one 
of the other guys painted love and peace,” said Leslie. “Those are 
really powerful sessions.”

But for Juan, he’s just happy to be around the horses. “I love 
to take the horses from their stalls back to their grass areas or 
just go graze them for a while or bring them back to their stalls. 
Sometimes I just like to go groom the horse,” Juan said. “There 

Juan sharing a moment with Poppy. In the background is Cindy, 
an Equine Outreach volunteer.     All photos by Leslie Olson, unless noted

eSpecial Section - Georgia

Nate bonding with Halo.
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Cindy leading Poppy while Juan is a side walker for fellow 
serviceman Harry.

A therapy horse named Summer after an art therapy session. 
This side of Summer illustrates what the heroes wanted to get 
rid of from their backpacks.

doesn’t have to be anything going on.” 
Juan’s passion for horses has grown so strong that he actually 

moved closer to the barn to be able to spend more time there. He 
now works for Leslie and plans on being involved with horses for 
the rest of his life.

Juan is even considering different riding styles. “The times 
I have ridden are Western - because of my back problems and 
issues it is more comfortable,” Juan said. “When I started there I 
was heavier; but I haven’t tried English again. I might try it later 
and see how it feels.”

Although Juan still has some restrictions from being in the 
military, he definitely looks forward to doing more with the horses. 
“If my mentor, Miss Olsen, thinks that I have what it takes for it, 
then I’ll go for it.”

Juan would like to give a special thanks to his mentors Leslie 
Olsen and Windy Thomas for all their help and encouragement
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Dani Moritz

As a young man trying to fund his college career, Rick Cram 
turned to horse shows. In 1987, he began his first horse show 
business called RSC Horse Show Services. He built jumps in his 
mom’s backyard and held his first horse show with approximately 
20 horses at Ramblewood in Aiken, South Carolina. 

RSC Horse Show Services later became Progressive Show 
Jumping, Inc. (PSJ), which is based out of Highfields Event 
Center, a 60-acre facility in Aiken that began as a hay field. Both 
the company and the event center are owned and operated 

The Cram Family Keeps 
The Show World Jumping

eSpecial Section - South Carolina

by Rick and his wife, Cathy Cram. Rick takes care of the show 
management and facility operations and Cathy manages the 
corporate offices and does a lot of work behind the scenes.

What started as a very small operation has evolved into 
something on a much bigger and grander scale. PSJ now hosts 
three different circuits - fun shows as well as the PSJ and USEF 
circuits. “Gradually as our business built, Rick acquired other 
horse show dates from the USEF,” said Cathy. “We started with 
two shows and now we have nine USEF shows that we host 
between January and April.”

Rick and Cathy started the fun shows about four years ago after 
Cathy ran into a former PSJ competitor at the store who told her 
she was not competing in the PSJ circuit because it had gotten 
too competitive.  

Cathy was shocked to hear that, but set out to fix the problem. 
“After I got home from the store, I told Rick ‘you won’t believe this 
but I think we need to start PSJ all over again’ and he looked at 
me like I had three heads,” Cathy said. 

So PSJ started their fun show series, which has classes for $10 
and under and is ideal for new competitors or people with green 
horses. 

Despite hosting events almost every weekend and operating 
three different types of shows, PSJ is still very much a family 
business. Rick and Cathy rely on family members, a small support 
group and their two daughters, Celia, 9, and Elizabeth, 8, to run 
the show. “The girls have had to learn how to get their homework 
done in the backroom. When customers come in they know to 
be quiet and how to address them properly. I think that has been 
good for everyone,” said Cathy, of her daughters growing up 
within the family business.

Celia and Elizabeth don’t seem to mind. “We have such great 
horsemen in our community with kids that are close in age of 
my kids,” said Cathy. “They all meet up at Highfields on show 
weekends and jump the little kids’ jumps and have a blast, I 
guarantee all our kids sleep well at night.”Cathy and Rick Cram, with Rendezvous Road.

Photo by Mary G Wyatt

The Crams on a family trip to 
Montana in the summer of 2012. 
Photo courtesy of Cathy Cram
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Cathy laughs that her daughters have “the 
horse show bug” and have been showing 
the past couple of years. Celia, their oldest 
daughter, recently started showing in small 
ponies on the USEF circuit. “I think the first time 
we put Celia on a horse she was eight months 
old,” said Cathy. “Boy she sat right up there 
and when we went to take her off she cried.”

The family’s love for horses and business 
keeps them on their toes. Cathy says they are 
always trying to have fun exhibitor events and 
are always coming up with new themes for 
awards. “It’s tough to sit down week after week 
and totally reinvent yourself for each event and 
come up with something new that you don’t 
think they’ve seen before.”

Well, the Crams must be doing something 
right because each year they increase their 
base of competitors more and more and they 
continue to see competitors work their way 
through the PSJ cycle. 

“...We have people starting on the PSJ circuit 
and they work their way all the way through as 
a junior aging out into the amateur divisions or 
an adult amateur going into the amateurs at 
3’6”. Sometimes you won’t see them for a little 
while or they’ll go to just the A shows. But, as 
soon as that particular horse sells or its career 
might change and they move on to another 
horse you see them back at the PSJ circuit.” 

About the writer: Dani Moritz is a senior at William Woods 
University and is a writer/producer and creative director 
for RateMyRiding.com. She is also the 2012 American 
Horse Publications Student Award Winner and a staff writer 
for Sidelines Magazine.

Elizabeth, and Run for the Roses, and Celia, and Helicon Abbey Road, champions 
at the Historic Aiken Horse Show in Hitchcock Woods.

Photo by Cathy Cram
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By Lauren R. Giannini

Nick Bertelli and Darren Taplin recently made a big move from 
California to South Carolina where they established Foxland 
Equestrian. The West Coast’s loss is Aiken’s gain, thanks to 
Darren’s 35 years of experience and Nick’s 17 in classical 
dressage. Their expertise ranges from starting horses to training 
progressively to the grand prix level. The real beneficiaries happen 
to be the horses and the riders who come under their tutelage.

“My focus is on training – I’m so particular about horses being 
ready,” said Darren. “I love the training process and for the better 
part of the last 10 years I have gotten the most satisfaction from 
working with horses and riders and watching the progress they 
make. I don’t get aggressive; I don’t rattle their confidence. I turn 
the question inside out and go back to the basics. I dissect the 
movements and explain to the rider how to do them and how this 
causes this and that causes that.”

Darren demystifies the complexity of dressage to its most basic 
essence: getting the horse to come through from behind in self-

Dressage According To 
Darren Taplin and Nick Bertelli
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carriage without putting all its weight into the rider’s hands. Among 
the classical horsemen who shaped him are Charles de Kunffy, 
Lilo Fore and Steffen Peters. He spent a couple of years learning 
in-hand work from Bill Biggs, who taught difficult horses how to 
piaffe and passage. About 10 years ago he discovered Sandy 
Phillips, ex-wife of Capt. Mark Phillips.

“Nick and I spend time with Sandy whenever we can. She’s an 
amazing trainer,” said Darren. “She has been so influential in how 
I train. She took both Nick and me to a whole new level in terms 
of our riding, too. I’m a blend of European rider/trainers and the 
better American trainers. I don’t microwave down the centerline. 
I spend time with each horse. I’m into getting them fit from the 
inside out, and my horses last a long time. I have a nearly 20-year-
old grand prix horse I started as a baby: he’s sound and can still 
piaffe and passage.”

For Nick, it was like finding the Holy Grail of dressage in a 
person. “Sandy is an international rider, trainer and judge and 

Foxland Equestrian’s dynamic duo, Nick Bertelli with Natalie and Darren Taplin with Omar, bookend their 
German Oldenburg, Roxette by Rubignon out of Warkant mare, who was the second highest scoring mare in the 
country at her mare inspection for Hanoverian. Roxette is schooling Prix St. George. 

Photo by James Moser/The Barn Book

Continued on page 132
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she’ll get on your horse – you can’t BS her,” said Nick. “Sandy and 
I have grown very close – she’s become a member of our family 
– and I go to England twice a year to train with her. I wish I could 
go more often. Every time I ride with Sandy, she picks up on what 
I learned with Darren and accesses the part of me as an athlete 
that I never knew I possessed. I’m getting closer all the time to 
being the FEI rider I always dreamed of being. Sandy is unyielding 
when it comes to training and feeling the horse in balance: it’s like 
being in a gymnastic and dance lesson at the same time. She 
turns you inside out and puts you back together again better than 
you were before.”

Kindness to the horses is a recurring theme. When Nick took 
his horses to Renaissance Farm 17 years ago, Darren was the 
resident trainer. “It didn’t take long to become Darren’s assistant,” 
recalled Nick. “He was known for being simpatico, for turning 
horses that weren’t started right or were hot into seriously good 
performance horses. We’ve always seen eye to eye about all 
animals, and the horses are our first priority.”

During his Renaissance period, Darren prepared stallions for 
100-day testing. Nick began to work with him to prepare horses 
for their German Verband mare and stallion testing. Many horses 
stayed with them for under saddle training and prepared for their 
competitive careers. 

“The business grew, and I learned a lot from Darren,” said Nick. 
“It worked out really nicely for both of us. Darren is the absolute 
mastermind of training and developing the horses. He still enjoys 
competing, but nowadays when he stays at home, it allows me to 
go to shows which I absolutely love doing. Darren gets to continue 
training the horses that aren’t ready to compete and I get to take 
the horses to shows after he has done his magic with them.”

Darren puts the horses first, and he isn’t afraid to make waves 
and swim against the current. “You have to follow your heart,” 
he emphasized. “I would tell anyone I rode with, ‘If you upset my 
horses and take them out of their safe zone, I’m leaving.’ I have 
dismounted and left and not gone back. Years ago I went to ride 
with Steffen – I had trouble getting the one tempis with a mare – 
and he said, ‘I’ve heard about you.’ I am bluntly honest when it 
comes to the horses. You have to develop trust with the horse and 
it doesn’t always come easy.”

Both horsemen believe that part of the key to developing great 
dressage horses is keeping the fire alive in their brains. They 
set up a jumping chute to get the horses schooling over small 
fences, a fun, strengthening gymnastic. They longe and long-line 
the horses, even the ones at FEI level, the way they ride them. It 
provides another perspective and allows them to see the horses 
pushing off their hindquarters and using themselves.

Darren believes horses have to be horses. The horses they 
take in for training get turned out. They hack out. They do more 
than just go from stall to arena. Darren and Nick’s personal horses 
live outside. Their new farm has a park-like setting, custom barn 
and fencing, individual paddocks and before long it will boast a 
dressage court. 

“We’re running a boutique business here – we want to give 
everyone the attention and individual training they need and you 
have to keep small to do that,” said Nick. “If you get too big, you 
can’t really hone the individual.” 

Nick and Darren’s mission in Aiken includes helping anyone 
to improve their horse, whatever their goals, game, discipline 
or sport. “Dressage is the foundation for everything,” said Nick. 
“Already we have received really positive reactions from the 
community. Hunter-jumper riders and eventers are coming to us 
with their horses. Aiken is a horsemen’s community, and now it’s 
our home. We’re looking to making our own unique contributions.”

For more information, visit Nick and Darren’s website at 
www.foxlandequestrian.com. 

Darren Taplin masterminds the training of the horses: shown 
here with Oxford, schooling canter pirouette in 2010.

Photo by Sally Hitchcock

Roxette and Nick Bertelli: “They are our dance partners.”
Photo by James Moser/The Barn Book



FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE SIDELINES APRIL 2013 133

“Like” us on 
Facebook
Visit our website at 

www.sidelinesnews.com



134 SIDELINES APRIL 2013 FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE



FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE SIDELINES APRIL 2013 135

BARNS / FARMS / TRAINERS / DIRECTORY
Go to www.sidelinesnews.com for active links to all Directories.

To advertise in the Directories call Melissa Burns 
(561) 951-4225 or email melissab@sidelinesnews.com

ALABAMA

FOX LAKE FARM
Allison Majerik Black  
and Mark Tompkins
Hunters/Jumpers/Equitation/Ponies
Birmingham, AL (205) 991-0624
www.foxlakefarm.com

COLORADO

CANDY OWEN
Hunter/Jumper/Event Prospects
Longmont, Colorado
(303) 910-1903
candy@oqh@rocketmail.com
www.owenquarterhorses.com

CAPRICORN FARM
Hunter/Jumper Show Stable
Golden, Colorado
(720) 254-6904
gktthomas@gmail.com
www.capricornfarm.com

DENVER EqUESTRIANS
Horseback Riding School and Stable
Littleton, Colorado
(720) 633-4829
www.denverequestrians.com

IRON HORSE FARMS
Elizabeth, Colorado
(303) 803-8015
info@ironhorsefarms.com
www.ironhorsefarmsco.com

MERIDIAN RIDING CLUB
Tracye Ferguson
Hunter/Jumper/Equitation
(720) 413-9623
www.meridianridingclub.com

PENDRAGON STUD 
EqUESTRIAN CENTER
Laura Backus
Larkspur, Colorado
(303) 688-4871
www.pendragoneventing.com

SAVOY STABLES
Premier Hunter/Jumper Stables
Littleton, CO
Brianna Davis/Head Trainer
(720) 937-4554
www.savoystables.com

SNOWFIELD FARM
Parker, Colorado
Laurie Jueneman/Trainer
(970) 390-0993
snowfield@q.com

STRANG RANCH 
EqUESTRIAN CENTER
Carbondale, Colorado
(970) 963-2319
staff@strangranch.com
www.strangranch.com

THE COLORADO 
HORSE PARK
Parker, Colorado
(303) 841-5550
admin@cohorsepark.com
www.coloradohorsepark.com

TABLE MOUNTAIN RANCH 
Golden, Colorado
(303) 278-3285
info@tablemountainranch.net 

TOLLAND FALLS 
VENTURES
Sedalia, Colorado
(303) 688-8725
manager@tollandfarms.com
www.tollandfarms.com

TRIPLE CREEK RANCH 
Lynn McChesney/Owner 
Longmont, Colorado 
www.triplecreek-ranch.com
 
UP AND OVER, INC.
Jennifer Rhodes
Hunter/Jumper/Equitation
Castle Rock, Colorado
(303) 929-7856
www.upandoverinc.com

WELLS BRIDGE FARM 
Private Equestrian Training Facility 
Corky Shaha – Trainer 
Paul Rohrbach – Trainer 
Parker, Colorado 
(303) 841-0142 
rohrbachranch@aol.com 
www.wellsbridgefarm.com

FLORIDA

ACORN CREEK FARMS, LLC
Hunter-Jumpers-Equitation 
Training-Sales-Showing-Board 
Wellington, FL 
Erica A. Kahn (561) 797-1614 
Farm (561) 584-8426 
www.acorncreekfarmsllc.com

ALLWYN COURT FARM
Kathy & Gerry Newman 
14155 Equestrian Way  
Wellington, FL 
Training, Sales, Hunters,
Jumpers, Equitation  
FL Circuit, East Coast, Midwest  
(772) 201-9337 

ASHLAND FARMS
Ken & Emily Smith
Training/Showing/Sales
14710 Palm Beach Point Blvd.
Wellington, FL   33414
Ken (561) 818-8495
Emily (561) 371-1510
www.ashlandfarmsfl.com

BILL SCHAUB
Over The Hill Farm
Hunter/Jumper/Equitation
Training and Sales
B (407) 322-1912 or C (407) 474-2348
wothfarm@aol.com
www.othfarm.com  

CARRIAGE HILL FARMS
Hunters/Jumpers/Ponies/Equitation
Delray Beach, FL
Jane Fennessy – (561) 451-7900
Vinissa Blann – (561) 715-4435
Tricia Loftus – (954) 650-8945
www.carriagehillfarms.com

DELRAY EqUESTRIAN
CENTER
Hunter/Jumpers/Ponies/Equitation/
Dressage/Western Pleasure/
Training/Showing/Sales/Camps
Delray Beach, FL
Matt & Courtney Dunmire
(561) 495-4701
www.delrayequestriancenter.com

LADY JEAN RANCH
Fifty Rideable Acres 
Covered Arena with Mirrors 
Boarding Annual & Seasonal 
10333 Randolph Siding Road 
Jupiter, FL   33478 
(561) 745-1300 www.ljrelite.com

PENNINGTON FARMS, INC.
Ann Pennington, USEF “R” Judge
Hunters/Jumpers/Ponies
Fort Myers, FL 33966
(239) 275-3276 Cell (239) 850-2085
annpfinc@yahoo.com
www.penningtonfarms.com

SUNLIGHT EqUESTRIAN 
CENTER
Stuart, Florida – Helen Varble
Hunter/Jumper/Dressage/Western
Boarding/Training/Showing/ 
Lessons/Sales
(772) 781-5429
www.sunlightranch.com

SUNSHINE MEADOWS 
EqUESTRIAN VILLAGE
Hunter/Jumper/Dressage & Pleasure 
6 rings w/ jumps, 2 Dressage rings,  
1 mirrored.  Boarding & Training 
170 acres in Delray Beach, FL  
(561) 441-2596 
www.sunshinemeadows441.com

Continued on next page
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SUNSHINE SPORT HORSES
Breeders group-horses for sale 
Ocala - Gainesville, Florida
www.sunshinesporthorses.org

GEORGIA

REVELRY FARM
Dressage/Hunters/Jumpers
Alpharetta, GA
(706) 531-4879
www.revelryfarm.com

EqUESTRIAN SERVICES DIRECTORY
ALTERNATIVE THERAPY

REIKI TOUCH THERAPY
Complimentary - Integrative Approach
to Healing Mental, Emotional and  
Physical Issues for both Horses and  
Humans.  (561)  818-7028
reikitouchtherapy.com 

APPAREL

EqUINE DIVINE
Exclusive Clothes, Gifts and 
Sporting Art - Aiken, SC
(803) 642-9772
www.equinedivineonline.com

BARN BUILDERS
 
WOODYS BARNS
Serving all of Florida 
1-866-71-WOODY 
www.woodysbarns.com

COUNSELING & 
PSYCHOTHERAPY

EqUESTRIAN  
COUNSELING SERVICES
Counseling for “Horse People” by a 
Licensed psychotherapist and “Horse 
Person”.  Helping horse people 
Overcome Anxiety, Depression,  
Relational Conflict, Addictions,  
Substance Abuse, Adjustment  
Disorders, Transitional Issues & more. 
(561) 791-8939 
www.sagrising.com/ecs 

CUSTOM BARN
DOORS AND GRILLS

BARNWARE®
Custom Entrance/Stall Doors & Grills
(910) 944-8110
www.barnware.com

I D L E W I L D ®
Custom woodworking, tack rooms,
Stalls, doors and gates
Showroom Southshore & Pierson
(561) 793-1970
sales@idlewilddesigns.com 

DANCE STUDIOS

DANCE ALL NIGHT
Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio  
(561) 753-7836
www.danceallnightballroom.com 

DESIGN/FURNITURE

IDLEWILD DESIGNS ®
Florida’s finest furniture, custom 
tables, grand style designs for the  
most elegant equestrian properties. 
(561) 793-1970
sales@idlewilddesigns.com

EDUCATION

AMERICAN HERITAGE  
SCHOOL
College Preparatory with
Equestrian Program for 
PK3 - Grade 12
6200 Linton Blvd.
Delray Beach, FL
(561) 495-7272
www.ahschool.com

FOUNTAIN VALLEY SCHOOL 
OF COLORADO
Ride everyday!
Colorado Springs, Colorado
(719) 390-7035
admission@fvs.edu 
www.fvs.edu

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH
CAROLINA AIKEN
www.usca.edu

EqUINE GESTALT 
COACHING METHOD

TOUCHED BY A HORSE
Melisa Pearce, CEO
Longmont, Colorado
(866) 652-8704
office@touchedbyahorse.com
www.touchedbyahorse.com

EqUINE THERAPY

EqUINE HYPERBARIC  
CENTER OF  
SOUTH FLORIDA
Hyperbaric Oxygen is an  
Adjunctive Treatment to your  
Medical and Surgical Treatments  
1630 F Road, Loxahatchee, FL 33470  
(561) 319-2557  
equinehyperbariccenter.com

FLORIST

WELLINGTON FLORIST, INC.
Please visit us online or mobile
13889 Wellington Trace
Wellington (WPB), FL 33414
(800) 226-9299 or (561)795-9299
www.wellingtonflorist.com 

FLY & MOSqUITO 
CONTROL

DIPTERA 
Botanical Insecticide Concentrate 
Fly & Mosquito Automatic Systems 
Barn & Backyard Custom Service 
dipetra@earthlink.net (561) 329-8227

PIONEER ENVIRONMENTAL  
SERVICES
Get more for less
Full Service Pest Control
Automatic Misting Systems
Licensed and Insured
(561) 723-8089 / (800) 675-4518 Ext.34

 BARNS / FARMS / TRAINERS DIRECTORY
STONY POINT FARM
Training, Showing, Breeding, 
Mare/Foal Care, Retirements 
College Grove, TN 
Mindy Coleman (615) 969-6836  
www.stonypointfarm.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

FOXLAND EqUESTRIAN
Dressage in Aiken, SC!
Nick Betelli (707) 888-9070
Darren Taplin (707) 321-8370
foxlandequestrian.com

NEW YORK

TONY SGARLATA
Hunter sales and training 
Marcellus, New York  
(315) 730-8132 
tonysgarlatasales.com

TENNESSEE

HUNTERS COURT STABLE
Training, Sales and Showing
“Teaching horses and riders  
to be their best…”
David q. Wright – Cell (615) 973-2713
www.hunterscourt.com

HORSE SHOWS
 
HITCHCOCK WOODS
Paradise in Aiken, SC
Aiken Horse Show
hitchcockwoods.org
aikenhorseshow.org

PROGRESSIVE SHOW
JUMPING, INC.
Highfields Event Center, LLC 
Horse Shows - Jumps - Stabling 
Aiken, SC   29801 
(803) 649-3505 / 3577 Fax
www.psjshows.com 
www.aikenspringclassic.com 

HORSE
TRANSPORTATION

BROOK LEDGE 
HORSE TRANSPORT
Trips 3-4xs up and down East 
Coast weekly, 3-4xs weekly to
KY and back, Trips to CA, 48 states 
& all CND Provinces.  Insured,
Licensed, DOT. Custom built vans, 
air ride, video monitoring. 2 drivers
Ea trip. Specializing in horse shows, 
Barn moves, airport, racetrack, 
Privates, Entire vans or LTL. 
(800) 523-8143 
www.brookledge.com  

CEDAR CREEK HORSE 
TRANSPORT – AIKEN, SC
Ship National & Local/30 years 
Experience/Personal Attention 
(803) 640-9959 Carolyn Nelson

OXER SqUARE FARM
Hunter /Jumper-Training & Sales
Landrum, SC (864) 630-1113
oxersquarefarm@gmail.com
www.oxersquarefarm.com

WYOMING

COLTS UNLIMITED
Charlie and Hilary Carrel
Sheridan, Wyoming
(307) 673-0505
chcarrel@vcn.com
www.coltsunlimited.com 

Continued on next page
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POLO CLUBS DIRECTORY
CALIFORNIA 

OC POLO CLUB
23401 Via Pajaro 
Coto de Caza, CA  92679
Phone: (714) 791-8369
heather@ocpolo.com
www.ocpolo.com

SAN DIEGO POLO CLUB
(858) 481-9217  Fax (858) 481-2247
Email:  info@sandiegopolo.com
www.sandiegopolo.com

SANTA BARBARA 
POLO CLUB
8, 12, 20 Goal Seasons
Club League Polo - Apr-Oct
Call Ariana, GM (805) 684-6683
www.sbpolo.com

COLORADO

R&L FARMS 
POLO CLUB
Elizabeth, Colorado
(303) 805-0448
rlpolofarms@gmail.com
www.rlpolofarms.com

WILL ROGERS POLO CLUB
Felice Densa – General Manager
April - September
(310) 573-5000
www.willrogerspolo.org

CANADA 

CALGARY POLO CLUB
Cam Clark – President
P.O. Box 17, Site 9, RR 2
Okotoks, Alberta, T1S 1A2
May – Sept.
0-20 Goal & Green Horse Polo
7 full size fields.   Outdoor arena
Club Office – (403) 938-0182
Email:  info@calgarypoloclub.com
Website:  wwwcalgarypoloclub.com

HORSE
TRANSPORTATION
INTERNATIONAL

LAZCAR 
INTERNATIONAL, INC.
International Horse Air Transportation 
First Class Worldwide & Domestic
Transport.  Scheduled weekly flights
to and from Europe, South America
and all other destinations worldwide.
When Quality and Service Counts.  
TOLL FREE 1 (866) 4-LAZCAR
Ph (305) 223-2162 Fax (305) 227-2141
www.lazcar.com

THE DUTTA CORPORATION
International Horse Air Transport 
Scheduled weekly flights to & from 
Europe.      509 Route 22 
North Salem, NY   10560  
(914) 276-3880 Fax (914) 276-3883

HYPNOSIS/NLP
LIFE COACH

LAURA BOYNTON KING, 
C.H.T., N.L.P, Performance Coach 
Certified Sports Hypnotherapist  
(561) 841-7603 www.lauraking.net

INSTRUCTION

PARADISE FARM
Instruction, Training, Boarding
Sales and Events
Lellie Ward (803) 640-4918
paradisefarmaiken.com

INSURANCE

GOETZ INSURORS
20 years of equine experience
60 years of professional excellence
(800) 233-0428
www.goetzinsurors.com

HUTSON-ETHERREDGE
COMPANIES 
Aiken’s Equine Property  
Specialists, Est.1876
(803) 649-5141 
www.hecos.com

SOUTHWEST RANCHES
INSURANCE AGENCY
Florida Premier Equine 
Insurance Agency
All major Equine Insurance Carriers
Personal Service, Great Rates
(954) 331-8133/Fax (888) 331-5717
southwestranchesinsurance.com

TAMI GEORGE AGENCY
Markel Insurance Company
Horse Insurance Specialist
(800) 231-0670 
jeta@northlink.com

JUMPS

JUMPS WEST 
Top Quality & Largest Selection 
of Horse Jumps in N. America 
(866) 389-0018 
jumpswest@gmail.com 
www.jumpswest.com

EqUESTRIAN SERVICES DIRECTORY
qUARANTINE
 
WELLINGTON qUARANTINE
Year Round CEM Import / Export 
(561) 906-6668 - James Lala 
www.jameslalaquarantine.com 

REHABILITATION/
THERAPY

ACADIA EqUINE REHAB
“Head, Heart & Hands”
Franktown, Colorado
(303) 663-0377
www.acadiaequinerehab.com

TRAILERS

HITCHIN’ POST TRAILERS
Featherlite Dealer
Lake George, Colorado
(800) 729-2402
www.hitchinposttrailers.com

TRAINING

FOXLAND EqUESTRIAN
Dressage in Aiken, SC!
Nick Betelli (707) 888-9070
Darren Taplin (707) 321-8370
foxlandequestrian.com
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ARIZONA

TRAEGEN KNIGHT
St. John’s, Arizona
(928) 524-3740
info@headquarterswest.com
www.headquarterswest.com

COLORADO

ANDRIA ALLEN
Aim Higher and Achieve More
Wright Kingdom Real Estate
Boulder/Larimer/Weld Counties
(303) 810-8375
www.andriaallen.com

ART GIRTEN
Girten Land Company
Breckenridge, Colorado 80424
(970) 485-0572
www.girten.com

CAROL DOPKIN 
REAL ESTATE
Realtor with “Horse Sense”
Sotheby’s International Realty
(970) 618-0187
carol.dopkin@sotheby’srealty.com
www.aspensnowmass@sir.com

DAVE TRUJILLO
The Group, Inc. Real Estate
Ft. Collins/Loveland, CO
(970) 222-0340
dtrujillo@thegroupinc.com
www.davetrujillo.com

ED ROBINSON
Equestrian Property Specialist
RE Max Professionals
Cell:  (303) 522-4811
Email:  shopcolorado@gmail.com
www.shopcoloradorealestate.com

MARTHA POTTER-
GOLDSTEIN
Broker Associate/Realtor
The Kentwood Company Cherry Creek
Mobile:  (303) 918-9005 
martha@denverrealestate.com
luxurylivingdenver.com

SUZY SWEITZER
Horse Property Specialist 
Re/Max Alliance 
Parker, CO
Phone:  (303) 888-6282
www.suzysweitzer.com

FLORIDA

BOCA EXECUTIVE REALTY
Holly Chaney 
Specializing in Equestrian Sales 
(561) 719-0828 
holly@bocaexecutive.com

BODIS REALTY
Gregory Nelson
Farms, Residences, Rentals
(561) 248-8685
gmnelsonsr@aol.com

BROWNING REALTY, INT’L.
Eike & Randy Browning
Call (561) 791-2151, 358-2266
Email:  browning4homes@aol.com
www.palmbeachpolo-properties.com

CAROL O’BRIEN, P.A.
Keller Williams Realty, Wellington
(561) 758-8593
partners@carolobrien.com
www.carolobrien.com

DAVID A. WELLES, REALTOR 
Equestrian Sotheby’s International 
Equestrian Homes, Farms & Land 
(561) 313-9123 
dwelles@equestriansir.com

DIANA TASHMAN, L.L.C.
Wellington Specialist
Keller Williams Realty–Palm Beach
(561) 346-7955
dianatashman@yahoo.com 

THE ELEBASH COMPANY 
Pamela Surtees
Serving Wellington and
Palm Beach for 26 years
(561) 371-7176 
psbash@aol.com
 
EqUESTRIAN PROPERTIES
Karen Connelly
Let the experts handle your
real estate needs.
(561) 227-1535
equestrianpropertiesinc.com

EqUESTRIAN SOTHEBY’S
INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Wellington, Florida
Office (561) 771-2626 
equestriansothebysrealty.com

MARTHA W. JOLICOEUR, P.A.
Illustrated Properties, Wellington, FL
Phone: (561) 797-8040
martha@marthsproperties.com
www.marthasproperties.com

MARY ELLEN SENCER
Broker/Owner Saddle Trail Realty 
Luxury & Equestrian Property  
(561) 512-4340 - Wellington, FL
www.saddletrailrealty.com

MATT JOHNSON, REALTOR
Equestrian Specialist
Illustrated Properties, Wellington
(561) 795-3013 matt@mattsells.com
www.mattsells.com

PALM BEACH POLO REALTY
Residences, Farms, Rentals 
Phone:  (561) 798-7110
Email: info@palmbeachpolo.com
www.palmbeachpolorealty.com

ROBERT ROSS, P.A.
Equestrian Real Estate
Keller Williams Realty-Wellington
Phone: (561) 758-6185
Email: robsross@aol.com

CAROLINA HORSE FARMS
Sheelah Clarkson (828) 694-1558
www.sheelahclarkson.com

PORTOFINO
Premier Equestrian Community
Perfect place to call home
raleigh/clayton-portofinonc.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

AIKEN FARMS AND BARNS
Keller Williams Realty
(803) 658-8408
www.sharerdale.com

CAROLINA REAL
ESTATE COMPANY
(803) 648-8660 or (800) 880-0108
www.carolinahorseproperties.com

DAVID STINSON
Meybohm Realtors
Estates, Horse Farms, Cottages
(803) 644-1721 - Aiken, SC
www.dstinson.net

DEIRDRE STOKER 
VAILLENCOURT
“This Is My Neighborhood”
World Class & Luxury Properties
(803) 640-4591
www.aikenscproperties.com

KATE HUTCHINGS
Laissez Faire Sotheby’s 
(803) 480-5230 - Aiken, SC
hutchingskate@gmail.com

VIRGINIA

BUNNY FRENCH
Realtor Associate
Loring Woodriff Real  
Estate Associates
(434) 996-1029
bunnyfre@gmail.com
 
ROBIN SHORT, REALTOR
Lics. Broker in Northern Virginia
(703) 728-2172
www.robinshort.com

SUSAN BAILEY-GRI,ABR,SFR 
MKB Realtors 
(540) 525-1844 
www.susanbaileyrealtor.com

WYOMING

LINTON/BINGLE 
ASSOCIATE BROKERS
JHREA - Christie’s Int’l Real Estate
Jackson Hole, Wyoming                    
Carol Linton (307) 732-7518
Betsy Bingle (307) 732-7590
lintonbingle@gmail.com
www.lintonbingle.com

THE WELLINGTON TEAM 
Boca Executive Realty, LLC 
Merle Ann Phillips (561) 329-7295 
merle@bocaexecutive.com 
sandra@bocaexecutive.com

GEORGIA

GILMER DEVELOPMENT
The Carolinas - Georgia
Old World Charm (706) 595-0823
www.gilmerdevelopment.com

KENTUCKY

ARNOLD KIRKPATRICK  
& COMPANY
Central Kentucky’s Most Respected  
Farm Broker
(859) 231-8444
www.kirkfarms.com

CHARLES L. MARTIN 
Comey & Shepherd Realtors 
Exclusive Affiliate of Christies  
International real estate 
(859) 396-9102 
charles@equinerealty.com  
www.equinerealty.com

CHRIS & LINDA WILLSON 
Bringing YOU!!  
The Best of the Bluegrass 
RE/MAx Creative Realty
(859) 338-7925 
homesandhorsefarmsky.com

OFFUTT REALTY, INC.
Located 5 minutes from
The Kentucky Horse Park
(859) 421-5222
www.offuttrealty.com

MASSACHUSETTS

EqUINE HOMES
Equestrian & Country Properties
(800) 859-2745
www.equinehomes.com

NEW YORK

SALLY SLATER- NY & CT
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Bedford to North Salem & Vic.
Horse property specialist!
(914) 584-0137 - Cell
sally.slater@elliman.com

TERI POWERS, CRS, GRI
Keller Williams Realty
Equestrian Property Specialist
Serving Orange County, NY
(845) 258-8312 teri@teripowers.com
www.farmsrus.net

NORTH CAROLINA
 
BROWN, LILLIE
Town & Country Realtors
Horse Farms Specialist
Tryon, NC
(864) 978-9465 
tryonhorsefarms.com

REAL ESTATE DIRECTORY
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TACK & FEED STORES DIRECTORY
ARKANSAS

THE EqUESTRIAN 
CONNECTION
Rogers, Arkansas
(479) 521-3255
sales@foxhuntingshop.com
www.foxhuntingshop.com

CANADA

RUNNING FOX EqUESTRIAN
PRODUCTS, INC.
19815 Airport Road
Caledon, Ontario,  L7K A01
Luc Childeric Saddles - Hunter/Jumper 
& Dressage,  Dy’on bridlework - finest 
Sedgewick leather, Wildkart stirrup irons
Toll Free:  1 (888) 387-8225
www.runningfox.com

COLORADO

FOXCREEK
Mobile Equine Outfitters
Boulder, Colorado
(303) 413-0179
www.foxcreektack.com

ONCE UPON A HORSE
Colorado’s Largest 
Tack Consignments
English and Western
Franktown, Colorado
(303) 663-6939

THE TACK COLLECTION
104 N. Harrison Street
Lafayette, Colorado
(303) 666-5364
info@tackcollection.com
www.tackcollection.com

FLORIDA

C. M. HADFIELD’S SADDLERY
Specializing in English Bridlework 
and Clothing - Mon - Fri 9 - 5 
300 Business Park Way, Suite B-100 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411 
(800) 854-RIDE  (561) 793-2947
hadfields@aol.com 
www.hadfieldssaddlery.com

FOXWOOD SADDLERY
Pinellas Park, Florida
(727) 546-8479
foxwoodsaddle@aol.com
www.foxwoodsaddlery.com

SILVER SPUR  
EqUESTRIAN, INC.
New & Used Equestrian Supplies, 
Tack, Clothing, Bits, & Repair. 
“Your One Stop Discount Shop” 
160 Business Park Way, Suite 2 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 33411 
(561) 798-6651

THE TACKERIA
13501 South Shore Blvd., 
Suite 107
Wellington, FL   33414
(561) 793-2012
(800) 882-7656
info@tackeria.com
www.tackeria.com

KENTUCKY

THE TACK SHOP 
OF LEXINGTON
Lexington, Kentucky
(859) 368-0810
abby@tackshopoflexington.com 
www.thetackshopoflexington.com

MONTANA

FOUR CORNERS SADDLERY 
& BOUTIqUE
81720 Gallatin Road  
Bozeman, MT 59718  
Phone:  (406) 587-7503  
Fax:  (406) 582-0211

NEBRASKA

REGG & WALLY’S TACK
1080 North 204th Avenue
Elkhorn, Nebraska
(402) 332-0666
www.reggwally.com

TEXAS

THE TACK SHOP OF 
AUSTIN
Austin, Texas
(512) 345-9966
sandy@thetackshopofaustin.com
www.tackshopofaustin.com 

WASHINGTON

GIFT HORSE SADDLERY
Woodinville, Washington
(888) 481-2900
info@gifthorsesaddlery.com
www.gifthorsesaddlery.com

OLSON’S TACK STORE
Bellevue, Washington
(425) 454-9453
info@olsonstackstore.com
www.olsontackstore.com

WYOMING

THE TACK ROOM
Laramie, Wyoming
(307) 745-6135
sales@wyotackroom.com
www.wyotackroom.com

Needy Nags
Ra Ra Raquel is a 2003 15.3H Bay Mare. Ra Ra was a 

hard worker with a great work ethic on the track. She earned 
over $100K and retired sound. She is currently at Lake Erie 
College (an equestrian college) for their training class and is 
learning the basics of being re-started under saddle. She is 
a lovely mover and is very well put together. She is currently 
barefoot and UTD on all vaccinations. She has no stall vices. 
She can be shipped out of state and is located in Kirtland, 
Ohio. Ra Ra’s adoption fee is $1,000. For more information 
on Ra Ra or any of our other horses contact: CANTER Ohio 
-  claire@canterusa.org  or visit www.canterusa.org/ohio for 
more information and photos. Potential adopters must fill out 
an adoption application.

Mutt of the Month

Apache is a handsome three-year-old tricolor mini Australian 
Shepherd mix. He’s a super sweet boy who is as smart as a 
whip. He’s an active guy who loves playtime, swimming and 
going to the dog park, but is happy just to snuggle on the sofa 
with you in the evening. He is in a foster home, so call the 
ranch and set up an appointment to meet this cute pup soon!
http://www.petango.com/Adopt/Dog-Australian-
Shepherd-17344975
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BOARDING AND TURNOUT 

WELLINGTON, PALM BEACH POINT – Stalls 
for rent, full or partial board, large jump ring, 
grassy paddocks, hack to show grounds.  Full 
service facility.  Training available.  For rates,   
561-762-5741   www.seelyfarmsLLC.com  
tamara411@me.com

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
ASSURED BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
- Offering full charge bookkeeping and 
accounting.  We can come to you, no matter 
how small your business.  Family owned and 
operated with confidentiality, integrity, accuracy 
& timeliness as our mission.  Combining 30+ 
years experience to serve your business.  561-
839-0482

BREEDING SERVICES
CLONING—Want a horse just like yours?  
Cloning produces an exact genetic copy.  For 
more info; kathleen@replicafarm.com   or 908-
310-2125

CLINICS
Holly Hugo-Vidal  Scheduling Clinics and 
Training. USEF “R” judge, author of Build 
Confidence Over Fences Trainer of numerous 
AA show riders  Web site:  hollyhugo-vidal.com
Email  pacificblue2020@gmail.com   
Mobile 828 674 7983

SIDELINES’ CLASSIFIEDS 
2012
CREATE FINANCIAL FREEDOM. Be your own 
Boss.  Part-time/Full-time.  Work from home.
www.nsinder.com For more info. contact  Joyce 
jjones@myacc.net or 954-796-1809

A/C AND POOL HEATING 
SERVICE
A/C AND POOL HEATING SERVICE, 
MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT. 28 
years experience. N.A.T.E. certified Journeyman. 
Highly skilled, reliable and professional service. 
BEST RATES.  Locally serving Wellington and 
surrounding area Call Marc today to schedule a               
FREE CONSULTATION!  561-801-0168 

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

APPLIANCE
MAYTAG WASHER;  Large tub, Excellent 
condition.  Family used only.  Great for 
grooms quarters or barn.  Installation 
and Instruction papers included  $50.00  
Wellington, FL    561-798-4828

 BARN RENTAL
                                    
WELLINGTON - FIRST CLASS 10-STALL 
BARN FOR RENT:  On 2.3 acres, Groom’s 
quarters, on bridle path. Call (561) 801-2633 or 
Email: SCOTTBRITAN@AOL.com

100-ACRE FARM IN BEDFORD,NY:  35 
miles from Manhattan, 12-20 stalls in a well-
maintained, workmanlike barn, with 2 tack 
rooms, ample storage, a washer/dryer. For 
training there’s a 90’ by 200’ indoor ring with 
state-of- the-art footing as well as 3 all-weather 
outdoor rings, a Grand Prix Field with natural 
jumps, and other big grass fields as well, 
with plenty of jumps in all venues. There are 
paddocks of various sizes for turnout. Most of 
the best Northeastern horse shows are within 
easy range. Available year-round or part of the 
year for the Florida-bound. For more information 
call Judy Richter, 914 672 7928, or email her at 
Cokerfarm@aol.com

LEXINGTON, KY. 7 MILES TO HORSE 
PARK, 20+ acres, 21 stall ( all rubber matted) 
Horse Farm. Electric gate at entrance, Irrigated 
ring with jumps, 11 large paddocks, washer/
dryer, tractor, drag and spreader included.  7 
camper hook-ups available on site.  $250.00 per 
stall per month  Otis Brown Brass Lantern Farm 
859-361-4440

24 STALL BARN WITH LIVING qUARTERS, 
WELLINGTON:  2 Tack Rooms/Office (12’ x 
24’ each), Grass Field, 250’ x 300’, 8 paddocks, 
Sand Ring, 150 ‘ x 240’, , Wash rack, Laundry 
room, 1100 SQ. FT. HOUSE  Short hack to WEF 
grounds.  Call (954) 448-1044

PLAN AHEAD NOW FOR 2014 SEASON
12 STALL W/APT: Sand ring 5 min from WEF 
Saddle Trail
14 STALL W/APT: Sand ring 5 min from WEF 
Saddle Trail
 6 STALL W/APT:  Sand ring 10 min from WEF 
Saddle Trail  
12 STALL W/APT: Sand ring 5 min from WEF 
Palm Beach Point
12 STALL W/GUEST HOUSE: 15 from WEF 
Palm Beach Point 
 3  BEAUTIFUL  BARNS  in Paddock Park  All 
sizes
 3 STALL BARN in Paddock Park  Available 
seasonally or annually
Holly Chaney, Boca Executive  561-719-
0828  holly@bocaexecutive.com 

8 STALLS FOR RENT IN AIKEN SC:  2 large 
paddocks, 12x12 matted with water to each 
stall, washer, dryer, wash rack, perimeter track, 
some jumps, security gate, owner on premises, 
night check available.  7 miles from Hitchock 
Woods off 302.  Call 803-678-9806

BARN AND HOUSE RENTALS
24 STALL BARN WITH LIVING qUARTERS, 
WELLINGTON:  2 Tack Rooms/Office (12’ x 
24’ each), Grass Field, 250’ x 300’, 8 paddocks, 
Sand Ring, 150 ‘ x 240’, , Wash rack, Laundry 
room, 1100 SQ. FT. HOUSE  Short hack to WEF 
grounds.  Call (954) 448-1044

WELLINGTON TOWNCAR & CAB    
561-333-0181 
Airport Transportation Service 
www.wellingtontowncar.com
ON TIME –EVERY TIME!!

AMAZING SELECTION OF WELLINGTON 
PROPERTIES FOR SALE: BARNS, 
HOUSES & CONDOS.  Saddle Trail  Realty. 
LLC.  Mary Ellen Sencer  561-512-4340 
saddletrailsrealty@gmail.com Missed the deadline? 

You can advertise on the website 
Email: Classifieds@sidelinesnews.com

NEXT ISSUE   4/16/2013
DEADLINE       3/22/2013

RETIREMENT PENTHOUSE FOR YOUR 
HORSE.  1 stall available, 12 x 12 in a new 
insulated barn with infrared heating in the 
winter and commercial fans in the summer.  
7 lighted fenced acres of clay based pasture, 
so no sand colic worries; designed to keep 
horses in their most familiar and natural 
setting.  Owners on premises all the time to 
personally care for your retiree!  30 minutes 
outside of Aiken, SC.  Stall opens into pasture 
and will be with 2 spoiled geldings.  Full 
board of $325.00 a month, not including extra 
supplements, trimming or vet.  References 
upon request.  Nice horses may apply at: 
tohim@pbtcomm.net or call (803) 685-5902.  
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Continued on next page

SIDELINES’ CLASSIFIEDS 
EMPLOYMENT WANTED: 
“MARKETING INTERNS NEEDED AT 
SIDELINES MAGAZINE.  Add a job to your 
resume or college application and never leave 
the horse show!   We are looking for outgoing, 
motivated individuals to assist with distribution 
at major horse shows throughout the US (and 
Canada). If you plan on being at an A or AA show, 
and can help get magazines from the show 
office to the show grounds, let us know.  We 
will send you a Sidelines T-Shirt or sweatshirt 
and post your photo on the Sidelines Facebook 
page. Please email melissab@sidelinesnews.
com or call      561-951-4225 

ESTATE MANAGER/HOUSEMAN:  12 
years experience.  Wellington & Palm Beach 
561-275-9898   Excellent References

AGENT/DRIVER FOR WELLINGTON, FL . 
Based Horse Transportation
Operation CDL Required Call: (954) 448-1044

FURNITURE FOR SALE

HORSES FOR SALE
DAVIDHOPPERINC: Amenia, New York 
12501. Outstanding selection of sport horses-
from unbroken to competition ready. Hunters, 
Jumpers, Dressage, Equitation. All prices, 
ranges. David Hopper. Cell: 914-474-7175. 
Barn: 845-373-8897. www.davidhopperinc.com

SPORT HORSES & PONIES FOR SALE:  
4 –yr-old Welsh-Trakehner Pony Stallion by 
Schoponi, grey, 14.1 hands, $8,000;  3-yr-old 
Trakehner bay filly by Malachi,  $12,000;  Two 
4-yr-old bay Trakehner fillies, $10,000 each.  
Two 2-yr-old bay Trakehners by Malachi - 1 
gelding & 1 filly, $9,000 each:  Bay weanling 
Trakehner colt by Malachi $7,000.  Broodmares 
for lease – reasonable prices.  Standing the ATA 
and CSHA- approved stallion Malachi (Graditz  
*E*/Advocate*Ps*/Abdullah *Pg*E* bloodlines).  
$1,100 Stud fee (book included) Loon Creek 
Enterprises.   kim@looncreekenterprises.com.  
260-468-2392

LEGAL SERVICES

MINIATURE HORSES
DENT FAMILY MINIATURE HORSE RANCH:  
Over 55  years, same location.  Photos and 
videos  of ‘FOR SALE HORSES’  at www.
dentranch.com  email dentranch@aol.com  
772-562-9458

REAL ESTATE
AIKEN, SC, POLO, HUNTING, AND 
EVENTING MECCA OF THE SOUTHEAST
20 ac., 4500 sq. ft. barn/apt on level bermuda 
pasture, additional ac. available.
107 ac., pristine country prop., 2 stocked ponds, 
95 ac. bermuda hayfields, mature hdwds.,
25 ac., wooded barn and home site w/well & 
septic, 9ac. bermuda grass, bal. open with 
hdwd trees.
178 ac., 11/2 mi. road frontage, 80 ac. in 
bermuda grass, bal. wooded, barn/apt combo, 
3 N/S polo field sites.
15 ac., bermuda hayfield,  hdwds at barn site, 
adjoins established horse farms.
14 ac., cleared and in winter rye, hdwd trees, 
adjoins 2 polo fields.
50 ac., level bermuda hayfield, will sell in 10 ac. 
tracts or larger, adjoins 2 polo fields.
ALL TRACTS HAVE POSSIBLE OWNER 
FINANCING
CALL FOR PRICING AND DETAILS
Biddle Realty AIKEN, SC, POLO, HUNTING, 
AND EVENTING MECCA OF THE SOUTHEAST
Inc., (803) 648-7874, email tom@biddlerealty.
net, 

SERENITY HILL STABLES NESTLES IN 
SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT one 
mile down a private road surrounded by 
800 protected acres never to be developed.  
Working horse farm has 22 cleared acres, 7 
fenced paddocks with 4-rail vinyl fence, 2-stall 
barn and 14 stall barn including bathroom/
laundry room and six stall kennel.  Totally 
renovated 3000 square foot 4 bedroom house 
includes 2.5 baths, large family and dining room 
with raised fireplace, chef’s kitchen with Asko 
dishwasher, Subzero refrigerator and Viking 
double ovens and 6 burner stove, large master 
bedroom with 2 walk-in closets and granite 
bathroom with separate granite shower and 
Jacuzzi tub.  Located two hours from Boston/
New York City and 30 minutes to Long Island 
Sound beaches and marinas and 40 minutes 
to Bradley International Airport. $1.100.000         
860-887-1468  sandra860k@aol.com

SOLID WOOD, TONGUE & GROOVE 
CONSTRUCTION.  Brass handles.  Great 
for spare or kids bedrooms. TWO full sets, 
bureau & chest of drawers.  Other slightly 
darker wood with brass handles. $375.00 
each set or $600.00 for both.  Call 954-
796-1809 or email jjones@myacc.net 

THOMAS NICHOLL LAW FIRM - Attorney 
who also practiced Equine Veterinary 
Medicine for over 20 years. Knowledgeable 
all aspects equine industry  407-228-2131   
tom@thomasnicholllawfirm.com

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:  
The cost is $40 for the first 15 words and $1 for each additional word 
per issue.  $20.00 for each photo. Name, address, phone number, how 
many issues to run ad and payment (check or credit card number & 
expiration date) must be included with typed or handwritten ad.  Mail 
to Sidelines, Inc., 11924 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite 22 #376, Wellington, 
FL 33414, Email to classifieds@sidelinesnews.com Credit card num-
ber, full name and signature must accompany any ad taken by mail or 
phone 561-798-4828.  ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID. Advertising deadline 
is 12:00 pm Wednesday, 17 days before publication.  Not responsible 
for mistakes due to illegible handwriting.  Phone 561-798-4828. No real 
estate photos.



142 SIDELINES APRIL 2013 FOR HORSE PEOPLE • ABOUT HORSE PEOPLE

WELLINGTON – WE CAN SELL OR RENT 
YOUR PROPERTY! –  Horse Farms For Sale 
& Seasonal Rentals available. Call today. The 
Marino – Swanson Team: Joan R Marino – 
Broker Associate, Lic. in FL (561-793-2122) 
& Mark G Swanson – Broker Associate, Lic. in 
FL & MA (561-596-6020)  Bodis Realty, Inc.

www.horsefarmsandcountryhomes.com
CINDY POLK  &  DAVID O’FLAHERTY. 
REALTORS -  703-966-9480  Specializing 
in horse farms and country homes.   *Land * 
Huntboxes * Hobby Farms * Polo Clubs * Fine 
Estates * Professional Equestrian Facilities* 
WASHINGTON FINE PROPERTIES   204 East 
Washington St.  Middleburg, Va.  20117 

NEW HUNT COTTAGE: On picturesque 
wooded lot in established AIKEN, SC, equestrian 
community. One bedroom, bath, finished 
garage/tack room easily converts to barn. 
Option to add second bedroom. $59,000. Please 
contact Stevens Builders, LLC: 803-645-0046. 

RE-INVENT YOURSELF! 
 
Buy a tack store in beautiful Laramie, Wyoming 
and become a workaholic dream chaser! 
Full store inventory in over 3000 sq feet leased 
building. 
Call 307-745-6135, or 307-760-3399   
www.wyotackroom.com

RENTALS
ACROSS FROM WEF IN EqUESTRIAN WALK 
SUBDIVISION - long or short term. Accepting 
reservations for Summer/Fall 2013, & 
Equestrian Season 2014. Fully appointed 
3/3/2, marble floors & baths, fireplace, private 
covered patio. For more information, visit: http://
www.vrbo.com/439072, Cheri Wellman, Owner/
Manager, 561-371-3871, tuneitup1@comcast.
net

12 ACRES, COHASSET, MASSACHUSETTS, 
Deeded Ocean access & dockage, water views 
facing Sunset, borders Conservation Land 
with Riding Trails, Ride on the Beaches, walk 
to Village, Ultimate privacy, Build your Dream 
Compound, All Permitted. Ferry & Train to 
Boston and Airport 35 minutes  MLS#71479865  
$1,850,000  617-688-0182

PALM BEACH POLO / WINDSOR WAY 2:  
Ready for Immediate Occupancy. UPDATED 
LARGEST Townhome in Palm Beach Polo, 4 
bedrooms oversized, First floor master bedroom 
overlooking private pool/patio area., 5 1/2 baths,  
European type Kitchen.
REDUCED $499,000  Call Roberta  
ILLUSTRATED PROPERTIES  561-723-9976  
rfsells@aol.com    www.bestwellingtonrealestate.
com

THERE IS A PLACE IN EVERYONE’S HEART 
CALLED “MONTANA”.
Two very Exceptional Montana Ranch & 
Horseman’s Properties both with river frontage, 
beautiful custom homes and all the defining 
horseman’s amenities. Motivated - will look at 
offers.
www.aplaceinmontana.com TLC RANCH 
REALTY INC. 800-775-1766, Kalispell, MT

5 ACRE LOT IN PALM BEACH POINT. Beautiful 
upscale, gated community of 5 acre+ lots next 
to Grand Prix Village and The Winter Equestrian 
Festival in Wellington, FL.  This lot is located on 
a cul-de-sac and is a 10 minute hack to the show 
grounds. Beautiful sunsets.  All site permits 
are pulled so lot is ready to develop.  Plans 
for a 4,000+ sq ft home, 8-12 stall barn with 
800 sq ft grooms quarters are also available. 
Hurry, not many lots remaining!  Asking $890k.                  
561-951-4225.

SMALL FARM IN OCALA, FL 34481. $99,500 
Firm. 1.12 Acre fenced. New 2 stall breezeway 
barn, hot/cold wash rack, full bath, tack room/
feed room. 2007 home 3/2 w/living room and 
separate large family room (24 x 14). New 
stainless steel appliances. 46 x 16 Deck for 
entertaining. Call (954) 818-3005. No Agents.

UNIqUE EUROPEAN STYLE FARM HOUSE:  
Furnished 4 BR, 2.5 baths.  Located minutes from 
Kentucky Horse Park.  Visit gunstonhallfarm.
com and view the Casa Ventura tab

TRANSPORTATION
SHIP WITH CONFIDENCE- CUSTOM AIR-RIDE 
VANS – ICC, AND DOT licensed. Transportation 
Dependable coast-to-coast service since 1959!  
NATION-WIDE HORSE TRANSPORTATION, 
INC.  Colorado Springs, CO 80931  719-392-
1888,  Fax: 719-392-1891 
www.nwht.net   1-800-451-7696

SHIP YOUR HORSE BY AIR WITH 
CONFIDENCE.  ALEx NICHOLAS AGENCY.  
OLDEST. FULLY LICENSED & INSURED 
SHIPPING COMPANY IN THE USA.   I.A.T.A. 
MEMBER AND IN-HOUSE CUSTOM HOUSE 
BROKERAGE.  CALL OUR COMETITOR FIRST, 
THEN CALL US.  YOU WILL NOT REGRET IT.  
DAILY INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS… 516-678-
9100,  INFO@ANAHT.COM WWW.ANAHT.
COM

FARMINGTON GREEN HORSE 
TRANSPORTATION - (561) 791-9686; Cell No. 
(954) 448-1044 D. O. T. Authorized and Fully 
Insured Air Ride Equipped, Local and Long 
Distance.

VANS & TRAILERS

SIDELINES’ CLASSIFIEDS 

FRANK DIBELLA DELUXE HORSE VANS – 
New / used horse vans and trailers  2-15 horse.  
4 Star, Hawk & Kingston  Dealer.  (PA) 
610-495-2270   www.frankdibella.com  

“Like” us on Facebook
Visit our website at 

www.sidelinesnews.com

Sidelines is 
now available at 
Chapters/Indigo 
Bookstores in 

Canada
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By Jan Westmark-Allan

I knew that when I headed to 
Wellington for a week during the 2013 
FTI Consulting Winter Equestrian 
Festival (WEF) that it would be a 
whirlwind experience. Thousands 
of horses and riders descend on 
Wellington during the winter circuit 
and there is never a dull moment.

I stayed busy - no dull moments 
at all - and had a great time in the 
wonderful world of Wellington. 
Sidelines newest venture is Sidelines 
TV (check out all the videos on our 
website or on our Sidelines TV 
YouTube channel)– and I spent a 
week with Sidelines TV producer 
Rob Jordan, interviewing people and 
scouting the show grounds for great 
locations to shoot videos.

Everything was going great with Sidelines TV, until Rob 
decided to film a segment called “Old Lady On A Horse.” Actually, 
my daughter Abby and I were at Bethany Peslar’s Everglades 

Dressage Farm in Grand Prix Village where we were taking a 
lesson with Bethany on one of her dressage schoolmasters. Rob 
showed up with cameras rolling and chaos ensued when I jumped 
off the horse and hid behind a bush (Everglades Dressage Farm 
has a lot of beautiful hedges). Abby took over the lesson and we 
learned that dressage is a great cardiovascular workout - whether 
you are riding or running and jumping into bushes. Thanks 
Bethany for showing us the wonderful world of dressage.

I also got a closer look at the wonderful world of amazing 
riders while in Wellington. Sidelines was the media sponsor for 
the Equestrian Aid Foundation’s “Who Reins Supreme?” event - 
where polo players, show jumpers, hunters and dressage riders 
raised money for a great cause by taking a spin on a reining 
horse. Watching all of these riders compete for a great cause was 

inspiring - and throughout WEF there are endless charity events 
that raise money for worthy causes. It is wonderful to see the 
equestrian community come together. 

Wellington offers an array of horse activities, so I attended polo 
matches, rode dressage horses, watched the show jumpers clear 
huge jumps with ease during a grand prix and sat on the side 
of the hunter ring green with envy as one gorgeous hunter after 
the next cantered a flawless course. Wellington really is a place 
where dreams happen - whether you are on a horse or just sitting 
on the sidelines.

The Bottom Line: Before the winter circuit started, each of the 
local Wellington schools painted a mural for WEF and they are 
displayed throughout the show grounds. Polo Park Middle School 
painted a mural of the new carousel that stands near the entrance 
of the Winter Equestrian Festival that says “Every Dream Begins 
Somewhere.” The middle school kids got it right - Wellington 
certainly is the place where dreams begin. 

The Wonderful World of Wellington
eThe Bottom Line

Riders from all disciplines took part in the “Who Reins Supreme?” event for the Equestrian 
Aid Foundation in Wellington. From left to right: polo player Nic Roldan; show jumpers 
Brianne Goutal and Georgina Bloomberg; polo player Brandon Phillips and show jumper 
Romain Marteau.

Abby Westmark takes a dressage lesson on Zoey at Bethany 
Peslar’s Everglades Dressage Farm in the Grand Prix Village in 
Wellington. (Notice the beautiful hedges in the background!)

All photos by Jan Westmark-Allan

The “Every Dream Begins Somewhere” mural painted by Polo 
Park Middle School is on display at the Winter Equestrian 
Festival. 






